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Mordeca1 had brought : her up as " his: own

L daughter

et Esther III 1-11
Read chapters I-IIL, -

L‘:‘Gclden Text-l

. Memory . verses .5

B 13 God ‘be for us, who can be against us ? '

- _—Rom vill., 31" R
. ~.,~I‘lome Readmgs._,; w
"M ‘Esther .2: 15-23 . Bsther made queen

E R Esther 8 1-11 Hamans Plot against
S the Jews R :
W. - Esther- 3:" 12 to 4 3 . The’ decree ot‘
- ,..death, = .

: Th Esther 4; 4-17 Sorrow in- the palace
I Esther- 6: 1-11.~ Pride disc"miited

- S. Esther 7. The enemyf punished.

»"ou Prov 16 _5-13." - Danger of pru.e :

Lesson Text

. Supt.—l.‘
*A-has-u-e’rus promote Ha’'man the son of

: Ham-med-a-tha the A’gag-ite, and advanced

him, and set his seat above’ all the prmces'
that:were with him. -

School —Z. And all ‘the kings servants,
that were ‘in’ the ‘king’s gate,- bowed, and re-
verenced Ha'man: for. the king had so com- .

. manded- concerning -him. .;But . Mor'de-cai
bowed not, nor.did him-: reverence e

3. Then. the king’s servants, which' were

in: the king’s gate, said unto Mor'de-cai, Why
“transgressest . thou the kings command-
»ment RPN

-4, Now it came to pass, When they spake

x

them, that they told Ha’man, to-see whether

| ,Mor’de-cal s .matter would: stand “for he had.
e told them that he was a Jew.: !

N » And: when ‘Ha'man'saw that VIor’de-cai

= vbowed not ~nor.did:him: reverence, then was

Ha'man* full of“wrath. . -

"Mor’de-cai alone; for-they had shewed him
the:people:of ‘Mor'de-cai: wherefore Ha'man

. sought to destroy-all -the Jews: that were:

throughout the ‘whole kingdom -of A-has-u-
e’rus, even the people of Mor'de-cai.

7. In the first month, that is, the month’

Ni'san, in the. twelfth. year of king A-has-u-
e’rus, they cast .Pur, .that is, the lot; before
: Ha’man from day to day, and from mronth .
T to month, to the twelfth month that is, the
. ‘month A’dar
8.. And -Ha’man sald unto king A-has-
u-e’rus, There is a certain people scattered
abrcad and dispersed among the people in all
the. provinces of thy kingdom;

Jlaws are diverse. from all people; neither

keep they the king’s laws: therefore it is not

for. the king’s profit to suffer them.

9. If it please the king, let it be written -
- that they.may be destroyed: and I will pay.

" ten thousand .talents of :silver to the hands
of those who haye the charge. of the business,
to bring it into the king’s treasuries.

10.. And:the king took his ring from: his,ﬁ

* - hand, and gave it unto Ha’'man the son of
Ham—med’a—tha the A’gag-lte,
enem

Y ;
11 And the king said unto Ha man, The.

B 'sﬂver is given to thee, the people also, to do
. thh them as 1t seemeth good_to thee..

The Bible Class.

: .God. is -our Refuge —Deut xxxi, .6, 8; .
. xxxiil., 26, 27: . Psl. xlvi,, 1,.5, 7; 1xvii., 5-8:
© . xel., 1-7; cxxi., -2-8;' cxxv., 1, .2; exlvi., 5-10:
Isa. xxvi., 4; xxxi.,.1, 8, 5, 7; x1., 28-31; xli.,
10, 13, 14; xliii,, 1-3: 1,
Johnm. iv,, 4: Rom. viii., 85-39.

Suggestions.

The book of Esther may have been Written
. by Mordecai and edited by Ezra (Smith’s
" Bible Dictionary.) ' The . book - has been-
- smuch criticised, but stands as history, be-':
. -cause the feast of Purim (named' from the .
‘events-related In this- book) ‘has’ ‘beén- an
- . established feast of “the - Jews since the
: fourth’ century before Christ.. B
- King Ahasuerus.-(the..- Jewish form ot
'. ‘Yerxes '), gave:a great-feast to' his nobles~
and 'princes, which lasted some days In

After these  things ‘aid King'

: daily unto him; and he: hearkened not-unto”

6.7 And“he thought scarn to lay hands on'

and their..

the Ji ews :

12.18, 15, 16: . I°

They lived in’ Shushan “or Susa,
*‘the winter. palace of the. Persian’ court Once

when'* ar conspiracy was formed* against the‘_‘
- king- by two’ of ‘thé ‘chamberlains," Mordecal
ing: .

