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SONG OF THE SOIL.

BY J. H. R, BAYLAY.

1 start thie bulb of the beantiful flower
And leed the bloom of the wild wood bower,
1 rear the blade of'the tender herl,
And the trunk of the stalwart oak I curb;
1 force the sap of the mountun pine,
And curb the tendeds of the vine ;
¥ robe the forestang clothe the plain
With the richest of frustsund the richest of grain.

T'he cheek of the peasant Telothe wath health;
And yield the sterdy yeoman weulth 3

I give the spint of commerce wings,
And prop the tottering throne ol kings—

“T'he gorgeous palace wnl the humble cot
Owe every atow to we they've got;

And the prince at his bansguet and hind at hisboard
Abke wmust depend on the fare Uatford,

Man mar boast of kis creaturely might,
His talents in peace, and powers untight,
And lord it over the beast and lird,
By the chiarn of lus touch and the spell of his

word;
But [ am the soul and unglity source

Whetice Hows the tide of tis boasted force
Whatever his right and whoever te be,

flis pomp and dominion mist come from ug !

€ aw the giver of all that's good,

And have been muce the woeld hias staod;

Where's there wealth on ucean, or beanty on land
Batspring feom thowarmth of wy fostering hand?
Qr where's the objuct furand free,

‘Tliat clanms a bemg, but's trac’d to me ?
Cherish, then cherl:  ~ sons ot tol !

The wondeeful smght of the fraaful sol !

And whenee saye the chridian, dast thon obtain,

This powerso mighty, of which thon art vaun ?
Thion boasteth af that which 1 fitrmshed 10 thee,

By him whois lard of both Jand and of ven,
For know thattreasures which come from the gsod,

Are only thine own as the gift of thy God
A e—p————
The Evil Tendencies of Corporal unish-

ment, as @ Means of Moral ™ Duscipline 1n

Familics and Schools, Eramaned and

Discussed. By Lyman Cobb. Mark ff,

Newman, & Co., N. Y-

The little chubby-faced geatlemen who
figure on tomb-stones in u parr of wings—antid
nothing cise, have always been the envy of
schoolboys, seeing they could neither sit down
wor stand up for a flogeing.

Mr. Cobb, it scems, would now make
eherubs of the whole human rce : or, at
{east scutter abroad the principles of @ new
aud unflagged civilization, May he succeed
in dethroving * the Cat” from the worse
than Egyptian worship we accord to 1t!
And yet, aftec all, cruelty 1s cruelty, whether
it lacerntes the feeling of the shounlders or of
the heart 5 and a tyrannical tencher can us
seriously outrage the spivit of n noble child
by holding im up to the scorn of lus com-
panions, as by afMicting hnn with the lash,
* You may flog my sou, sir,’ wrote an old-
fashioned purent, * whenever he misses fis
feseon 3 for [ hold you anexcellent judge of
how much Latin and Greek a boy of lus
years can carry about with hun ; you nuy
flog him too for breaking your clearly ex-
pressed rules of school discipline ; but I in-
sist upon your omitting all preachment and
exhortation to a boy of nunc.  His pavents
anly, from kanowing lns disposition. are the
proper prersons to touck his springs of char-
acter ; nordo I sce how your province of
tenching Arithmetic empowers you to quote
The Book of Numbers at him ; nor what
connexion his playing out of schonl hours, at
marbles, has with the use of the globes, with-
in doors,”

The schoolniaster who was formerly au
imyinfcr is now a developer ; he has been
abroad since the days when people wrote
thus to him. That1s, he has stepped out
of his school house, and now hitches himself
an asclosely to the discipline of fanulics as
did the priest n centuries gone by. The
boy now studies his lcsson at hane, and only
recites it to his teacher ; so that the teacher
hasa fair plea for mixing himse!lf with lus
surroundings as intimately as if he were
police officer who wutched a suspected party
within the jnil limits. Boys thetnsclves, it 13
eredibly reported, are wilting up beneuth
these visitations of the evil eye ; and it is now
the reproach of :nodern urchindom that nt
least half the boys 1n & school will ** teil of
cach other ;* or, in other words, become
apies upon their compamons at the 1nstarce
of the master, who would thus subsiv.ize
them to aid in maintaining the disci-
pline which he himself ought to enfurce.
‘What parent would not rather have a child

ed within an iach of his life than have
him put to such base dses?

