
there is any hardship in bringing the Indians under the laws of the
States,'in the neighborhood of which they live ; or, as the phrase is,
within the limits ofw>Ieich they live. Some consider it the greatest
kindness that can be done to the Indians to remove them, even with-
out their consent and against their will, to a country where, as is sup-.
posed, they will be in a condition more favorable to their happiness.
Others think, ýhat if they are compelled to remove, their circum-
stances will be in all respects worse than at present; and that, suffer-
ing under a deep sense of injury, and considering themselves trodden
down by the march of inexorable oppression, they will become atterly
dispirited, and sink rapidly to the lowest degradation and to final ex-
tinction.

So great a diversity of opinion is principally owing to want of cor-
rect information. It is my design, Messrs. Editors, to furnish, in a
few numbers of moderate length, such materials, as will enable every
dispassionate and disinterested man to determine where the right of
the case is.

In the mean time, I would observe, that the people of the United
States owe it to themselves, and to mankind, to form a correct judg-
ment in this matter. The questions have forced themselves upon us,
as a nation :-What is to become of the Indians ? Have they any
rights ? If they have, What are these rights ? and how are they to be
secured1 These questions must receive a practical answer ; and that
very soon. What the answer shall be, is a subject of the deepest con-
cern to the country.

The number of individuals, who are interested in the course now to
be pursued, is very great. It is computed, that there are within our
national limits more than 300,000 Indians; some say 500,000; and,
in the southwestern States, the tribes whose immediate removal is in
contemplation, have an aggregate population of more than 60,000.
The interests of all these people are implicated, in any measure to be
taken respecting them.

The character of our government, and of our country, may be
deeply involved. Most certainly an indelible stigma will be fixed upon
us, if, in the plenitude of our power, and in the pride of our superior-
ity, we shall be guilty of manifest injustice to our weak and defence-
less neighbors. There are persons among us, not ignorant, nor preju-
diced, nor under the bias of private interest, who seriously apprehend,
that there is danger of our national character being most unhappily
affected, before the subject shall be fairly at rest. If these individuals
are misled by an erroneous view of facts, or by the adoption of faise
principles, a free discussion will relieve their .ninds.

It should be remembered, by our rulers as well as others, that this
controversy, (for it has assumed the form of a regular controversy,)
will ultimately be well understood by the whole civilized world. No
subject, not even war, nor slavery, nor the nature of free institutions,
will be more thoroughly canvassed. The voice of mankind will be
pronounced upon it ;-a voice, which will not be drowned by the
clamor of ephemeral parties, nor silenced by the paltry considerations
of local or private interest. Such men as the Baron Humboldt and
the Duc de Broglie, on the continent of Europe, and a host of other
statesmen, and orators, and powerful writers, there and in Great Brit-


