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«T would give a hundred pounds,” he whispered, “if T could place
in his hands at this moment a new story of Sherlock Holmes—a thou-
sand pounds,” he added wildly—“five thousand pounds!”

The American observed the speaker sharply, as thouzh the words
bore to him some special application, and then at an idea which appar-
ently had but just come to him, smiled in great embarrassment.

Sir Andrew cgased reading, but, as though still- under the infla-

ence of the book, sat looking blankly into the open fire. For a brief

space no one moved until the baronet withdrew his eyes and, with a
sudden start of recollection, felt anxiously for his watch. Ile seanncd
jts face eagerly, and scrambled to his feet.

The voice of the American instantly broke the silence in a bigh.
nervous accent.,

“And yet Sherlock Holmes himsclf,” he cried, “conld not de
~he mystery which to-night baffles the puice of London.”

At these unespected words, which earricd in them something ef
gire tone of a challénge, the gentlemen about the ta ble started as
«denly as though the American had fired a pistol in the aig and Sir
‘Amdrew halted abruptly and stood observing him with grave surpri

The gentleman with the black pearl was the first to recover.

“Yes, yes,” he said eagerly, throwing himself across the table. “A
mystery that baffles the police of Tondon. I have heard nothing of it.
Tell us at once, pray do—tell us at once.”

The American flushed uncomfortably and picked uneasily at the
dablecloth. 4

“No one but the police has heard of it,” he murmured, “and they
wnly through me. Itisa remarkable crime, to which, unfortunately, I
am the only person who can bear witness. Because 1 am the only wit-
mess, I am, in spite of my immunity as a diplomat, detained in London
By the authorities of Scotland Yard. My name,” he said, inclining his

@ead politely, “is Sears, Lieutenant Ripley Sears of the United States |

Wavy, at present Naval Attache,to the Court of Russia. Had I not

$wen detained to-day by the police I would have started this morning

#or Petersburg.” :

The gentleman with the black pear] interrupted with so pro- |
mounced an exclamation of excitement and delight that the American |

gtammered and ceased speaking.

“Do you hear, Sir Andrew ¥’ cried the member of Parliament jubi-
9gntly. “An American diplomat halted by our police because he is ths
only witness of a most remarkable crime—the most remarkable crime,
I believe you said, sir,” he added, bending eagerly toward the naval
sfficer, “which has occurred in London in many years.”

The American moved his head in assent and glanced at the two
other members. They were looking doubtfully at him, and the face
of each showed that he was greatly perplexed.

Sir Andrew advanced to within the light of the candles and drew
= chair toward him.

“The crime must be exceptional indeed,” he said, “to justify the
police in interfering with a representative of a friendly power. If I
were not forced to leave at once, I should take the liberty of asking
you to tell us the details.”

The gentléman with the pearl pushed the chair toward Sir 2
drew, and motioned him to be seated.

“You eannot leave us nmow,” he exclaimed. “Mr. Sears is just
about to tell us of this remarkable crime.”

He nodded vigorously at the naval officer and the ‘American, |
after first glancing doubtfully toward the servants at the far end of |
the room, leaning forward across the table. The others drew their |
chairs nearer and bent toward him. The baronet glanced irresolutely :

at his watch, and with an exclamation of annoyance snapped down the
%id “They can wait,” he muttered. He seated himself quickly and
modded at Liettenant Sears.

“T£ you will be so kind as to begin, sir,” he said impatiently.

“fOf course,” said the American, “you understand that I under- |
stand that T am speaking to gentlemen. The confidences of this Club |
are inviolate. Until the police give the facts to the public press, T |
must consider you my confederates. You have heard nothing, you l

&now no one connected with this mystery. Even I must remain anony:
mous.” ‘ .
The gentlemen seated around him nodded gravely.
“Of course,” the baronet assented with eagerness, “of course.”
“We will refer to it,” said the gentleman with the black pearl, “as
“The Story of the Naval Attache.””

«T arrived in London two days ago,” said the American, “and I

¥

engaged a room at the Bath Hotel. I know very few people in Lon- |

don, and even the members of our embassy were strangers to me. But
in Hong Kong I had become great pals with an officer in your navy,
who has since retired, and who is now living in a small house in Rutr
land Gardens opposite the Knightsbridge Barracks. I telegraphed him

that T was in London, and yesterday morning I received a most hearty }

invitation to dine with him the same evening at his house. He is a
bachelor, so ‘we dined alone and talked over all our old days on the
"Asiatic Station, and of the changes which had come to us since we had
last met there. 'As I was leaving the next morning for my post at
Petersburg, and had many letters to write, I told him, about 10
o’clock, that T must get back to the hotel, and he sent out his servant
to call a hansom.

“For the next quﬁrtd‘r of an hour, as we sat talking, we could hear

the cab whistle sounding violently from the doorstep, but apparently, |
with no result.

