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THE STORY OF A SHORT LIFE.

BY JULIANA ioitAITI EwING.

CHnArra Il.
-an acre of barren ground ; ling, heath, broome

furze, anytihng." 2îtp, A, i., SCîio 1,

"Sound, sounid the claroion, 11 fI Lthe fife I
To all tihe senisual world pruclh.iii,

One crowdedil hour of gloriouis ife
Is w'orth an age without a unamue."

Scott.
Take a highvaymanî's ieaLli.
1)estroy every vistago of lfo with firo,

and axo, fromt the pimio thait lias lonxgesti
been a landmmark, to the smallesi beetle
siothered in smoking muîoss.

Burn acres of purple and pink heather,
and paru maway the younmg brackein tint
springs verdant fromt its ashes.

Let Ilamue consuimo the perfumdc gorse
in all its glory,' aid net spare tho breom,
whose miora exquisite yellowr atones for its
lack of fragrance.

li this commun ruiii b every lesser
flower involved : bluc beds of speedwell by
the wayfarer'spath-thedaintiermikwort,
and rougher red rattlo-down to the very
dodler tliat chmlsps the hîeathier, let them x
perish, and tha face of Damne Niture b
utterly blackiedci i Then :

Shave thc hath as bare as the back of
your lmind, and if you have fellec every
troe, and loft not se nuch as a tussock cf
grass or a scarle toadstool te break th
force of the -winds, then shall the wiids
comie, fron the enst and fromt the west,
fron the iorth and the south, and shalmî
raise on your shavenu heath clouds of sand
tha·wvoulcd not discredit a desert in the
heniar of A frica.

By seome such recipe the ground was pre-
parecd fer Lthai; camp of inistructiouini; Ashol;
which was, as w have sen a thorn in the
side of atemst one cf uts neighbors. Then a
due portion of this sandy omisis in a wilder-
ness of beauty w'as mapped out iito lines,
with military precision, and oi these were

built roivs of little wooden huts, whîich were
paiited a neat and useful black.

The huts for inarried mnîc and Oicers
were of varying dogrees of confort and
honeliness, but thoso for singlo mon were
like toy-boxes of wooden soldiers; it was
only by doing it very tidily that you could
(so to speak) put your pretty soldiers away
at night wlen you had done playing with
them, and get the lid to shut down.

But thon tidinîess is a virtue which-liko
patience-is its own reward. And nine-
teeii inen vho keep theinselves clian and
their belongings cleanor ; who have made
their ninetcn beds into easy-chairs before
mîîost peoplo have goi out of bed a all
whose tim pails are kept as bright as avor-
age teaspoons (to the envy of houscwives
and the shame of housemaids 1): who es.
tablish a connon and a holiday sido to the
reversible top of tlieir one long table, and
scrupulously scrub both ; who have a place
for everything and a discipline which obliges
overybody to put everything in its place ;
-nineteen men, I say, vith such habits,
find more conifort and elbow-room in a hut
thai au outsider inigh; believo possible,
and bang up a photograph or two inuto the
bargain.

But it mnay be ai once concedcd to the
crodit of the camp, that' those who livod.
there thought botter of it than tiose who
dici not, and that those wlo lived there
longest; vero apIt to liko it best of all.

1i was, however, regarded by dillercnt
people from very opposite points of view,
in each of which -was some truth.

There vere those to whom the place and
the lifo vere alike hateful.

They said that, fron a soldier's stand-
point, the life was eue of exceptionally liard
work, and uncertatin stay, with no sm1al
proportion of the hardships and even risks
of active service, and noue of the more
glorious chances of war.

That you might dia of sunstroke on the
miarch, or contract rheumîatisi, fever, or
dyseitery, under canvas, without drawing

Indian pay and allowances ; and that you
niglt rui your uniform as rapidly as in a

canpaign, and never hope te pin a ribbon
over its iniglorious stains.

