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EASTER THOUGUTS.

BW THE LATE 11EV. MORLEY PUNSIION, LL.D

GUD lbas taken care to fence round the death of Christ with
evidences whiich no skýeptic can gaiîîsay. The cross 'vas reared
in the very midst of the ages, when mÀen with sharpened initel-
lects liad begiun to weigh evidence, aîîd to guard against frauid;
wheîî the schiouls had fostered an inquisitive spirit, and wlien
theie ivas a general avarice for knovledge. There was istory
whien Christ 'vas crucified, and that history records the fact from
the pens of wvriters who were iinfrieindly7 to Messiah's claius.
Even niex's evil passions were made to subserve the purpoes of
',he Divinie attestation. The irniperious iRoman and the jealous
and cruel Jew were equally interested in the frustration of imi-
posture, and thiey join wvithi swartlî Cyrenian and cultured Greek
in witness of the death of Jesus. The soldier who pierced Hum
bears testinuony as important as if Providence, and îuot ïDalignity
hiad poised bis spear; and the sepuichre liewn out of the rock,
ivith its quiet dlay and ricli embalmîniients, with its inpcrial
signet and its ponip of guaids, autheuiticates, so that ail the woirML
xnay itceive it, that Christ did actuali'- di'e. The resuirrection
rests ulioxli evidence equally, and il* posi1ble more coiiv,;ncîng.
Suplîil.try itself iniglut 'uell be sileuuced biefore tlue vast accixiu-
lawonî of te_.,tinuuy '.0 ich croN ds aruuind the forsaken toîil, Lt
is riglit therefore that ý%e ý,hould coinfiut -ourselves as we Staiid
by the grave of Jestis-a, grave now eiipt)i"ed of its tenant-uaith
the e.xectaton of the blessiuugs whichi Ris deathi was undertakeni
to l)roclul'e.

1)uriîg the +-:îne of lis incarnate life, Ris annouxucemnet of
1lis conming fate, and of the purpose of» expiation wvhich it iii-
volv3d, fell ofteux upon the cars of* lus disciples like a startl,
rain; aiud on several occasý,Iins, Hle tauught tlwm to auticîpate If s

resurecxonas the compfletion of lus wouk, and wh1ich. was to
viuudicate 1-is character and 'ýu prove {iuui to hava, couc dowji
froîtu heavei,. And we too, uipoi: whoin iliere bas corne " fueu
.Iiglut froin the (lesceuit of flic Spirit and froin the fuliiieliet of
the iuterp)retingf years-we too nay rejoice iii this T' 'cI er-ùtide,
eveix \vt exceediuug joy. Jesus is risen :-veutlucrc ýas edilie


