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consists of twelve upriglit stones, in allusion to the solar year, or the
twelve signs of the Zodiae, the east, west and south are marked by three
stones each, placed without the circle in direct lines, pointing to aci of
these quarters; and towards the nortl in a double rowof twicenineteen
stones, forimng two perpendicular parallel Unes, witlh a single elevated
stone. at the entrance. lu the centre of tlie circle stands higih exalted
above the rest the gigantie representative of the Deity, to vhich adora-
tion of his worshîippers was peculiarly directed.

This extraordinary symbol vas also used by the ancient inhabitants
of Scndiavia, ani had an idoubted reference to the hal? of Odin, or
the Zodiae, which the Edda inforns us, contained the twelve seats dis-
posed in the forni of a circle, for the principal gods, besides an elevated
throne in tlic centre for Odin, as tle representative of the gCreat father.

It is reniarkable that the ancient systems of iytholoEgy, the Great
F]ather or the male generative principle, was uniformly symbolised by
-a point weithin a circle.

This emblem was placed by the Scandinavian priests and poets, on
the central summit of a rainbow, which was fabled to be a bridge lead-
ing fron earth to heaven, the emblem-, therefore, represented Valalt
or the supernal palace of the chief celestial deity.

THE FOUR CdIDTNAL VIRTUES.

Aniong tlie varions ancient Societies Temperance, Fortitude, .Prudencc-
and Justice, were strictly enjoined upon lic candidates at initiation into
the mîysteries, the practice of the saine was nost rigidly enforced by
fHierophant and the other oflicers of the socicty and a vioalation of'
Citlier was punished nost severely. The candidates before and
during the initiation underwent the the severest trials of temperance
and fbrtitude, by a prolonged abstinence, fasting, prayer and penitence
and the peculiar mode of the ceremony of initiation itself as bas been
seen by the discription of the initiations into Ilie gyptian, Clensinian
and Pythagorian nysteries.

Above ail others Pythagoras enforce, both by precept and by example
the practice of the four cardinal virtues.

111IH PLACES.

As ve lave learned from the former part of this lecture, the ancient
Egyptians and the Druids w-orshiped upon hills :md on the top of high
moutains or ini groves: but in no instance in buildings with a cover or
roof, the same practice was followed by the Persians, flie Japanese and
various other nations ; in fact this practico in early times was almost
universal, and ev-ery umiontain iwas esteemced holy, the people fancied

. that they were brouglit nearor Io the Deity by ascending tlc niountains;
and the hills were consideed-ý the pecuiliar -place wherc God delivered
his oracles. In course of time, as w-e have seen, the Egyptians changed
their miode of worship and erected temples.

THE TwO PRINCIPIL PILLARS.

In astronomy the equinoctial points are called pillars, because the
great semi-circle, or uipper hemisphere, doth seem to rest upon them-
The tiwo principal pillars, called Jachin and Boaz are supposed to bc
placed at the eqiinoctical points; Boaz in the east and Jachin in tlie
west tlie former on the left hand, and the latter on the riglt, to the
inhabitants of the northern hemispiere, the seal of masonry; and the
cross w-ay-s in which tliese two pillars arc said Io be fixed are the