Thait the illitary society was too -large
te find friends quickly in the neighborhood,
and ilat as to your neighbors in camp,
they weru sure to get marching orders just
when you had learnt to like thmn. And if
yeu did not liko thecmn- 1 (Dut *for that
matter, quarrelsone neigbbors are muci
the saine everywhere. And a boundiary
road between two estates will furnish as
protty a feud as the pumu of a comnmon
back-yard.>

The liaters of the camp said tha ît lhad
avery characteristic te disqualify il; for a
homo ; that it ias ugly and crowded, with-
out the applances of civilization ; that it
wvas neither town nîorcountry, and baid the
disadvaitages of each writhout the merits
of Cither.

Tlhat it was unshaded and unsheltered,
that the lines were mionotonous and yet
confusing, and every road and parade-
grouid miore dusty than another.

Tait the huts lt in the frost in winter
and the alit in suiuner, and were at once
stiufy and draughty.

Tlat the low' roofs were like a weiglt
uponi your hlead, and that the torture as
invariably brouglt te a climax on the hot-
est of the dog-days, wlen they were tarred
and saided in suito of your teeth ; a pro-
ces whmich did not ensure thicir being water-
tiglt or siow-proof whei tle weather
chmanged.

That the rooms had no cupboards, but
an unusual mnmber of doors, througi
vich no tall inan. could pass without

That only the publicity and squalor of
the back-premises of the "lies"-their
drying clothes and crumbling mud wvalls,
thecir coal-boxos and slop-pails-could ax-
cOCC the depressing effects of the gardens
in front, vhiere such plants as wcre niot up-
rootod by tho winds perislied of frost or
drouglht, and where, if some gallant creoper
had stood fast and covered the iaccdness
of your wodeni hovel, the Royal Engi-
ncers would arrive one morniug ivith as lit-
tle annîiouicument as the tar and sand mon,
and tear down the growth of years before.
you hiad finlished shaving, for the purpose
of repaintiing your onter walls.

On the other haild, there iere those wlio
liad a greant affection. for Asholt, and affec-
tionu iever lacks arguments.

Admitting soena hairdships mand blunîders,
the defoenders of the camp fell back success-
fully upon statisties for a iitness to the
genoral hicalth.

Tlhey said that if the camp was inmdy
the breezes were exquisitely bracing, and
the climate of iat particular part of Enîg-
land such as w7ouId qualify it fer a health-
raeort for inivalids, wvere it only situated in
n comparatively inaccessible part of the
Pyrenees, instead of being within an hour
or tNo of London.

That this fact of baing within easy reach
of town imado the camp practically at the
hecalquarters of civilization and refinement,
whilst tha simple and sociable w'ays of liv-
ing, necessitated by hut-life in Coneun,
inancipated its select society froin rival

extravagance, aud cuinbersonie fornialities.

That the camp stood on thebordersof the
two counties of England which rank highiest
on the books of estate and louse agents,
and that if you did not thilnk the country
lovely and the ncighborhood agreeable you
iiust bc liard te please.

That, as regards the Royal Enigiieors, it
was one of your privileges toe h liard to
please, since yon were entitled te their
good oflices ; and if, after all, they sene-
times failed te cura your disordered drains
and sioeky clhimneys, yon. at any rate did
mot pa', as well suffer, wrhilch is the case in
civil life.

That low doors te military quarters
migit b egarded as a practical joke on
the part of authorities, who donand that
soldiers shall b both tali and upriglit, but
that mant, whiether niilitary or not, is an
adaptablo animal and cai get used to any-
thinmg ; and inldeed it was only those oflicers
whose thoglits wvere imore active thani their
instincts wvho invariably crushed théir best
hats before starting for ton.

Thiat huts (if only they were a little
higher !) 1had a great nauy advantages over
small houses, which were best appreciated
by those who hadl tried Irawinglodging al-
lowance and living i villas, and whichI

-~

would le fully known if ever the lines were
rebuiltiin brick.

