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From the U, 8 Catholic Magasine.
Ofigin nnd Blewing of Bells,

The use ' Bells is very ancient in the
Church, and tmay be traced to & period ante-
rior to the eighth century. It 1s uucerian,
tiowever, by whom they were invented, Some
writcrs contend that they were first used by
&t. Pachinus, bishop of Nola, i the fitth cen.
tiry 5 an opunon wluch 18 scar suy provable,
a3 that prelate makes no incation of bells i
the descrivton of his church which he has
transmitted to posterty, It is asserted by
uthers that they wero iteoduced by Pope Sa-
binany the succesaor uf Gregury the Great,—
Vancrable Bede nssures us that towards the
cloac of the seventh century, Inrge bells were
cast fn Campann, and from tlns circumstunce
acquired thename of Campana m Latun—

leof a smuller, or uukling instruments,
tintinngbula). were in use long before the
rigtian era, as is attested 10 the twenty.
3;!1!11 chapter of Exodus, and in the writings

Suctomus, Ovid, and ‘Tvullus, The Ro.
aans used them in order to nutfy the poople
of tha opering bf the markete, and of other
accagions, These instruments very probably

prayer ' ('T'im. iv;) and in this he approves a
practice which the Church has over since
adopted) as her mwst ancient nituals and eu.
logius attest, of blesaing, with religious invo.
cation, all the ordinary materials of life, She
blesses the houses in which wo dwell, the
ahips in which we sall, the fire with which we
are warined, the bread which wo eaty the wa-
ter which we drink, the animals on which we
feed, the clothes®which wo wear, tho bannera
ander which we fight, the aring we employ,
the ficlds which we cultivate, & d the crops
which wo raise upon them. By her holy pray-
ersand exorcisms sho changes, as it were,
the moral character of these things. She de.
prives them ot their liability to mischicl and
abuse, which the devil's malice and men's
passions are disposed to give them, and re-
stores them to their proper rank of utility, and
religions subserviency for which they  were
originally created.

“ But in doing this the Church does no "be.

lieve, neither does she teach her children to be-
lieve, that any thung which she has blessed
possrsses any \irtue it itselt, independent of
the will or of the power of God ; but full of
confidence in Him, ¢ who has blessed us with

N . - { spiritual blessings in christ,’, and whose will
:{xog;gatcd the 1dea ot bells of greater dimen as St. Paul proclaims in his Epistle to the
Exphesiang, is *to re.establish all things in

During the first three ages of Christianity,
tho faithful, compelled as they were to screen
thomselves from persecution, had no public
slgnal for the performance of thew relypious
worship.  But when the Church obtained her
freedom under Constanune, 1t 18 hikely that
some method was adopted of publicly con.
vaning the fuithful to the offices of reugion ;
and it is supposed that the first means resort
ed to for this purpose was the use of wooden
mallets or ratties.* The wooden mallet 1s re-
tained to the present day among the Greeks.
In certain monasterics, the jumates wore as-
sembled by the sound of the trumpet ; 1n
athers by the chanting of alleluias, But the
igvention and introduction of the larger bell

gradually suspended all these impestect 81~
nals, ard in the tenth century its use became

ertl.

With the use of bells was introduced the
arection of bulfries for the purpose of giing
%o the former & more advantageous {positigh ;
and herce those lofty and massive towers
which surmounted the churches of the middle

cs, and which were desuned to contain
bells of various dimensions.

The blessing or consecration of these in.
straments which were 1ntended to convene
tha faithful for the worship of the Almighty,
or to perforin other offices connected wuh the
public welfare, was a natural consequence of
their sacred and benevolent destmation, and i
ils advanteges may be easily understood by
those who do not deny the efficacy of prayer,
in averting many of the evils to which we
ara exposcd, and in drawmg upon us the
Ulessings of Leaven.

