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erncliies.  Adla has ite heathenisme judt ae grows, tut pochags a linle
more homan  and it has it Mehammodaniem, with the only Jistle truthe
tike that 18 in it, borrovesd from Chnstisnity, JAnd the inelancholy moral
piotate is, over she whale watld the eame, that whete the 1cliyion of §
Christ 1o not, there have congregated the human misetics, and the human
vices, whase natne is legion.

Mi falee systeme of roligion have had embodied in them prim-ip!rs.;
anel diselosod santimenta, altagethet unwntthy of God, bring o ntrary o i
taason, seience, shd esperience , and which nevet suceendad i refunning
man, tt Inonly aomanmedating 1o his eatnal mind, and by a certain ene
pereiitiome check, still giving seape o his oril propeneitics. Bt how
diferent i Christianity, both in its principlas and tendenciest 1t directs
and anstaine sonnd reason, nuver opprrns ity and in oot Hine can a heens
efod Al mcowrate science detect an cttor. Helence, 8 I8 true inay
dout, ot disputa some Bible stateriients ua they are simply reeonded ;
Imt these, neventheless, If faitly examined, will sdmit, unlipaited, of a
sctentific svlutlon © and, while we alluw that the language of the Bilile
i« nnt characterieed by scientific accutacy, yot the truthe of renl scien se
aod of sesipture ean hevor peseibly ba diseordant, for, ato not natute
st revelation both from G5 and mmet nnt, therefure, the fasta of butls,
whon rightly understoad, be i the ot pesfoct harmony 1 Palso systeins
have always adajned themsalves toman e ho s, they hinve always been
on f level with len natuto 1 but Cheleilanity condemns man as hio is.
1 epoaka antharitativoly to him, not with the velee of a sage, hut with
the valee of Cod; nud it eceha not motely to regulato him in hie viees,
bt commanda him ta abandon thetn, and 1o bo perfect, a¢ in Futhor
whols in Heaven je perfoct. © Jtdemands a now and abettertife, and nin
even that alune, bug it aske & campleto change 1t aline a8 transfynming
man to bo a now creaturo 3 and as the condition of sealising his hopes of
fature happineas, aesotte and duclates, that « exeept he ho bom agaln, hie
eanntt pee the Ringdom of Ged,”

Now, ancient wize, or selentitic men could not have formed puch a
evetem, for their hleae of teligion and morals were completely oyposed
to what wo find in the Ilible; and their arjentific opinions, ench ae they
were, weta eatirely ditforent from those alluded to, elther In tho O} or
New Testament ¢ and appoeal, ne darkneas jetn light, to mndem dis.
coverien, and undontted and acknowledged facte I the Bidle, in its
parte, Now or O, hind been n systemy glven by cither merely wias and
cunning men, it might have been expected to have contained the sentje
monts on science which they entertafned § bt as it docs not, there in
only ane of two eanelusdons we can come to, cither that, in writing, they
deviated from their own belief, aml by guess made statemente cortrary
to what they held, but which nnw tum . w. to be reconcitable with re-
caived aelenso—whicl {s mnre than oue reason can adupt, of, that such
men did nat write the Bible, and that thase swho did, were “ holy men of
G, who spake ae they were moved by the Holy Ghast.  Again, hea-
then man could not have inventad unch a religion as thia, fur it wae im-
prowsible for them to have wiated the trath coucerning Gord, when they
hiad not yot found it And bad men esuld not have invented i1, for a
elean thing eould ut erme from an widoan —and we have already scen
the nearsst approash that the very beat of the sages mado to a2, and how
miserably they foiled—and though cven bad men could have invented it,
they woull not; for they would not have condemned their own opinions
andvices  And who thendevieed it Wholind that all-comprehenave.
neas of knowledge, wisdotn, and parpase, that cuuld seo and supply tho
moral wants of tho world, and conld form a code for the mulufrm con-
ditions, varicties, and habits, of the human family through all ages l—
Who knew en well tho maladies of human nature, that could tell of one,
and only one, all-xefficient semedy ! Who gavethis gowpel treo of life
for the hoaling of the natlons: whaso ront shall hald firm through every
storm ; whoso leaf Is ever green: aud whoso branches shall epread till
they extend thelr peaceful shade over overy race, and every clime l—
Who told us of sin and fts miscries: of Gad and his worship; of Jesus
and his salvation; of heaven andits blessednoss? Tt was not man,  All
(hat wan above him.  His intellectual powers, and contemplations, and
designs, aro too feeble and contracted for that.  Ilis wisdom is too
earthly and fallible, and his knowledge and virtuo 100 limited and im-
pure for that.  The philosophy of the religion of tho Bible is altogether
contrary to what human reason cver held or annunciated, as well 18
being above its graep.  And here, then, in the Bible, is a systemn so dife
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ferent from all human conrepiions and considerations, and that shines jn
that Insire of perfect haliness, which conld only emanate frean God 3 and
wiieh fr filled with such wirdom that eonld only bo found tn the
mind, and declared by the voice of Omntsgionee.