Tiation monlit nights the airs that fau-
ned thesilent camp were as dry and whole-
some as by day ; that the song of the dis-
tan niåhtingaio could bc heard there ; and
finally, ïhat fro end to end of this dwell-
ing-place of ten thousand te (on occasion)
twenty thousand mcn, a wioman niiglit
pass at nidnight vith greater safety than
in the counitry lanes of a rural village or a
police-prèitected thoroughfare .Of tho no-
tropolis. 

0

But, in truth, the caip's best defence
in the ]ierts of its defenders wvas that it
was a cankp,-military life in epitomno, vith
aIl its deLets and ail its charm ; not the
lanst of ýhiiCh, te some whimnsical minds,
is, that iWrepresents, as no other phase of
society îcpresents, the humai pilgrimage
in brief.

Hfere/be sudden partings, but frequent
reunions ; tho charities and courtesies of an
uncertainm life lived largely in conun1iîon1 ; the
hospitality of passing hosts toguests who
tarry but a day.

Her;, surely, should be the home of the
sage as well as the soldier, whero every hut
imigtlîfitly carry the ancient motto, "Dwell
as if about te depart," whiere vork bears
the nobler iamen of duty, and whero the
living, hastening ou his business amid "the
lurry.ngs of this life,"* mîust pause and
stand te salute the dead as he is carried by.

Bare and dusty are the parade-grotunds,
but they are thick with niemeories. Here
were blest the colors that became a young
mian's shroud that they miglt not ba a
nation's shaime. -lere march and music
velcone the coning and speed the parting

reg"iiments. On this parado the rising.sun
is greeted with gun-fire and trumpe; cla-
rions shriller than the cock, and there ho
sets to a like salute with tulc of drun.
Hore the young recruit drills, the warrior
puts on his modal, the old pensioner steals
back to watch thei, and the soldier's chil-
dron play-soenîtinmes at figlting or fhlg-
wagging,t but oftener at funarals 1

(T bc ContinuecZJ

POLITENESS.
My little ones, do net b afraid of polite-

ness-it will net hurt you. Have none of
that false shamo which crushes the lifo fron
se many of your good and noble impulses,
and causes you te shrink fron perfôrining
little nets of tenderness and love toward
one aniother. Lat your feot, your hands,
your voice he the willing servants of that
great master of politeiess, the heiart.
Politeness tencels how te Obey, gladly,
foarlcssly and openly. The truly polite
child is a good son, a good dauiglter, for
politeness tanches hiin the duty and respect
lie owes te lis plrents; le is a kind and
grateful brother ; is very willingncss te
hIlp lis sister makes lier fel botter and
stroiiger. HO is a truc fricnd, for hue scorns
the umnkind words that wound those who
love hlim Politeness and charity are twins
-tmey imiake the truc gentleman, tho truc
geiitlewe.ainiLi, helpful, loving, unpreten-
tious. The world would be better if the
young boys and young girls, who are sooi
toe eur mien and vomien, would obey the
watchword of truc politeness, which is
charity.-Ram's Hn.

THE BUSY BEE.
*Wheni you' eat a spoonf o cf hoiiy you

have very little notion as to the amiount of
vork and travel necessary to produce it.
To make ene pound of clover honey, becs
iust deprive 62,000 lover blossoins of
their nectar, and te du this rcquires 3,750,-
000 visits te the blossoms by the becs.
In other words, ene bec to collect enouglh
nectar te umale ane pound of lionay must
go frou hivo te Ilower and baulc 3,750,000
tines. Thon, whîen you thinic how far
becs soinetiies fly in scarch of those clover
fields, oftener than not onie or two miles
from the hive, you will bcgin te geta simali
idea of the nunmber of miles ene of the in-
dustrious little creatures nust travel in
order that you miay have the pouid of
loney that gives themi se nuecl trouble.
It may also help you te uiiderstaiid why
the be is unamniable enough (to sting you
if you get in its way. When one has te
work se hard te accompilish se little, it is
quite irritating te be interfered with.

fî3uinyaîn 's "Pilgrii's Progress."
t "Fig-iaglgi ng," a name amxongsoldiers'chil-

dren for signalling.


