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or charîTi, or Ta:9th, miiglit in that peraod
have produccd route equal if thecy produced
ilim But ive sem doomed te kuow ne
second Jesus. Our admiration gTws as
taclî nev lieroismn of bis life is evolved.ý
Fvea scepticism. praise,-is rapturous oN-er
bis character.

The character as d4rawn by the Evange-
1*;sts is nwonderful!y mal. Its completeiiess
4f supernature makes it niatural. IVe find
a perfect laarnseny between the grandeurof
the man and thse Ged that indwells. The
cjaimns, faes, teachings agrec. We are
struck %vitli this. The fallowers of JVsus
lave iînrdly vecognized this more than
siany of the sceptical school of the present
,lay. The sarcasusni olar aund the
,(oRrscnless of raille halve griven place to
crompliment an-d courtesy. 1 necd net
quotc Rousseau, as lais testimouy is se
widely knosvn. Parkor says, Il he uniites In
hiviscif the subliiuacst preccpts and divine&t
îjractice, thus more than realizing e11 -the
drcamis of prephets an(, sages; r-ses fre
1,rem ail the prcjudices of his age, natien,
ind sert-, gives free range te the Spirit of
Ged i his breast, sets aside Iaw, sacred
-md trite,-ionotzred as it v;as,-its forims,
is sacrifices, its temples> its priests, puts
1way the dectors of rte law, subtie, irre-

fragable, and potmrs ont a doctrine beautifaî
as the lighit, sublime as lienven, trme as
<God.a . Eighteen centuries have

passcd sinoe the sun of huamanity rose se
high in Jesas. Whiat man-what seet bias
mastercd lais thiougrht, comprchendcd iris
roethod, and se fully applied it te life."-
Then Renan £ays : -« Jes'xs had no visions.
Goad is 'iu lîim; lie fes that lacis witAî God,
and lie dzaws frem lus hicart wliat lic 5fty5
ef Ris Father. The lîighest cunsciousness
of G-a tlîat eves- existedl in the brenst of
humanity wuas tiat of â7esus.» Indccd, the
viiele of the -«' riçflns of Christi«.i*j"' is a
iaboured panegyri e n Jesus aceerding te
the ideal of the Frenchatan, tempered by
the airs and scenery of Galilce and Jerasa-
lem. Strauss la too celd te express admira-
(ian for the noble tower of cliactcr he set
himseif to destroy. Newman is depreciat-
ory. But with few exceptions the critical
srluool prononnc luira divine. Whenevcr

tlîey depreciate they have first hnd to de-
stroy. l{ow ? By attemptilg to show tluat
the character ef Jesr.. is in large mecastîre
the result of imagination. Thcy do not
say it wvas invetcd. Tlîat bias been slîown
te bas impossible. WVhatis the proces then 1
Thore was an nctai Christ; but what
sve have is thuis Christ sublimed, elevatedl.
What thcTe mvas of actual nobleucss in the
real Jeanis was mnade nobler, of parity, pmrer,
by passing tlircugh the contemplative seuil
of John, the ai-dent mind of lPeter, the
loviug hcart -of Mary,-the golden-ehnrae-
ter was refincd lu tîe alembiec of the chszrch's
enthnsiasmi-the u-ouglu angalarities were
ait pohislîed Ofl'-the gress Was filtered, and
Xlîe flawed became perfect. Wlîat a grand.
work of moral art is this G7alilean imagina-
tien capable of ? A fortuitous ceneourse
of moral ideais lias agglomierated round a
roaughu pretentious chat-acter, and belioldthe
glorious, tlîe divine image, wlîich mca have
worshiipped fer oighiteen centuries-and yet
wuorship! [ is stiauge thatnoae uh resuit;
ever w-as sen before or since. WVbat w-as
tîmere in that patristile Plînrisaic age w-hiei
se sublimed the iainds -of the follomvers of
Jesus, if not lisdf, i-bat eould produce, tItis
unparalleled spiritual, sculpture ? If mve
should affirra i-liai i-le Venus de Medicis
was fashioned by a lîundred sculptors, flot
eone of w-bows had loarned the, art, by cach
one takiag up the chisel and w-orking a lit-
tde -on thbe reugli block, without cemmon
desigu, we sluould nlot say sasch a foolisît
tlîing. Admit i-bat tibe report-of a wonder-
fui work mo4y gzew jute-a miracle,, w-e-are not
helped tbicreby te see.how the character of
Ged Ù& ait oaa bcs -the growtlu of ait imagi-
native entdussiasns., as an exquisite groma
tîtes farm a gardon of floweuu. The traits
of U[is clînracter are tooe distinct, as w-cIl as
proportionate, te be the resuit of sueli social
effloreseetaee.* The accouai- of thbe minracle

* The cenupleto catalogue of thle vit-tues
ceuld givo no adequaic viow of the groat po-
culiaritv la t-ho character of Jesus;- h abse-
luto sitiilarity la all moral faculties, thei per-
fct, iaward, harmony uaruffled by thé slight-
est pasion or seilihness. Nover a moment
'uvithdrawn froni thbe closest communion w-it
the father in heaven, or from, 'Unreserved. de-
votion teo the welfare of inaahiad.ý-Sckq9\s
Historjj, .Pa2e 58, Vol. 1.
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