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Distriet School-houses

1t is & great mistake to suppose that
ugliness is necessarily cheap and boauty
contly ; yet too many public buildinys, in
rural districts especially, are constructed
on this principle, and any approach to an
clegant or pleasing style of architecture
is scouted on the score of economy. 1t is
highly desirable that school-houses, in
particular, shonld be divested of all that
is repulsive, and madc as attractive in
appearance as possible. This need not
entail much, if any, additional expense.
The elements of beauty in architccture
are simple and easy of application. Just
proportion, symmetry relicved by variety,
the effoct of projections in creating sha-
dows, and a few slight dctails of orna-
ment, will often produce at trifling cost
themoat agreeable resulis ; and by atten-
tion to these matters a beautiful structure
may be presented, in place of a aquare,
ugly, and repulsive-looking prison-house
sort of structure, such as we too often
sec disfiguring the roadside in country
places, repelling by its very front, and
proclsiming that, whatever clse may be
txught within, good taste and refinement
are altogether ignored.

It has been our object, by giving dosi:me
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of a different class of architscture in dwel-
ling houses and other buildings, to aid
in promoting a better tasto ; and it is grati-
fying to knew that many of those designs
in the Cavapa Fakmek have been used
as models in the erection of country-
houses all over the Province. In the ac-
companying illustrations we give a plan

and perspective elevation of a very sim-
ple and cheap, yet attractive achool-
house, suitable for a country districi.
The original design appeared some time
back in one of our American exchanges
(we think the Western Rural), and scomed
to ux well worthy of heing repraduced and
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presented to our Canadian readers as a
model of simple yet picturesque architec-
tural beauty. No small share of the at-
tractive appearance is due to the sur-
roundings, which should always be care-
fully rcgarded. Trees wo can always
have in this country, and by retaining a
few of these natural ornaments about a
place, and planting others, as woll as
shrubs and flowers, the beauty of a gar-
den and x home-like aspect ave added to
the pleasing etfect of the building, We
know school-houses thus adorned; and it
is surprisivg how readily children will
learn to do their part in keeping such a
place in order, not ouly by abstaining
from tramplisng on 1l wer bods or injuring
trees, but by tiking an uctive ehare of
garden work in their intervala of recre-
ation.

The drawing is sufliciently clear to need
very little in tho way of explanation.
Tho internal arrangements might be mo-
dified to snit the requirements of the
case. In the accompanying plan, A is
the porch to gitla® cntrance ; B, girls’ en-
trance; D, gitla' cloak room or olawm
room; E, boys’ entrance; F, cap room;
H, washing room; C, school-mom, with
the master’s desk at K



