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ordinances rnerely nominal or superfluous; and some, either for
the salie of variety or convenienice, regard neither thc- power of
the spirit nor the operation of ordinances, but worship. they
knowbîot wiiAi and cannot tell way bY, the faitlî of proxy, leav-
ing, heir 1 h go eligious xvelltirc ail th oo eeping of their souls,
to the care of iiistées and statesrnen. Stili, ail is taken for
religion ai-id goud sound ortliodoxy. A well-meaning pious
iiinced person observes a brother professôr frceziing in soma
frigid zone whïle endeavouring to argue limself hapfy in keep-
ing the e.-ternials of* çld-%'slitoned -theology, and, rea-sonlingý uponr
bis perilous and per-ditionable position, forthwith hurries inte
a torrid or burning clirne, wvhere the spirits of professing men,
however iviIling' ind siticýre, are neyer inade perfect. That
the extiemcs and imiperfections of the procfessing commluni-
ty have pr-incipally originated in good motives and excellent
intentions, I would flot be understood to deny; but that they are
of God, or that they are the. legitimate issue of pure reli'giOn,.or
the exhibition anid de%,elopement, of that religion, 1 cannot belk"pve.
In the origin and manifestation of these diversities, there is a.
spirit; but flot the lioly spirit.

Happy the mian -and blessed thiat people who, observe ail the
ordinances of the Lord' s liouse, and -%ho appreciate the import
andiexperience thie power of these ordinances-whio unite the
meani'ng and feel the influence of ordinances 'with. theirobserv-
ance. While atternpting a return.to the primitive-institutions of
the christian church, we are not to forýget the piety. and purity,
the spirit and power of chrisiianity. The human organizationl
called man, bas a body antrd a seul:- so lias religion. Ordinance*S.

* constitute its body;z the influence, import, ,and power of oôrdin.
ance its sbul. As* in this material world -%ve have no spitrits.&

*without bodies, so we cannot haivcthat'regenerating.system-called
religrion without ordinances. But let no one say that~ religion
consists wholIy in these. We desire something more than the
Dame or the form; we desire the power-the reàlity-the soul.
Christianity, lhe religion of Jesus Christ, is .a. living, inoving,
ene.rgizing soniethitig flot contained wholly in the best and most
perfect saniples of c.erenmony.

Everv science, as also'every systern, lias certain peculiarities
an>d characteristies w%,hich distunguish it frorn every other;, and,
religion, the science of ail sciences, and the perfedtion of ail "sys-
tems, is not an exception. And if there baany one trait or dis.
tnguishing featurc which appears-more prorninently than another

in-the religion of Christ, it is the immaculateand spotless purityý
it both iinplies and enforces. Cliristianity is essentially a sys.
ten-i of-purity. A profession wvithout a correspondlingy spiritual
or hioly life,« mav indeed. be lhshionable and pô1ité in ýcértain
Circies of societyv, or rpay claim the applause of the popular^ mul.-


