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Wo have come to mako montion of the loving kindness of
our God, and, a8 we gratefully rccognize tho hand that has
led us during the year now closed te a dogree of success, the
natural enguiry that arisns in our minds js—What lies bofore

. un in the year to come? What is there for us to do? What
aecosaities preas upon us, and how shall we meot them?

Let ua look for a moment at the necossitics. Qur aim is—
* All tho World for Jeaus.,” Homo may think that there ia
8o mach being done that * He may havo the hoathen for His
inheritance, and the nttermost parts of the carth for Hia
possession,” that the call is not to us so urgent.

Thank God much has been done since the heroic Carey
vontured into the sou! mines of India. 100,000 missionarics
have gone forth with the messago of lifo to the heathon, and
thousands upon thousands havo been brought to Jesus ; yet
there are 850,000,000 of our fellow-beings ignorant of the
only name whereby thoy may bo saved.

Iﬁvo hundved millions of these are women and girls, and
oall to us for help. Let us pause n moment that wo may ap-
prohend the awful truth,

We have been called upon to imagine theso helpless, hope-
leas sistetn of ours passing one by one in unbrokon succea-
sion our door. If we look but for two scconds into each

leading faco, thirty years would have rolled their round
foro tho last one would have passed from our sight. Is
hore not & necossity * Do wo realize it !

At times we do, when some burning spirit with the elo.
quence born of conviction and consecration depicta to us
their suffering. \When we are tokd, as wo wore o KJW months
ngo, of & childhood that knows no joy, of girthood that in-
stead of bright fancics and happy hopes, carries olready
burdens too heavy for age ; of womaenhood whose overy amo-
tion ia stifled at its source, nnd vut of whose heart is crushed
overy hope but that of non-existence. For o little our
hearts arc moved, and perliaps our oyes moisten with the tear
of sympathy, and it scoms as wo liston that we must respond
to the call for holp. But nlas! the impression pusses away
with the occasion. The duties of lifo press upon us, or it
may be ita pleasures allure us, and the dew of feoling never
crystalizes into purpose and action. And so hut one in ten
of thoso who helicve that Christ died for them do anything
to carry out His laat commandment.

It is because wo forget 80 soon that so many of us fold
securely our own hopes and prosp. cta about us and are con-
tent to be at ease 1 Zion. This i why of the 25,000
women in, the Baptist Churches of tho Maritime Provinces
but 3,000 are members of aid socictics, and of these 3,000 so
few nre found to keop alivo tho altar fires, and to claim the
promise made to united prayer.

And hore nnother neccasity presvuts itsclf to us, that of
arousing the hearta and consciences of thess our 25,000 sisters
to such n realization of their obligntions as shall prompt each
one to the fulfilment of them.

How shall wo do it* WWhen tho walla of Jorusalem were
rebuilt they built ovi ry man over ngainat hia own door. We
expect our meeting to-day to bu & power, and we havo proyed
that influences may go forth frnmg;.7 that will reach in bless-
ing to fardistant India, and will re-echo in eternal harmonies,

ur associntionn! meetings just“past have aroused con-
sciences and atirred hearts ; but they will ail bo as o plensant
song unless thoy result in individunl cffort. Lot everyono
sco to it that her awn information 1s so complete, and her
own soul 80 in sympathy with the work commit ed to her by
her sacending Lord, that she herself will be a ﬁowor of light,
that no one may come within the circloof her influence with-
out being atimulatod to better service.

‘“Tho spirit of a single mind makes that of multitud

be, every woman in tha churoh, - Remomber, we have hat
3,000 out of 25,000. To this cnd no pains should Lo spared
to mako tho meetings intereating, - .

Many methods have been suggested, and much is satd and
written that is helpful 3 but of all that I have soen nqthiﬂg
has pleased mo hetter thau tho photogrph from ‘real-life

roscnted to ua in the July Link by our own corrcspondont.
f wish that it might become a reality In overy ono of gur
sociotles. [ts-externals were o well-lighted and woll-heated
room, and good maps. Its casontials were, such intelligonce
as 8 the result of dareful study (facilities for whioh are with-
in the reach of ua all), anch Mborality as charactorizes the
giver whom (od loves: and such dovotion, such enrnest .
prayor as cannot fuil, Lut ploads until tho touch of faith ts
exporiencod, and such prajso s rises oven as sweet incenso
from hearts that have learnod to rejoice in (3od, and in His
promise of saving health for all nations, -

'“ As iron sharpenoth iron, so doth the fnce of o man his
friend," aud 80 ap occasional rounion of tho Aid Sooietics of
a county or distriot would be found helpful. The roports
of our siater sociotics make frequant mention of such meet-
ingn, and somo of tho sscretaries regard thom as their great
hope. With individual consceration resulting in efficient
Aid Socictics, with quarterly, or semi-annual county or dis-
trict meetings, gathoring the rivulets of foeling and purpoeso
ints onr associstional meotings, all pouring their blessed
streams of faith nnd real into our annual feast, and cach
with a recipiocity Liko to nature's own, receiving in ita turn
holy quickening, what might we not accomplish !~ Qur 83,000
would become 230,000 Instead of two represontatives o=
the Foreign field, wo would have twenty, and when claims
presonted themsolves to us of which our Audgmcnt aptproved,
and to which our inmost hearts responded, an um?ty troasuvy

wonld not face us, and bring both heart and soul into abject
bondage. o
Last {,enr wo pledged ourselves to use overy effort to induce

our fabbath Schools to give the subjoct of Missions a pro-
minent and permanent place, and nmong the activitios of
the ensuing year 1 wouhrnrgu the corrying out of this reso-
lution,

It would be idle for me to take up timo in presuntivxc’g
arguments for th trninhn# of childron in, missions. C]
ineot them overywhero. Lvery missionary paper and maga-
zine discuescs the subject. Only our last Link contalns an
article hoaded *' The Children, our Helpers and our Hope,”
and stated that many a good missionary wero ho to havo but
one chance of reachivg the good peoplo of a town or country
church would unbesitatingly say, *‘ Lot me meot tho S8unda;
School and tell my story to the ‘children and young people.”
So the question no longer is—8hall missienary tratning ¢
supplied, bat how shall it bo supplied ? :

uch is being done by Mission Bands, and their work Is
boyond all praise, but we think thia resolution of ours points
to n more oxcellont way. '

Training to be of valuo must be begun carly and rench
through all the years from childhood to maturity. It must
be permanent.

f necossity the intercst of Bands must fluctuste, for it
too often depends upon the zeal and onergy of ono dovoted.
apirit.
p'?hu training must be genoral. Bands reach but a part of
the ohildren, and in many cases the children who need it
least. The samo offort that would reach and jnterest twenty
children might and ought to reach two hundred. What
agenay so well adapted to give carly, systematio, permanent
and general tralning as our Sundny Schools? A beginning
has made. Somo schools hava thrown open their doors
to tho Mission-Band, dovote n portion of thoir funda to Mis-
sions, and participato in model Misslonary meotlngs, con-
sisting of map lessons, claas oxorcisca, recitations, nddreases,
and inspiring music—all without any labor on their part!

Othors Vo moro folly ’magnlﬂe ﬂ}e!r offico, hgve recog-

ke one ction.” Let each member of our aid society
X plon and work for increaso of membership. Our aim should

nized th es 04 6 y org give all their
funds to Missions, Homo and Forcign, and thorgselves furnish
tho model mission excrciscs, .