No, Mr. Cobb : in atruly spiritual view of
this matter, flogging, per se, as Captan T'yler
would tell you, is nothing to flogging as a
mark of degradation, and the public opinion
of each separate achool-room, decides among
the boys of that echool what is the strongest
mark of degradation. As wnany fine spicits
have had the edge taken from them by having
& fool's-cap allotted as their cust yvnary pun-
ishment—as many high-minded hoys have
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being beguiled inta treachery to their com-
panions by sume jesuitical or juggling tencher,
s the use of the * cat” has ever ** hardenced,’
Yet we fully admit that, ence indoctrinnte n
a boy with the iden that a blow from the hinnds
of his preceptor 1s an equnl indignity to a
blow given him by another boy, and there
should be an end of all dogging. We ndmit
this, while still holding it preposterous to
recognise * reason,” as Mr, Colb seems to
do, us the great governing principle of chili-
ten. ‘I'hey are beings of instinct, impulse,
inmginntion and passion.  Their selfiregula.
tion is not from internal judgment, but from
externul pnins and pleasures, und their disci-
pline should be penalties and rewnrds. Ina
word : if we should form habits, as well as in-
culente priuciples, more importuut than jrov-
ing to the child wht is best for him, fur
tnore importunt is it to ** fratn hun up in the
wuy he he sliould go.*
e et bt e .
From the Southport American.

THE GREAT LAKES.

The chumn ot * Fresh Wuter Mediterra-
nenus” thut go so lergely townrds dividing
the territory of * Uncle Sam® fiom the do-
main of * Mrs. Vie,” are a geographical
wonder,  Extending from enst {0 west over
nearly fifteen und a half degrees of lungitude,
they seem, regarding them upon the map, to
rest like n crowt g waters upon the head of
the Union, their centre of giavity the Island
of Muckinae, balancing upon the meridin
which separates Indinnn and Obio, equi-
dwvies hentucky and ‘Uennlipsee, and pusses
hetween Georgia and Alnbanii and East nnd
West Florida into the Guif o xico. ‘The
difference in the lutitude of the naythern and
southern extreme points of the Litkes is not
far from cight and a half degrees. he cg-
tuninted aren of country drainiag into thep js
400,600 square miles—the extent covered
hy the waters of the whole 93,000 squire
mles, divided as follows :—Outario, 6,300 ;
Erie, 9,600; St. Clair, 360 Huron, 20,400 ¢
Michigan, including the Bay, 24,4005 Supe-
vior, 32,000, The waters of the * Father
ol Lukes™ (Superior) ure 628 feet above the
level of the sea; which clevation is attuined
by equnl gradations, ench lake rising above
the previous one, from Ountario to Superior,
'I'he surfuce of thie waters of Ontario is 235
feet above the the tide water of the St. Luty-
rence—Erie rises 333 feet above Ontario—
St. Cluir 6 feet above Erie—FHuoron and
Michigan nre 13 fect higher than St. Clhir,
and Superior rises 44 feet ubove those.

The St. Clair is by far the shallowest of
auy of the lakes—the average depth being
about 20 feet—Erie average in depth about
84 feet—Ontario 500—Superior 900—Huron
and Michigan 1000, as nearly as can be ar-
rived at.  ‘I'he deepest soundings arve foundin
Lake Hurou. Off Signinw Bay, we are
told, leads have sunk 1,000 feet, or 1,200 feet
below the level of the Atlantic Ocean, with-
out reaching bottom,

Great diffierence is observable in the
transparency aond purity of the waters of
the several lakes. Those of Ontario, Erie,
and the Southern part of Michignn have no
peculiar excellence—~while those of the north-
ern part of Lake Michigan and of Luke
Hurvon, surpass in clearness and flavour any
waters of which we have dennk, though a
n still greater purity and a higher relish is
snid, by those who have visited thut lake, to
distinguish the waters of superior.

So completely transparent are the waters of
Huron, thut the rays of the sua are sail to
pass through them as through the cloudiess
atmosphiere, without meeting with solid mat-
ters in suspension to elicit their heat. Thus
Dr. Drake accounts for the fuct, which he
himself ascertained by experiment, that the
water on the surface and two hundred feet
below the sume spot, hiad precisely the same
temperament, 56 degrees.

Through the Welland Cannl the navigation
of the lakes is uninterrupted for the distance of
844 miles from east to west—the distance
north and south is, of conrse, various, ranpng
from 347 mile as the extreme distance. The
country to which these waters are the great
highway of transport, has often been the
theme of high wrought eulogium,for the varie-
ty and richness of its soil, nnd the extent of
itsresources. As wellas the justuess of these
praises, us the extent to whicls this fertility
is being subjected to in the hand of culture and
the rapidity with which these resources are
being developed, under the life-bringing teuch
of the enterprize which peculinrily charac-
terises its inhabitants, is gnthered fromabare
glance at the fact that the cominerce of the
foue lakes, including all capital afloat, during
the year 1843, was estimated by the Topo-
graphicai Bureau at 865,000,000.

The total amount expended by the general
government o these lakes for the improve-
inent nrcessary to protect and_convenience
commerce, is stated by Mr. Whittlesey of
Obio, at $2,100,000.