-found -it- out -and-sent word:. to-..the:
through - Esther. ‘The’ conspirator
hanged and ‘the: loyalty_ of the “old; Jew writ
tell’ in the kmgs chronicles R

' Harman, an Agagite, ‘the last: of the Amale- e
- kites, ‘came into’ great favor with the Kking,.

.and - was:getover all the: princes -and ‘was..
outwardly reverenced bowed ‘to, or-worship-

‘ped by all—all except-the old ‘Jew, Mordecal )

. Mordecai. could not: join.in this- ceremony
even if he had respected Haman, for.the ¢ re-

verencing ‘was .actual ‘worship:of man,* it
was making. a ‘god out of 'a_human . being

Mordecai was loyal to. Jehovah, who had-so:

‘. stringently forbidden: his people to . wor- :
ship anything or any one but, Himself, the:
Mordecal-was a ‘.
" true man who obeyed God though he might-
- "be killed, for- refusmg to Jom in the customs

-~ God of heaven and earth.

of the land.

The king's. ‘servants perhaps w1th latent'
revengefulness - for the .convictions of ‘the-
two chamberlains, reported to Haman that-

Mordecai, one of ‘the Jewish captives,  re-
fused- constantly to worship him.
.ing this, Haman’s rage knew no bounds.

" Human life is.not counted as precious in the
-~ East as in the more civilized countries.of ‘the
earth.” It was a: comparatively easy task for

‘Haman to gain from Ahasuerus permissmn'

‘to’ exterminate the Jews in the'. Persian

emplre
The" kmgs secretaries were sent for “to

writeé: to: the-rulers and:governors of every'

provinee of the dominionof ‘Ahasuerus giving

“orders ‘that every man, woman and’ child ‘of -
~ the': Jewish captlves was to be put to: death'_
without - ‘mercy. on, the’ thirteenth ~day "“ot"
"Adar, about eléven’ months from the time “of

writing

What Were the people of God to do then"'

"To what refuge ‘could they flee ? How should
.they escape the destroyer ? Now came a time
of fasting and: mourning before God.

they cried unto him in their sore distress.’

Ten thousand talents of silver by - one
method of reckoning is equal ‘to ten million -
dollars, and by another reckoning amounts-
.to the immense sum of $20 000,000..

"Haman cast ‘Pur’
month, Nisan or April. - "The lot fell. on ‘the
thirteenth day of Adar, or about the end of
March. . From this casting of lots.the feast
of commemoration of the ‘deliverance took
it’s name ‘Purim. .

-Illustratlon.

5.. Haman’s:License. Haman’'s permission
to kill all the Jews has been well compared
to the license to sell  intoxicating liquors.
(1) It is granted: by a sovereign.-State.

and destroy the people..
money.. . The license is paid for, (5) But all .
-this, and much more, is-to be taken ‘from.the
spoils of the people injured..
great injury to the State that” grants it. «(7)
It brings ruin. to the Hamans who use. the
license.

denial.  <(9) They will be successful in the
end —‘Peloubet’s Notes.’ .

C. B Topic.

Oct 8. 'Work where Christ tells: you to ;

Jobn 21:"1-6.
Jumor C. E

Oct. 8. 'What are some lessons “we may
learn from Gods dumb creatures ?. Prov
62 6-11. - Ll . =

A lil:Lle girl whispered to her teacher,‘Mag-
gie cannet come because she has:no shoes.’

The -teacher ¥ound ' that. shoes. was not the.

.greatest need:in Maggie’s home. A discour-
aged: father was. helped to find work, and

there. was \sunshine again -in" that humble_“

home; and -what an. influence ‘for good that
teacher exerted over that gra.teful family LI

N

On hear-:
In- -
- stead of: simply having Mordecai slain; he
"plotted instantly to destroy the whole nation
which the victim -of his:-'rage: represented’ .