« T4 cannot be that the cabmen are on strike,” my, friend said, as
rose and walked.to the window. o e
__#Ho nulled baek the curtains and at once ealled to me. S

)
2y
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« &¥ou have never seen a London fog, have you? ed.
come here.” This is one of the best, or, rather, one of the worst, of
them.” I joined him at the window, but T could see nothing. Iad I
not known that the house looked out upon the street I would have
believed that I was facing a dead wall. 1 raised the sash and stretched
out my head, but still T could sce nothing. Even the light of the street
lamps opposite, and in the upper windows of the barracks, had been
smothered in the yellow mist. The lights of the room in which I stood
penetrated the fog only to the distance of a few inches from my eyes.

«Below me the servant was still sounding his whistle, but I could
afford to wait no longer, and told my friend that I would try and find
the way to my hotel on foot. He objected, but the letters I had to
write were for the Navy Department, and, besides, I had always heard
that to be out in a London fog was the most wonderful expericnce,
and T was curious to investigate one for myself.

“My friend went with me to his front door and laid down a course
for me to follow. I was first to walk straight across the street to the
brick wall of the Knightsbridge Barracks. I was then to feel my way
along the wall until I came to a row of houses set back from the side-
walk. They would bring me to a cross street. On the other side of
this street was a row of shops which T was to follow until they joined
the iron railings of Hyde Park. T was to keep to the railings until I
reached the gates at Hyde Park Corner, where I was to lay a diagonal

; Piceadilly, and tack in toward the railings of C
At the end of these railings, going east, I would find the Wal-
| my own hotel.
or the course did not seem difficult, so I bade my friend
and walked fc rd until my feet touched the paving. I
ipion it until T reached the curbing of the sidewalk. A few
. and my hands struck the wall of the barracks. I turned
m which T had just come and saw a square of faint
w fog. T shouted *Afl right;’ and the voice of my
ood luck to you” The light from his open door
and T was left alone in a dripping, yellow
in the Navy for ten years, but I have never
that of last night, not even among the icebergs of
Iliere one at least could see the light of the binnacle,
111 not even distinguish the hand by which I guided
~ack wall. At sea a fog is a natural phenomenon.
the rainbow which“follows a sterm, it is as proper
| that a fog should spread upon the wateis as that steam shall risc from
| 4 kettle. But a fog which springs from the paved streets, that rolls
botween solid house-fronts, that forees cabs to move at half speed, that
i drowns policemen and extinguishes the. electric lights of the music
| Lall, that to we is incomprehensible. It is as out of place as & tidal
wave on Bro ;
(Continued in next issuc.)

————————

and enough eatire wheat fiour
THE HOME ! knea and one cupful of Ex
! or pecan nut meats broken
——————————————— |in pieces. The result js more satis-
!factory the nut meats
| while kneading after the
THE FOOD VALUE OF MILK. ing. When this bread is tventy

: ; clice as thin a&s Pt
| There - has developed the idea i hours old,

| among not a few people that a

(Continued from page 1wo.)

spread spa inzly and evenly with
t Gnd . make the without it, and
laboring ms cannot find str i .
[ : etween slices. Remove cr
enough in milk to do a day’s work. .

| It may be cf interest to r the |

following comparison f itk s
{ put meats, wnc

cn r under suri
for a day

| pen of Prof. Long
the British Dairy
tion:
‘“A man of ave
Ibs.), when kept i
kept in bed, can liv
put on flesh on three quarts c
pcr day, this quantity containing
ounces of dry solids—fat gar and |

| them in place. To

other

will have
| novel

i S e

| BADLY SPRAINED “ANKLE (T

casein, but if the quantity is in-
creased to four quarts a day the |
food consumed is sufficient to enable |
him to do a good day's work. We b 1
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was a stone mason by trade. He was
born in Scotland and went to Aus- |
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LIVERY BOARDING & BAITING. .

ITEM

o ngers driven to ‘and
trains within the town limits, 2

Net Premium Income
aroct at Qe s
Haulinz taggage and light truck- Interest and Rents
ing will receive prompt attention. Total Income

e SCLS

Teams to let by the day or hour. | ; e

Ciothing Stor

We invite you to in-
Shect oY saine

{READY T WEAR CLOTHING.

in Men's, Youths’ and
Boy's Sujts, White and
Fancy Shirts, Hats and
Caps and a complete

7

range of everything in
the Men’s Furnishing
o a e i
line. Our spring stock
is now about complete
and ‘we know we can
suit all, both i

and quality.

cturers Lifein 1907

Qomparison SMwing Remarkable Progress.

1907 \l INCREASE

$2,011,973.53 | $164,687.47

420.982,81 | 094,351.85
2,433,114.15 | 239,594.96
0,459:23069 | 986,859.17

insurance in Force Dec. 31, 1907=-$51,237,157.00

SPECIAL OFFER.—We will wash
and oil your wagon, clean your har-
ness and groom your horse, all for
the small sum of 75 cents.

S SO — S ——————

TENDERS 6. P. GOUCHER

No other Canadian Company has ever
equalled  this record at the same age.

"

General Agent, Western Nova Scetia.
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