“When man fell from God by sin, his whole
pature became corzupt and rebeilious ; and at
the same tite, partly as a conscquence, and
panlgens a punishment, even mammate na-
re became disorganised with lum. In the
ariginal formation of creatures, they had been
<created good, absolutely and relauvely good ,
the were subservicut to the wants of matn, and
destined to administer to his comnforts,  But
aln disturhed this benevolent arrangement.—
And the devil, availing himself of this disturb-
ance, has converted God's creatures into e
Sruments of tempuation and aggression ;
while man himself has played into the tempt-
'shands, and sbused those same creatures
for every lawless and vicious purpose.

%St Paul, in the aighth chapter of his
Epistlc to the Romaus, aunounces this me.
lancholy degradation of the inanimate world,
aod its unwilling subserviency to vamty, that
18, to the malicious hosulity of the dewil, and
the wicked propensities of ‘man ; and be re-
Presente them as in a state of indignant inpa
uence ot their being made mstraments of of.
funce agamst their common Creator. * For
w0 know that every creature groanethand tru.
vailath i pan even unt Inow.  For the crea.
tare was made subject to vanity, not willingly
bat by reason of hitn that nade it subject,
bope.  For the creature also shall be deliver.
ed from the servitude of corruption into the
liberty of the glory of the children of Ged.'
{Romans vin, £0, &¢ ) Muanwiule, however,
and awaiting tins happy restoration of al

nge, the samo aposile observes in another
place that *every creature of God 1s good’

wheo ¢ sanctificd by the word of God ane

ry b
objects of familia. usc amengstus. But thers
nre occasions when she wihdraws certain
objects from all profano and secu
and devotes then altogether to the purposcs
of religiun. ‘Then her ceremonics are more
imposing, her prayers more solemn and multi-
plied, and she employes a holier material in
ble:sin
This she denominates a consecration ; and in
this manner she consecrates churches and
altars, chalices and patens, and the dells that
are *to praise God in their high places,’ and
to toll for his exclusive worship,

m its benediction are these.
with cettam sclect psaling, to plore ihe
nmierciful protection of Gud, ¢ from whora pro.
ceedeth every wood gitt,? both in time und in
eternity,
emblems of purity and wisdom, and having
mingled them together, she washes the entire
surface ot the metal, both withm and witheut.
Now, masmuch as tie bell 1s symbuheal of
what the Cliristian oughtto be an accasion uf
ity sunmons, this ceremony points out the ne.
cessity of inward punty, as well as outward
sanctity, and teaches us that whle we labor

Ghrist that avoin heaven and on earth) she
piously prays that God would revoke, in re-
gard ot these his creatures, the malediction
which our sins have forced h
upon them; that he would
them his blessing, 8o that when we use them
they may not prove hurtful to our bodies, or
prejudictal to our souls ; that they may never
minister to our ambition, ouravarice, or con-
cupiscence, but that they may becomne excite-
ments to gratitude, and occasions to bless and
praise lus holy name.

itn to pronounce
once more give

“These prineiples will explain the ordina-
enedictions of the Church as applicable to

lar purposes,

them, the unction of oil and crism.

** Now, to epeak only of the last,—~as being

the immediate object before us,—the bell has
long been considered by the Church in point
of mateiial, as the noblestSherald in her ser-
vice, as the trumpet to sumnion her children
to their holy duties, to admomsh them to lift
up their hearts to God, to bow duwn their
heads to adore his awful mysterses, to bless
his holy name, to implo i
cessilies, and to pray for the hiving and the
dead.  In the sublime language of lier liturgy
which the bishop recites 1n her nume, she
prays that * Ho who stilled by his voice the
troubled sca, would vouchsafe to rise up to the
help of his pcopie : that he would shed upon
this instrument the dews ot his grace, that he
would give a virtue to its sound that should
scare awasy the enemy, and strengthen the
faith of Lis Christian people. ‘That as David's
harp drew down the loly Spirit, and asthe
thunder of the Lord thunderedon the adversa.
ries when Samuel offered up the holacaust of
the Lamb, so when the sound of this metal
shall move npon the air, that troops of anaels
may storm around the church, and guard her
believing chiidren withan everlusting protec-
tion.”™ “These are the benefits
temporal, which the Church prays for, ané
hopes to receive, not from. the bell itself, not
from the soun ling brass or tinkling cymbul,
but, on occasion of'its use, fron Bim who em.
ploys the humblest instrunents
mance of his greatest mergics.

re his hie'p intheir ne-

, spirttual and

in the perfor-

*f Now the ceremontes which she cmploys
She cammences

Then ehe blesses water and salt,

® Tho wooden rattle is still gsed ia wany places, doting
Lo three dags of Holy Week, vhon the bell cemaing siless.

