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The Fiscal Question.

HE Duke of Devonshire, formerly a

wember of Mr. Balfour's admiristra-

tion, dei vered a speech recently in Lan-

cashire, England, referring to the fiscal

questions s a cause of serious misunder-

standings between the Mother Country
and the Colonies. He said:

** It is possible that the proposaly which
have been made that we shoun'd tax oursel-
ves,that we should put a tax upon our peo-
ple for the benefit ot the colonies may lead
to misonderstandings and to difficulties
which, although I trust and believe they
will never lead to violence or war, may
tend rather to impair than tostrengthenthe
good relations which are now existing be-
tween ourselves and the colonies.’’

Mr. An*sin Taylor, M.P. speaking at the
same meeting,said:

“*One thing Great Britain imperatively
needed —a free and abundanc supplyof food
bought without let or hindrance from those
nations which in the bounty of Providence
were best abls at any given season to sup-
ply it. Canada has sent us over 3,000,000

cowt. less wheat this year than last. If, in_

the name of Imperial unity,they permitted
the imposition of a tariff which would
discriminate against countries more adja-
cent in order artificially to stimulate those
whicu were more distant, dissatisfaction
and disnnion would be in the long run a
sure and certain result.””

Sir Edward Grey, speaking at Hastings,
said:

*‘After we had taxed our food in the in-
terest of the Empire we should never cease
pressing the colonies to admitBritish goods
free to their markets,yet they were plainly
told by the colonies that they intended to
go onimposing duties on British manunfac-
tures, so that Chamberlain’s proposals in-
stead of being a bond of union wounld be
the cause of constant friction. Let there
be a conference with the colonies on (ues-
tions of Imperial defence, foreign policy
and general interests of the Empire, by
all means, but a conference ou the fiscal
question was bound to lead to heart-burn-
ing disappointment.’’

It will be seen thut there are two points
against Mr. Chamberlain’s proposal: First,
that Engiish people would not tax them-
selves for the benefit of the colonies. And
1n the second place, it wouldbe unsatisfac-
tory to protectionist manufacturers in Ca-
nada who would object o placing on che
free list goods of British manufacture, that
could be produced in Canada. Canadian
manufacturers at a recent meeting paseed
a resolution favoring Mr. Chamberiain’s
idea. The insincerity of their position is
shown in the view advanced by Sir KEd-
ward Grey. Aninstance of the disapproval
of the preferential plan that would be met
by rrotectionists in Canada,is given in the
woollen maufacture. There are protection-
ists who even object to the present 85 1-3
per cent preference on British goods.




