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KHEYS.

Everybody must have remarked the
extraordinnry multiplying powers be-
longlog to keys, Thero {8 8 glamouu
about them. In vaia do you from time
to time make a minute juspection and
go over your key-rings and kcy-boses,
but betore loag you are wondering to
wlm.t lock to ascribe this particular,
unexpla.lncd tramp ol a key,—~how in
me world you came into possession of
this would-be oruamental implement
with a four cornered head; which can
certainly open nothing you are awure
of posSessing and what you cxn pos-
sibly want with this clumnsy kitchen-
Joor o.lialr, lookiug as if its wards had
been made by a process of gnawing and
Dlting--is something that enguges your
attention for days upon days.

-There they are: keys and keys mys
tey lous, unsuggestive! You can find no
key-holbs for them, and you darc not
tarow them away, clnce suvely their
key-holes must be waiting them sowme-
where in your keeping. For a while
you Zo on lettlag them dangle on your
Lkey-ring or chain in hopes of some sud-
den flash of memory or gtroke of chance
revealing their key-hoies to you, but
the revelation never comes, and at last
you tcke them off and consign them
(f yon are of a prucent and pacl iné
away turn of mind) to the comp.ny
of their unavailing brethres, in o limyo
of the lockless, They will never come
out, and more keys will be added to

Bat the mischief of it §s that keys
do Mot content themselves ~iwn this
supernatural multiplying: they also
disappear like morcly movtal things,—
ke v.xncglasses. t-'um'm. pins and but-
tons. It it wero 01y the having so
many keys with o locks, we might
aceept the pheaowe.. wa with meek won-
der, a8 wo Fronder :.* there being 50
mapy: more stax_ga_-ln e sky ‘than we
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requirve for navigating purposes, and so
many flowers wasting their sweotness
on the desort afr: but then e have
80 masny locks without keys. From our
wardrobes, our drawers, our doots, our
cablaets, our secretaires, and all the
varlous receptacles to which the fur-
alture may refuse ixand;es, the keys
drop «way like autumn leaves, and, ap-
pareutly like autumn leaves, wither and
pass fatp -“dust, But the unexpected
keys never it the deserted locks, and
that seems & mystery of evil, It is
peculiarly disturbing when, on your
refurning from your holiday-trip, you
have found in. your key-box half a
dozéa keys, whose “raison d'etre” is
an iusoluble problem, to have to send
tor the locksmith to replace hali-a-doz-
en o‘t‘uer keys wh!\.h have melted out
of thetr tocks, 20 one knows when or
how. As a rule, unexpected keys are
smaY, and deserted locks are large. It

_would scem almost as it vexatious fair

—

ies make changelings of keys as they
used to do lu olden times, of babies.
and there is no other theory whic. can
coanect those keys with those locks!

The troubles of life nssumo differcat
aspeets tu different sufferers: to some
the diseusd, to others, the doctor is
the greater trial; to svms the dinner
of herbs, to others the stalled ox is
the mortlfication; to some the frying-
pan, to others the iire is the less ob-
jectionable murtyrdoni; 80 it is with
locks and keys. rhere are persons, pur.
haps a wajority —{or such persons must
be unthinking, and the unthinking are
a majorlty—there'nre persons who hold
it a lighter afflictloa to possess keys
without locks than locks without keys,
Looking ouly to the mement, they note
the lncoavenience of findjug their pro-
perties secured from their access, per-
haps just when they most need them
for immeédjate purposes,; and since no
like obgstruction cam ever arige from
the posgession of aimless keys, which,
it they cau uvlasten nothiug, at least
fasten up anodthing, they take it that
the momertary, the removable diffi-
culty~ ¢hat of the lock whose key has
gone lato the past—represents the im-
measurably greater loss.

This is an evident-nistake. The lock-
smith arrives, forces tho lock, puts it
back iwith another key, and olt i as
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before. The loss is dofinite; tho Loy
somd time, more tempér, and your ex-
penses, In the otbhor case tho loss is
indefinite, never at an end. You have
forgottea or failed to learn what that
ey could bave unlocked for you; it
remalns & monument of vanished poasi-
blljties, #fliose chief though unknown
disappoiatments of ljle: it is tho vis-
ible but untelligible record of some-
thing you ought to have and have not.
You can nevee tell now, you can only
gucse, what it mijght have vone it you
had discoered its use, und it has be-
come worse than useless, fcr it is ag-
gravatiag, What endowment can be
more annoylng than a possession which
{ts owner is hopelessly precluded from
enjoying ? :
O3 D e—
MARK YOUR BIRD.

While youang women know, and their
pasents know for them, that marriage
is not merely the happiest and fittest
coadition to which they can look for-
ward, but the oaly happy and fit con-
dition—the only escape from depend-
ence on charity or on their own in-
competencies and loss of social:poéi-
tion, and from all the hardships q.nd
hazards of an u;xskilied and precari-
ous existence—it seems unrcasonable
that neither the young women nor °
thelr parents arc ¢ble to take u.t_:tive
measares to prevent the catastrophe of
final spinsterhood, Eut the instinct
which is at the bottom of the prohi-
bition is one too sound to be gain-
said. Marriage should meaa love, and
love has its own laws and cannot be
transacted accordiag to the principies
of demand and supply, nor through the
medium of parents or any otlxc;r
accradited agents.

That a-ioung woman will have no
pluce In the world vnless & busband
gives her a home aad a purpose in
iife, is no doubt a strong temptation
to marrjage, but it is not a reason for
it. Theee is otly one allowable reason,
and that Is love for the man she mitr-
rlw, und ‘hether it be so or not, or

‘only by the tralning of generations,

young women, unless most except!on-
ally, do not love unsought,

They may of course be dccelvad i,
to the seeklng or as to tho éxtent-and
earnestness of tho secklag, but, thq.*



