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ment has been established as one which will produce bett
rcsult's Fhaq any other known method, excepting pc-ssibtlir
land irrigation under exceptional conditions ¢

2 ‘Municipal engineers owe much to Messrs. Chalkle
atton and Copeland for conducting experiments on z

large scale to prove the practicability of the process

evolved by Messrs. Ardern and Lockett under different

conditions.

4 The writer acknowledges his indebtedness to: the
ahoye ge_ntlemen and to Mr. John H. Fowler for informa-
tion bearing upon the important subject under review

LETTER TO THE EDITOR.

Revision of the Patent Act.

Slr,_—Your issue of May 11th contains a letter with
.suggestlons as to the amendment of the Patent Act and
improvements in patent practice, made by Mr. W S
Babcock, of Montreal. With some, at least, of ti]esé
suggestions we are heartily in accord. The pate,nt and the
tra@e‘ mark branches of the Patent Office will never get
sufficient attention as long as they are merely adjunct:of
the Department of Agriculture, the head of whic}; is
usually someone whose interests and experience are
largely agricultural.

‘The sgggestion that patentees be given the option of
having their patents subjected to compulsory manufacture -
or compulsory license, is a good one. The manufacturing
section of the act-in the past has been more of a nuisance
to patentees than of benefit to manufacturers. It may
also be advisable to have interferences decided by an
official of the patent office, as the proper weighing of the
hich require to be considered in an inter-
ference case necessitates special experience, not only in
the consideration of evidence, but in the consideration of
the various points of the invention in issue. The average
arbitrator appointed by the government often falls woe-
fully short in the latter feature. We have not noticed
however, that the interference proceedings in the Uniteci
States office are very much cheaper than the decision of a
Canadian interference by arbitration. .

As to the substitution of a continuous term of eighteen
years, with a somewhat increased first payment, in place
of the present renewal system, there may be differences of
opinion. It is often of considerable advantage to get rid
of the patents which are allowed to expire at the end of
the first six years of their life. It greatly reduces the
number of patents that have to be kept in mind when de-
termining the question of infringement. It is quite pos-
sible that the provision of extensions of time for payment
of renewal fees on the payment of certain fines would meet

the requirements.

Our suggestion would be that the government ap-
point a commission including representatives of the patent
office, patent attorneys, lawyers, inventors, and manu-
facturers, to consider the whole situation and to make
recommendations for revision of the Act, improvement in
the organization of the patent office, and improvements

in patent procedure.
RIDOUT & MAYBEE,
Solicitors of Patents, Toronto.
Per J. Edward Maybee.

various points W

Toronto, May 15th, 1916.