* Vi, Poatificals, sub finem,

to exhibit nothing in ourexterior but what is
edifylng to vur neighbor, and conducive to
virtue, we should so carefully regulate the in.
ward man that othing may subsist there but
what conscience can spprove, and what God
may behold with complacency. .

*f Nexty the bishop makes upon it tho sign of
the_cross,~that holy eign which shall appear
in the hevens ‘when the Lord shall come to
Judgment.  And then with the holy oil, the
Oleum Informorum, he scven times anointa it
on tho outside, and four times in the inside
with the sacred chrism. ‘Phe unction of ol
18 the symbol of grace which softens the aspe.
rtics of the law, and makes thecross of Chnist
sit casier on oar shoulders, at the same time
that it strengthens the soul in her fearful con.
flicts with Satan, with the world, and her own
unruly passions, ‘Ihe scven crosses, which
arotraced on the outside, bespeak the daunt.
less courage of the Christian, That so far
from blushing at the practices of his religion,
it is Ins duty to bear 1t visibly about him, and
to glory, with the great apostle, that he car-
nies the sugmata of Jesus Christ on hus per.
son ; and this so effcctually, that lus char-
acter of Catholic may never be mistaken, but
that by the modesty of his deportment, the
wisdom of his words, by the_sobricty of his
tongue, the temperance of his_ habits, by his
patience and forbearance, and his quiet ac.
quicscence in the holy will of Providence,
the world tay recognise hum for what he 15, a
worthy disciple of the holiest of Masters.
Finally, as the quality of oil is to penetrate
even metals, it tesches that he should
thoroughly 1mbued with the epinit of his mas-
ter Christ, so that whilst lie outwardly bears
about him the mortification of Jesus, he may
inwardly encourage [a love for his precepts,
an affection for Ins sufferimgs, and be, both
in heart and mind, a devoted servant of him
who ‘*¢hath ancinted us in Christ, who hath
also sealed us, and given the pledge of the
Spinit 1n our hearts” (2 Cor.1. 22). And
this interior unction of the Holy Spint 18 sha.
dowed out by the four inward applications of
the holy chrism, on occasion of which the
Church prays that all who assemble at the
sound, may surmount all temptations of the
enemy, and diligently pursue the maxima and
precepts of their holy faith,

“ And here 1t may occur to be asked, why
the pumber of crosses and anointings, should
be precisely seven, and four, neither more nor
less. Erveryone whoisatall conversant with
the holy Scriptures and the wntgs of the
Fathers, knows well thatthere 1s s mysterious
character attaching to the number scren, o
character of completion and perfection,

* Now as the materiat bell 18 the voico of
the Church, and wlulst it summons to the
preaching, it illustrates the spirit and the pro-
gress of the Gospel, these seven external
anointings may scem to unply the eeven.fold
gifts of the Hoiy Spirit cuumerated by the
prophet TIsaiah, T'w septiformis munera.” &c.,
and the four anointings with chrism, 1 the
inner side, at the four dwastons where the
tongue or the hammer is mado to strike, will
aptly sigmfy the preaching of the Church, and
the geueral diffusion of the Gospel from its
centre to the fuur quarters vf the globe. In
omn-m terram ex ril sonus ccrum, e in fines
erbis terre verba corum.™

To be Continued.
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VexeraTION o ANaens.—Thoe Octc-
ber No. of the Gospel Messenger cone
tains a “ Sermon for the festival of St
Michael and all Angels,” from which we
muke the following extract :—

