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. ~ RETROSEECTIVE.

Under this heading, M. W. Bro.
John Heedley Bell, Grand Master of
the Graud Lodge of Manitoba, thus
eloquently discourses in his address
at the recent communieation of thet
Qrand Bedy:—

¢t is well at times to pause and
eonsider our ways. We should some-
Himes roview the past and make ocare-
ful cstimate of the present, to the end
that better progress and larger attain-
ment be assured for the fatare, Thus
tho merchant takes an account of
gtock, makes investigation of his
Dusiness, and reckons up the gains or
Iogses to which he has been subject.
Thus the shipmaster takes & daily ob-
garvation that he maay ascerisin the
digtance which has bedn sailed over,
the counice that has been kept and
his present position. Individaally.
It is our duly fo take fregment ob-
servations, that we may know just
whers wa gre, what we ave baen do-
ing, whither we are tending. The
wotrospect cheexs or pains us as &
edm reflection upon cur conduct
ghall convince ns whether we hove
giriven to porforr well snd wisely
in our raspeotiv. .‘atiops what was
given ug to.do, or whether wahavenot
Toft.mndone the eotual dulies incum-
Bong on ms. When wo ere cbout to
aorege ome of those Hnes by which
£imp is divided inlo emnwual periods,
£t is natazal to holt, to scnd & glones
Bookwerd over the way that has been

travelled, while seme thoughts are
evoked in régard to present condition
and fature prospects,

+ Just mow, &8 & Masonioc Grand
Liodge, we ure crossing one of thoge
suggestive lines. It.is appropriate,
then, that we take a relrospective
glance over the ten years of our past
history. In doing so, we shall find
abundant caunse for congratulation in
the progress made and the position
now held by the craft. )

At our organizbiion in May, 1875,
s pamphlet of cen puges wag sufi- -
cient to record our proceedings; last
yeor it required seventy-eight for the
same purpose. There weza then bhas.
three lodges in this jurisdiotion, with
208 members, and the receipts of the
Grand Liodge for the first year wers
$881.75. o

On the 11tk of Febroary, 1880,
when I was elected to the Grend
Bast our numbors hed increased io
ten werranted lodges and one lodge
under dispsnsetion, with 8560 mer.
bers, with $446.95 of Grand Lodge
revenue, sn iuerease during the fizst
five years of eight lodges, 157 mem-
bers and $116.20 of recsipts. Daring
the five years thet I have hed the
honor to preside a8 your Grard Mog.
ter, our numbers have inereased fo
28 warranted lodpes, with 1,248 mem-
bers, 2nd $1,698.21 of Grang Lodge
receipts, an incroase in tho fve yeqxa
of 20 lodges, 886 members, and