Led their sense of hcuour exiingnished, by

Falls of Ste. Marie, shall be coiapleted, the

Wheu the projected ship canal around the’

wide expanse of Lake Superior will he added
to the present extent of the luke navigation—
alfowing the adventurous comnercinlist to
crowd 175 miles still fusther North and seve-
ral hundveds farther West.  The length: of
the route proposed to be cut by this canal is
suid t  be but three-fourths of a mile, and
the w e expense of the improvemnent is
estimated, if we rightly remember, at nbout
§280,000. By this comparatively small out-
tay, less than the cost of three months con-
gressionul bluck-gunrd, access is nt once at-
tained to the whole country tributary tu Lake
Superior-—n tract so rich in timber und mine.
ral wealth thint it has not unaptly been terimed
the ** Deumark of Americn.”

GREAT BEAR FIGHT.

An encounter with four hears took place
a few days agn, in the vieity of ‘Fara-height
onthe Madawaska River, in which a friend
of ours and two of his inen, were the parties
engaged,

A trap hid been set by one of the men
namerd Jacob Harrison, who being vut in
search of n yoke of uxen, on the evening in
question, saw a young bear fast in the trap
and three others close at hand, ina very
angry mood, a fact winch rendered it neces-
sary for hun to muke tracks wnnedintely.—
On arriving st the furm, hie gave the nlarm
and seizmg anold dragoon's snbre, he was
followed to the acene of action by Mr. Jamnes
H. Buike nrgied with a gun, and the other
with anaxe.

They proceeded direct to the trap, suppli-
ed with a rope, intending to take the young
bear alive. It being a short time after duik,
objects could not be distinctly seen; but on
npproncling close to the scene of action, a
cracking among the leaves and dry branches
with sutdry other indications warned them
of the proximity of the old animals. When
withina few steps of the spot n dark wiass
was seen on the ground—a growl was heard
—and the confined henst made a fuvious leap
on Jacab, who was in ndvance, catching him
by the legs, the infurinted nnimal inflicted a
severe wound on his hnee, upon which he
drew his sword and defended himself with
great cooluiess. Uponreceiving severnl wounds
from the sabre the cub commenced to growl
and cry in a frightful and peculinr munner,
when the old she bear uttracted to the spot,-
trushed on the adventurous Harrison and at-
tacked hum with uil the ferocity attendant on
the circumstances. Jncob turned upon the
new foe, and wielded his rusty weapon with
such energy and success, that in & short time
he deprived her of one of her fure paws by a
lucky stroke, and cotnpletely disabled her
eventunlly by a desperute cut across the neck,
which divided the tendous and severed the
spinal vertcbrae.

Huving completed his conquest, (in achiev-
ing which he found the sword a much better
weapon than an axe, the animal being unable
to strike it from his hand; every attempt to
do do so being followed by a wound) he bad
ampie titne to despatch the imprisoued cubat
leisure.

During the time the stirring and dangerons
scene we have related was enacting, war was
goiag on iv equally bloody and vigorous style
ut nshort distance. Mr. Burke having dis-
charged his gun at the other vkl bear, only
slightly wounding him; the enmged bruin
sprung ut him with a ferocious howl. The
animal was met by a hlow from ghe butt-end
of the fowling piece, the first stroke, the stock
flew in pieces, and the next, the heavy bar-
rel was hurled a distance of twenty feet
among the underwood. by aside hlow from
the dexterous paw of the bear. Mr. Burke
then retreated u few feet and placed his back
against & lrge hemlock, followed the while
closely by thebear, but being acquainted with
the nature of the animal aud his mode of at-
tack, he drew a large hunting &nife from his
belt and placing his arms by his side couly
awnited the conbat.

The maddened brute approached, growling
and goushing his teeth, and with a savage
spring encircled the body of the hunter wnd
the tree in hisiron gripe. The next moment
the flashing of the coutean de chasse, tore
through tus abodcinen and his smoking rolled
upon the ground. At this exciting crisis of
ihe struggle, the other man accompanied by
his dog, came up in time to witness the tri-
amphant close of the couflict.

Two old bears and a cub were the fruits of
the dangevous adventure—all extremely fut
—the Jargest of which it is computed would
weigh 9350 lbs.  We have seldom ever heand
of A more dangerous -enconuter with bears,
and we are happy to shy that Barke received
no itjury; and Jacob Harrison althoughtorn
acverely and having three ribs broken, is do-
ing weil under the caré of an lndian doctor of
the Algouquin tribe.

The above i one of the many. perils inci-
ental to the hardy and adventuroas life of
backwoodsmen—dangers macifeld, by land
aad water, besst, the devious and difficult
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path ol the pioneers of civifization, yet wo
deily see them hraving and evercoming eocry
ebistacle, in order 10 realise the anticipations
of an enterprising spirit, andleave their names
to future ages the landmarks of pristine im-
provement.—[Bytown [Advoeate.