And.
God “heard. and dehvered -his people "when ..

or lots in the first

(2)-
It is a privilege given to a few, (3) to mjure
(4) It is given.for

(8) It is a.

(8). The Mordecais and Esthers:
" are laboring against it at great cost arnd self- -

Ameriean Indian"

“2... Q-—What is the ﬁrst aocount we' have

ot snuff, tahing‘7~

A, —Roman’ Pane,;: a Spa.nlsh mOnk who
accompamed Coiumbu on his second voy-
‘age, says: o

. ‘They ma.ke a powder ot the lee.ves which;,.

"they- taKe through ‘a,-cane, one end of this:
. they . place in the nose and the other upon
thc powder. and so drdw it up.’ . .
3. Q==How does snuff’ affect memory" -
A_—It mjures the memory because ‘ that
part.of the brain lying nearest to the.nose,

and roof of the mouth, is,most concerned.

with ‘memory" and the. intellectual powers,
4, Q.—~What Queen used snuff?’
" A—Catherine de Medicl, of Pra.nce, wu!e
_of Hénry IL. -
5. . Q—~What did Fredenc the Great do at
the coronation :of -his mother? -
* A, —Seeing her ta.ke a pinch of snuff, he ;
" sent .to remind her 'of wh.a.t was due to her.
high position. -
6. Q.—Do women now usé tobacco?
A.—Thousands . of pounds of it are con.
sumed’ every year by women.
6. . Q.—Is . dipping- snuff conﬁned to the
poorer classes? ~
-A.—No, and' we. are told that circles of’
young ladies of. so-called: ' high standing’

‘meet’ expressly -to practice the filthy habit.

7. Q. ~What term is’ applied to this class

s oi toba.cco -users?

A Dlppers’ With a horn or: spoon the
stuft ig placed inside the lower lip ‘and when
suﬁicientiy morstened passed around the
mouth.’- :

“They. also chew _a _ﬁne stick makmg a
swab of it, d1p that l‘ the snuﬁ and‘ rub the
teeth ‘and “gums, ’

8. Q.—Have femmme smokers iucr(-aﬂed? -

. A—A- - tobacco  dealer says that ‘nearly :
half his trade in cigarettes is. directly or in-
directly among women and girls. “They"
use these secretly.. . .

9. .Q—What was cne of the . customs of

our English grandmothers?’

A, —They smoked the pipe in the thea.tre
instead of eating candy or nuts. .

-10. Q.—Do women . chew  tobacco?

among'women ‘in’some sections of the coun-
try.

11. Q—What relatmn does tobacco bear
toward woman?-

A~It is a relentiess foe. It will draw
men from her society and make him glory

" in " his soh.tude, it will introduce him to

" luose companions and doubtful amusements.
12, Q.—What questions have Leen asked -
m regard to the use of tobacco by women?:
A—If smokers and chewers were to find
their wives and daughters following their

examples would they encourage the prac- -

tice? - if “tobaceo supphes a -natural want

-why should ‘not.our wives and daughters

smoke, and chew, and spit?

Four ‘Pounds of . Steak Cut
- Pretty Thick.

(By Cousin’ Gertrude, in ‘ Kind Words.")

William. Dalton was a good workman and -
earned good wages; he could have supphed
his family with all the comforts of life, and"
given -his. children ‘a good- education had he-

not been hurdened and cursed w1th an ap--

petite for strong drink. - He spent’ most of
h's nights in ‘bar-rooms,” where, of cotrse,
his money: went.for_beer and whiskey, over:
" which he and his.companions thought they
‘were having a good time.; .As_he .did ‘not
“have the money in his pocket to pay for what
he drank, the drinks were charged.. ., 5
On Saturday night, as soon. as he received
his wages, Jhe went to pay his ‘debts. of
honor’ at the.saloon. - We. wonder why he
did. not; ‘sometimes,  cons* der his. grocery
‘store and.meat market bills * debts of honor.”
There . was : little left for- groceries, to :say. -
nothing of good: warm clothes and shoes for

A.—This habit is said to be quite common

o 7AHe' gat in or" near his wigwam and‘ e
. smoked ‘while-his*wite ‘hoed: the tobacco, = ...
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