
THE, GENERAL CONFERENÇE.

The approach of the Quadrenniat
Conference of the Methodist Church
of Canada furnishes an occasion of
looking back and noting the progress
of the four years past. Such aretro-
spect catis forth, a feeling of devout-
est gratitude to God for the tokens
of His approval which have beeti
vouchsafed the operations of our
Church. The admirable statistical
tables drawvn up by the Rev. George
Cornish, show in the three Western
Conferences 161 ministers on proba-
tion, 613 effective, 100, superannuat-
ed, 41 supernumerary-a total of 9 15,
being an increase of 210 ini the min-
isterial staff. Deducting 113, belong-
iiig to thie late N. C. Church, wve
have a net increase Of 97 during the
Q undrennial tern.

The rnembership returns show in
these three Conferences an increase
of 2P053 during the past year, and of
23,275 during the quadrennial term,
from which, deduct 7,439 belonging
to the late N. C. Conférence, and we
have a net increase in the four years
of 18,736.

The reurnis from the Eastern Con-
ferences have flot yet been tabulated
nor are the financial returns at ait
complete. We witt present at as
early an oppcrtunity as possible a
coinplete abstract of the four years

N otwithstanding the unprecedent-
ed bard times.the financial e.xhibit of
each of our funds vill show a
mairked increase. But the demands
upon them have also largely in-
creased, especialty on the superan-
nuated and missionary funds, s0 that
in those important departmnents of
economy there is a serious defi-
ciency.

The progress of church and par-
smnage bilding is beyond ail prece-

dent in the history of the Churcb-,
both in number, beauty and costli-
ness of these structures.

The increase in circulation of our
periodical literature has also been
very gratifying Our Suriday-school
work especially, in alits dpartments,
is exhibitirig unusual prosperity and
extension. At the beginning of
1874 the circulation of the .Sitnday-
Scizool Banne- Wvas 2,650. Since then
it has increased one-fourth in size
and more tlîan doubled in circula-
tion. 'Ne are now printing 5,500
copies per month. The circulation
of that highly efficient Sunday-school
help the J3eiean Lear'es, has also,
advanced fromn 22,000 per month, four
years ago, to ,8,ooo per month. The
Sunday-&hool Advocate bas also
shared the general prosperity of our
S. S. publications, its circulation ini
two years havirig increased 1,72â
copies. It has also been greatly im-
proved in character, and the number
of the engravings largely increased.
The success of this MAGAZIINE, has
surpassed the expectations of some
of its most sanguine friends. It bas
won warm tributes of commendation
from the leading journals of Method-
ismn both in Canada. the United
States, and Great Britain. It is ad-
mitted to be inechanically the hand-
somest in the Domion. 0f its liter-
ary menit it becomes flot us to speakýl,.
Duning the past year-notwitstand-
ing the extremnely "hard tinles," its
circulation has increased 1,035-a
proof of its growving populanity. The
increase of our veteran weekly, the
chirirtianp Giiarýdian, neyer more full
oi moral and intellectual power than
at presenit, during the year as re-
ported to, the Conferences-the latest
dates at hand-is nearly î ,ooo. These
facts and figures are full of encourag-
ment and are an augury of stili
greater success in the future.
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GtJRRENT TOPIGS AND EVENTS.


