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and astute intellects the world has seen. These will
find us open to attack, as soon as our prosperity
lures their greed, their lust, and their ambition.
Why has Russia impoverished her finances to build
her railroads, and why does she keep a vast and
powerful fleet in the North Pacific ? Only for pur-
poses of conquest, and in order that her ambition
may have free play, and that she may use her oppor-
tunities. Do Canadians who'talk of independence
fully consider what they do? And do they know
liow helpless they are apart from the mother country
if great emergencies should arise ? These emer-
gencies may seem yet a long way off, but in the life
of nations they really are close at hand.

How fortunate for Canada is the fact that Alaska
belongs to the United States, and not to ourselves!
The United States, whose sympathy with Russia
has been often manifest, may in a century, or even
less, be glad to enter into an alliance with Canada,
and the common motherland, when Russia is pre-
dominant in the North Pacific, for the protection of
our freedom, our honour, our civilization, and our
very existence as independent nations.

Besides events connected with-Russia; we people
of North-West Americá, as<a part of the British
Empire, may be greatly influenced by the England
of the East-viz., the new Japanese power. Perhaps,
Russia may be checkniated in her designs in tlie far
East, and find-a foe close at' hand equal to her
diplomacy and her ambition ; but even then Canada,
and'>éspecially North-West Canada, will be surely