* Such aro the evidences, that the an-
gels entertain a lively interest in human

concerns. Andiasp we not new prepared
10 give unl answer,or rather to assent 1o
the decluration. imiplied to the inquiry ol
St. Paul, “are they noi all mustering
spitits seat fostde 1o minster for them who
shull he heirs of salvation 2"

¢ Lt us briefly apply the subject : Ao
tho angels bear such a relation to man-
kind, us they ever have sympathized with
our race, vven l'rom the creation, when we
aro told thoy shouted tor joy, and bav
periormed {or us valuabie services, is
not reasonable, is it not proper and 1he dic
tats of gratitude, 1o honor themjust as we
do human benefuclors, regarding them
ol' cuurse as instrumenis of the divine

*Disgourseut'the Reve UZ Weedall.

bounty, aud through them looking up o
him who is the author of every good gift 1

Nothing is said of the Invocation of
Angels—but two points are ackowledgod
to bo based on Scripture,~1.—That the
Angels know what occurs on earth, and
2.—~Thatthey are to bo honoured. Had
the preacher referred 1o Zuchary 1, 12
“And the Angel of the Lord answered
and ssid; O Lord of Hosts, how long,
wilt thou not have mercy on Jerusalem,
and the cities of Judah, with which thou
hast been jargry ? This is now the ses
ventieth year,” Le might have added, that
besides their * usual manner” of benefit
ling man by conveying to him messages
of comfort and_hope and monition from
the Almighty, angels also pray to God in
his behall. This we apprehend was omit~
ed as o savouring too strongly of Popery.

Angels know what occurs on earth—
even to the secrets of man's heart—hig
repuntance.  Such a knowledgo therefose
does not imply the Divine attribute of
omnicience. Why therefore do Episco-

palians charge Cutholics with idolutey in
asking the prayers of Angels and of Saines
who are as Christ tells us, * as the Angels
of Gud in_heaven.”—Math. xxii. 80, Is
it 1 holding that they pray 1o God, or in
believing that their prayers arc asked ?
Error is never consistent.—U. 8. C. Mis«
cellany.

ARCHCONFRATERNITY oF TuR Mosr
Hovy anp IMMacuLaTe HEART or Magry
FoR THE CoNvERsION OF SINNERs.—The
pious parish priest of a poor church cak
led Notre Dames des Victoires, sitvated
in the very midst of the dissipation of Paris’
being afllicted at the utter neglect of relie
gious duty on tho part of the most of his
parishioners, bagan in December, 1936,
some piovs exercises directed 10 obtain the
conversion of sinners, thraugh the inters
cession of the Blessed Virgin. In Janua.
ry, 1837, the society was formally com-
menced, and ¥s {ruits were observable in
the paschal communions, which increased
in that year from %:0°109950; The Holy
See formally approved of the piovs Sssos
ciatian, by a Brief, dated 241h April, 1838,
Already 2382 subordinate confraternitjes
‘have been formed, $22 of which are out of
‘France in various countries of Europe, and
in Asin, and in Eastern Oceanica, and
America. Fhe number of members irn-
scribed in the Register ot Paris, up to
October of lust year, was 292,856, of whom
127,763 were men. Numerous and ex-
traordinary conversions have been the
result of the prayers of this Society, many
of which are narrated in the Manual, first-
published in 1839, and which hus Jlready
gene through nine editions. A branch
confraternity has been established in Se.
Mary’s church, of this city, and power hias
heen given 10 erect branches throughout
the diveess, with the permission of the
Yice President, appointed by the Bishop
conformubly to powers communicated by
‘the Director, Mr. Dufriche Desgenettes,
*The rapid diffusion of this pious. Assecing
tion is for us an indicasion thar Godv wilh
bspeedily grant many and sstrsordisury
graces through 1he intercessjon ofi ihe

Euves-blessed Virgin, W wegard thus
urisa of prayersas a most powertul weans

{or deawing our erting hrethren toothe unis

l v of the chursl— Cariolie. Hveld,