AMERICAN TEA.

We learn by » communieation in the Union,
that the Secretary of State has pecently re-
ceived n package of ten, grown in Hrasi!,
from our consul at St, Catharines, The leaf
is somewhat larger and darker than the
Chinese ten its flavor is strong and aromatie,
nnd resembles the best specimens from China.
When prepared, it strongly assimilates to the
mixture of black and green tca, much—in-
decd, nlmost exclusively—drunk in England;
after Chinn, the %]rentest ten drinking conntry
in the world.  The tea plant was first intro-
duced into Brazil by King John, of Portugal.
The writer of the communication states thut
the successful cultivation of this plant, in the
United States, may be looked upon as a mat-
ter of certuinty ; ns a climate exists in the
States of North and South Carolina, Georgia,
‘Tencssec, Floridn, Alabamna, Mississippi,
Louisinng, and Texas, extending une degres
south of the Rio Grande, precisely similar o
the tes growing districts of Chins.

The tea-drinkiog old lady of the Union, re-
ferring to the bevernge produced by this plant,
gives un opinion thereon, in the foilowing dis-
tinct and precise terms :—*\We have tasted
the Brazilian tea ; and though we are Bo
great nmatcurs of the black ten, yet there is
2 much infusion of the tuste of the green ten
in it, &e ta render it extremely palatable,”—
(Bullule Express.

———— et

Reaning 1x CuttoreN.—Reading with-
out intelligence injures the brain and stomacly
mechauically ; reading with intelligence in-
jures both in the less direct manuer in ner-
vous excitement; but, either way, much
rending and robust health are incompatible.
Only let a child eager for knowldge be read
to, instend ui alivwing himto read himself,
and the whole of the mechmnical mischief is
avoided ; and agnit let him be freely conver-
sed with in a devultory manner, in the midst
of uctive enggenen‘s inand out of doors ;
and then, while an ejual. amount of infor-
mation is conveyed, and ia a form more rea-
dily assimilated by the mind, nearly all the
mschiefs of excitement, as springiog from
study, are also avoided. In a word, jet
books in the hauds, except as playthings, be
as much as possible held back during
the early pexiod of Education.—{Home
Education.

Axtiquity or T Etgcrmnic Trixamarn.—

The old adage that there 1s nuthing naw under the

suiL.receives some coutntenanec from the foliowing

teference to the Electric Telegraph—the most

wonderful of our modern laventions, the idea of
such & wiedinn of communication having been

suggested - a long tine age.”

Strada, in one of bis Pralusions, (Lib. it. prel.
6) gives anaccoust of achimerical correspondence

between two frisads by help of acertain loadstone,.
which had such walne'sn itthat if it touched two

several needles, when oue of the needles so touch-

ed began to moxe, the other at never su greata
distance, moved at the same titne and in the same

manics.  He selis us that the two friends being
each of them possemed of one of ihese needles,
niade » Kind of dial plate, insctibingit with the
four and twenly letters, in the same manner as

hours of the day are marked upon the ordinary
dial plute. They then fixed one of the<c needien
on exch of the plates in such a wmanner that it

conld move ronnd withont impediment, so as to-
touch any of the four and twenty letters.  Upon
their separting from one aauther into distant

connxien, they agreed to withdraw themselves
punctqally into their closets at a cerfain hour of
the day, and to converse with one another by

meaus of their invention. _Accordingly, when
they were some hundred milesasunder,” each of
thew shat himself up in his closetata time appoint-
ed, immediately cast his eye upon his diaj-
plate.t 1€ he had a mind te write any thing to hia
tnend, he directed hus needle te evety leiter thaz
formed the words which he had occasion for, mi~
king a litle pause at the end of every word or
seuleace 1o avoid confusion. The friend in the

meanwhile saw his own sympathctie needls wo-
ving of itself 1o every letter which that of his cor-
respondedent pointed at. By this weans they
talked together across a whols continent. and con-
veyed their thoughts 10 ene another iu an instant,
over citics or niountins, seas of descrts.

-

Statistics or Caritar. Poxssuwrnr.~The
Law (English) Magazine states—"On the 1at
Octoher, 1836, death punishment was abolished
for—1st, attempt to murder, attended with nd re-
sults dangerous te life ; And. durglary; 3rd reb.
hery; 4th. arson: and in the year. 1341, for rape.
In cvery one of shese crimes ‘thave Aas been w1 3n-
crease since the removal of punishment, 'l‘-lun"
the three years which preceded the chauge,’
aud the years since 1842, °43, and 4%, alter the

e, the increase on the Int lmbeou&rr
eent; an the second 115 per ceut; on rapes 1R
pet cent.

‘Thers ara new i onerationin the United Ststes
ahont 5,000 miles of railrosd, which bas cost

$140,000,000.



