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THE CATHOLIC.

knowledge) by Mr. Whitbread’s plan for the in-
struction of the poor: and the result has been a
aenoral conviction, that the ignorance, superstition,
and immorality of the lower orders, aro an evil of
the most alarming magnitude. 1f the Bishop of
Durham alone be ignorant of this truth, let him ask
Lis vengrable brother the Bishop of London, who
will tnforin him that in several parts ofhis diocese,
tiere are many hundreds of ignorant wretchedyoung
crealtires, of both sexes, totally destitute of all edu-
cation, tolally unucquainted with the very first
clements of religion 5 and who perhaps never ence

entered within the walls of a church.—Bishop of !

London's charge, 1790, page 14. Lethim ask that
iutelligent magistrate Mr. Colqubous, and he will
inform him, that in the population of England
alono, cleven hundred and seaenty thousand chil-
dren, it is much to be frared, grow up to an adull
stale, without any education at all, and also withowt
any useful impressions of religion or morality., To
these arc to be added many ¢f these who have had
the advantage of some education, but in ill regulated
schuols, in which proper altention is not given to
religious and moral instruction, so thatin the
present state of things, it isnot too much to say
that cvery thirty years (the period assigned Jor a
new generation) at least four millions and ¢ half of
adulls must, in case a remedy is not applied, mingle
wn the general populaiion of England, without any
fured principles of rectitade, and with very litlle
knotcledge either of religion or worclity.~Colqu-
houn’s new and appropriate system of education,
p.72. Had thy the English clergy, like these of|
the Church of Rome, whoss zeal the Bishop of
Durham thinks bighly worthy of initation, made
the diffusion of religious kaowledgo the grext-abject
o1 their labors and solicitude, we should not now
have to view with fear and astonishment, the ig-
norance and iminorality with which we are sur-
rounded !> Remarks on the Bishop of Durham’s
+harge.—See Coyne’s cdition of Lingard’s contro-
versies, p. 44, 45.

*“There are among us, says Mr, Wilks, those
uot less in. darkness.and ignorance, than those that
are to be found in the pagodas of China, or who
amidst the deep wilds of Indian forests, sacrifice
their children, or prostrate themselves before de-
mous, at whom they tremble, but whom they adote,
—Home Missionary Mag. Jan., 1620, p. 22—
Speech of J. Wilks, Eeq., chairman at a home
missionary meeting,

* The, populace of England, are more ignorant
of Q‘c{’.‘chg‘OUs duties than they are in any other
rhrislign country. Itwould make any one chris:
tians heart bleed to think, says Bishop Croft, how
muny thousand souls there aresin this lond.that
hare no more knowledge of God than heathenss—
Thousands of the mendicant condition, and thou-
.:om;::s r:{;he meon hugbandr?‘mm', as they growp

s &row mere babes in redigion, soiggorant

as scarce to Bnow their heavenly Futher, At thisl!

Ay the case is worse than Bishop Croft represented

t.”—Quarterly Reviey, Sept. 1818, p.20.
“Itappears from the. official documeats, which

ir, Yates has collected and compared, that within

t

11is eatechism,

the small circle of ten miles round London, no less {
than 977,000 persons are shut out from the common
pastoral offices of the national religion.  Shut out,
says Mr. Yates, from the pale of the church, from ||
all participation in its benefits, they arc necessarlly |
dricen fo join the ranks of injurious opposition, |
either «n dissent and scctarian centhusiusm, or in |
the infinitely more dangerous opposition of infides.- |
ty, atheism and ignorant depravity. Well may he
add, such ¢ mine of heathenism and consequent .
profligacy and danger, under the very meridian of,
christian illumination cannot be contemplated twith- |
out terror.—Quarterly Review, Oct, 1620, p. 654. |

Somuch for the meridian of protestant illumina-
tion. Compare the state of Canada with mis.—f
Compare with this oven the nakedness of the land. |

From this painful, and appalling scencletusturn!
to more pleasing objects. ¢ I myself,?? says Dr. |
Fletcher, Spirit of Controversy, p. 121, ““have lmdi
some opportunities of ascertomning the comparative |
knowledgo, which the vulgar French, and the low-
er classesof my own counirymen posscss of their re-
spective religions. ¥ say it without partiality after
making the comparison, I do sincerely believe,
that, speaking in gencral, the religious knowledge
of the poorer French, was erudition, compared with ;
the slender notions of the poorer English. If this!
asserfion should, to any one appear the dictate of

Tho Courant’s misrepresentation of the conduct
of the Canadian clergy, his desire of excluding all
clergymen from education-comiilices, the irreli-
rious and anarchial tendency of hiscode of instruc-
tion on the broad basis of civil and religious liberty,
anthorise me to say, that the education of the heart,
the direction of the will, tho culightening of the
conscience, the communicating of principles (o
regulate the conduct of men, as good citizens and

i ggood christians, form no part of lus system of pub-

ic lnstruction,
To be continued.