Christianity, than, is adapted (ot tnae's mutal iatate, and intelioetual
and sooinl elevation 3 and ity for it only, has dose, and can do, what al)
the religions aml Inss of man have failed o acoomplish,  And whay
wimld bo the glotions consequenco, wore 11 alleporvading and all-pre.
vailinz 1 What wouhl be the world's moral conditiun, if the two thort,
smple, but allequtnprchentive tulas, were univeraally oberod= Thou
ehalt Juze the Land thy Ged with all thy hoart, and with all thy seul, and
with all thy strength, and with all thy mind, and thy ncightor aethyself 17
Al et the warld tako fot ite Statnte ook the diving telighm of Jesus,
and the kmg hldomns teain 0f Holatry, etroer, vies, aoderime will flco, wn
the shades of night, from bofore the luminary of day,  And whero ia
une tule in 1t which 19 unguited to tian coqually fn every cotdition, and
i every Iand 1 Where in thete a country, now groaning in the bondage
of tdelatzans innorality, that wonld nat by it be eet frees We ean find
no exceptivne.  Christianity §s adaptel to he a univeraal bleseing, and
the range of dotninion which it elaims ia worldewide 5 and axamining it
in ftx overy principle and Inw, wo know not wheee we can limit its
powor, progrese, amd trivmphe i1l it have ctadieated the curse feony the -
earth, and brought man to hiappinoas sand conmunion with hie God ae
in primeval timo, nnd inda nagnre to wamile In all the lovelines of a
rostoroal parnilise.  Wo heliove §n snch a remilt, in the * timen of tostis
tution of uil thinge” and thetefore we hape for 1. ‘Fhe tideswave of it
in swelling and rolling on, and it will yot the mote rise, anid swell, nnd
flow, till it atintl have awept befote it and overwhelmod all that now op-
posca ity nnd to which it ta oppused,  Fvery Dagon mmst yet fall before
this ark, and bo brolien in piecos.  Aud rensan nnd falth, joining hand.
indiand tn deawing their concluelona from the teachings of the snine
Wonl, s0¢ a coming nge when the canh, inihe jublleo of Sts frecdom,
ahiall take up, and resccho, and prolong Christianity's native anthemn,
» Glory 10 God In tho highest, proaco on carth, and good-will to men,””
When thets shall bo the universal and gratoful homnge that mankind
will pay to Jesus, their Liberator, Legislator, anld Savienr ; and * when
men sandl be blessed in him, and nll nasions ahall eall him blereed.”
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UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH HISTORY.

BY TIUE REY. DR. FERAILR, CALESNONIA,

In our last communiuation (in June nuinber) we noticed particularly
somo of the fmmediato results of tho Genoral Asecinbly's Act of Depo-
witi i of tho tinisters of tho Areocinto Preshytery, and cspecially the
cjection of reveral of these minfstera from their churches, by the civil au.
thorities in their respective localitics, as consequent to tho Aseembly’s
docision  But tho results of thy wholo movement, to which thero excel-
teut inin'sters were constesined, aml of their organization of the Scces-
sion Church, waro destined 10 b3 of permancat and of vast importanco
and exsen', ‘Lhis hardh act of Deposition widenad their separation from
tho Establishent, which mny be considered ns wiscly erdered in tho
providenco of Ged, that they might havo moro frecdom, as they had
mnry reason, to proceed with independent ecclestantical measures as a
Church set up by God I the land, with the'viow to chétk tho current of
corrantion among those from whomn they were now acparated, and in a
new and moro advantagecus position, to defend and advance evangelical
truth. ’

Th~ Axsem™ly's authority, expressed illegimately, and agajust thoso
who, instead of descrving their consures, were worthy of imitation and
upplausc, wa, as is generally tho caso in similar circuinstances, cxercis-
od in vain. It fell pawerless on its hononred victims, and recofled upon
the Assombly ‘ts0lf, cxposing its weakness as well as tho sinfulness of
its proccedings, and leaving a stain npon this Supremo Court of the Es-
tablishment which can never bo washed away. Tho Assaciate Preshy-
tory, instead of being paralyzed and intimidated, wero strengthened and
encouraged in their holy and’ zealyous cxortions. 'l‘l}f):iﬂé\?foqnd thei r
table oaded with petitions for supply from various parts of tho country,
and cvery schemo of their infant Church, giving indication of increasing