Who can deny this to be the age of reason; in
which all are on every subjeet, sacred or protanc,
such magisteriai reasoners: such hopeful theorists,
such fertile scheming system builders, and tireless
reformers? It wasbut one in a thousand formerly
wha, after long study, deep research, and practical
experience, could think of offering himselfas a
guidein any branch of scicnce to the less instructed
portion of the public. Butnow knowledge flows
in upon us, like a deluge from the press; though
in so impure and jumbled a state; that, like kennel-
water, {for cvery one empties his household filth
into it) without passing it througha proper filtrat~
ing and rectifyying machine, which few possess; it
were death to drink it.  Such purifying process is
seen aptly applied in our correspondent’s strictures
on the illiberal effusion against Canadianeducation;

projudice, 1 will present a singlo cause, which
alone, may seem to account for the striking differ-
ence :~—it i3 the method, by which the minds ofthe
Frenchwerotzained to the science and practice of
religion.  No sooner bad a child, in France, been'!
taught to lisp the language of reason, thanits pa-j
rents (who it is already supposed had taught it the |
usual prayers for chi drens were compelled {o,
usher it into the parish church, to learn and repeat |
These repetitions were enacted
every Swiiday of the year, withthe exception some-
times of the season for the harvest, BDuring some
pats of the year, in Advent and Lent, they were
enacted more frequently. A catechism in ce,
was not, like our common protestant catechism in
this country, tho immense length of half a dozen;
questions, with the same formidable number of an-

swers 3 it was a book, adequate from its size, to

contain, and by its clearness, convey, a very com-

rehensive, and accurate knowledge of religion.—

%’bis was learnt, verbatim, by heart. ‘The cure, orl
hiy vicaire, explained it: and as the French pos-

, ¢t in general do not,

sess an casuiess and happincss of ex‘{)ression, which
e% explained it clearly, nat-
urally and pleasingly. The series of these instruc-
tions was continued, during the space of several
years ; always, till the period, when the child was
dreerned sufficiently inlormed, tabe admitted to the
pailicipation of the holy Eucharist. The . degree
of knotvledgo, which was required for this purpose,
was not inconsiderable. It was required, that the
person to be admitted, sbould not-only understand
the importance and obligation of this sacredaction,:
and the nature of the sacred rite, hut, shouldalsobe
able to conceive, and give atolerable account of ol
the great mysteries-and precepts of réligion.”
Instead of the words nce, and French, read
Caneda and Canadians, and the whole of this pas-
sage is perfecily applicable to the province.
think'that ¥ have stufficiently proved what I ad-
vanced, botl as tothe relative atlention ofthe Cath-
| olic_and:Protestant clcrgy in instructing; and the
relative, knowledge of religion in the bulk of-the
population of Exgland and the ignorant portion. of
the Canadiap population, o :
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sent forth by the Canadian Courant; thatsupra sa-
pient anticatholic reformers.
b
ANSWER, -
2 The Editor of the Catholic.
Rev. Sir,

The fact that T have been absent aliont threr
weeks and only returned on the evening of the 16th
instant will, I amsure, be received by you as a sufi-
cicnt apology for my not duly acknowldgeing, at an
carlier period the receipt of'your very gentlemanly

{{reply. .

¥ am happy that you have acceded tomy propo-
sal, and have done so ina manner worthy ofa
clristian and a christian minister.

I have lung since felt myself virtually called upon
to say something in defence of some of the princi-
ples of Protestantism, in reply to your sundry stric-
tures; but knew not how to do so in a manner least
offensive to you and most beneficial to alt concer-
ned insuch a discussion.  The way is now opened
and [ sincerely hope, thatour amicable discussiop
may proceed, as I trust it has commenced, with the
best feelings on both mdes.

By referring to the best authorities, I think you
willfind that my use of the term discover wasjsteic-
tly proper, even according to our own views of the
subject ¢ andT doubt not but upon fartherconsider~
ation you will admit thatyou write to disclose truth
to bring it to light to make it known 10 expose it
view ; otherwise to discover it.

On the propriety or impropriety of your strict-
ures upon other Editors. itis net my province
toremark; as far as I am concerned? your fexplan.
ation is perfectly satisfactory,

‘The correctness ot the .propo.silioﬁ,‘ thatthedac,- -

trines of he Cathofic €hurch are the cosiestrasper-



