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“ Moderato” and His Comments on
the Reecent Production of
“The Rose Maiden.”

Essential Qualities of a True Cun-
ductor—Coming Events in
Musieal Cireles at Home.

“ Moderato,” in last Monday’s issue of
the Times (to apply the familiar passage
of Lucretius) from * the well-girt, serene
temple of excellence in musical judg-
ment, looks down upon the erring crowd
beneath,” and essays to show wherein
the Choral Union’s production of Cowen’s
cantata was essentially defective. Anony-
mity is a distinct advantage to a musical
critic; for it certainly conduces to inde-
pendent assertion and allows a fearless
critie to either lash with stinging censure
or to smother blushing modesty with gar-
lands of praise. One therefore has no
desire to pierce the shield of unknown
identity under cover of which * Modet-
ato” hurls his barbed javelins, and’ it
would be invidious to insinuate that his
opinion are dictated by any other motive
than in the direction of the musical pro-
gress of the ecommunity. Purity of in-
tention does not, alas! always lead to
soundness of judgment, and when * Mod-
erato’s 7’ criticism is in turn subjected to
criticism, it presents so many of the
errors to which we poor mortals are all
prone, that perhaps in the future it
would be better for *“ Moderato ” to prac-
tise a little moderation and come down
from the lofty pedestal of obvious ego-
tism and dogmaiic assertion.

* Moderato’s ”’ analytical powers are
not the keenest when he ventures to
assert that the music of *The Rose
Maiden 7 is dramatic in the extreme. It
is idylic. It is a pastoral, depicting
diverse emotions with richness and
variety of coloring. ‘‘The Rose Maiden ”
passes from feelings of ineffable
delicacy to those of virile grandeur.
There is tenderness, sprightly merriment,
hope, sadness and despair. There is
emotion and pathos—but not one note of
passion. The music of “The Rose
Maiden ” soothes, exhilarates, gladdens,
saddens, but does not thrill. :

Who would ever dream of placing
“The Rose Maiden” in the category of
such masterpieces of dramatic intensity
as * Cavalliera Rusticana,” or *
Trovatore” ? Beethoven is often com-
pared to Shakespeare; Mendelssohn upd
Chopin to Shelly and Keats, in simplicity
of expression, in romanticism, in wgalth
of imagery, soaring into misty heights
without being lost to understanding, in
the subtle suggestion of the exact transi-
tion stage of impressions and feelings
merging into each other; in these.char-
acteristics Cowen is a musical re-incar-
nation, assimilating and blend'mg the
poetical impulses of such opposite poles
in the realm of verse as Browning and
Heine. ’

« Moderato” tells about the music of
“The Rose Maiden” ‘' compassing the
varying emotions of peace, love and
anguish.” Peace is rather an absence
of emotion, and surely means a tr:?.nqml
mental state. It is an incongruity to
speak of the emotion of peace. Peace 18
a sentiment rather than an emotlol}.

“Moderato ”’ carps at Mr. Greig’s inter-
pretation, and raps him for not having
better control of his choral and o‘rcl;eys-
tral forces. 'The charm of Mr. Greig's
conducting rested particularly in the
admirable way in which he,brought out
the delicate shading and the vivid con-
trasts. Any statement wh.lch c_harg‘es
Dr. Nash or the orchestra with being in-
attentive to the baton is wide of the
mark, for the very pause In Mrs. Helm,;
cken’s solo instanced by “_ l\Ioderato
furnished proof of Mr. Greig's control.
It was no fault of the orchestra that
the performers -were x_‘ocalle(} to th:lf
starting point. This incident, if 1-¢-tee‘t{-e
to at all, deserves to be mentioned as .'u
splendid exhibition of orches_t.ml'dmg-
pline, and the quiet, resourceful way 1n
which' Mr. Greig escaped from a difficult
position establishes him as a leudgr 1}1
whom an orchestra can have the tulleb‘t
confidence. Mr. Greig may not have a
penchant for the 10ng;dr:nvn—uut 1;:1‘ll)en-\
tando, but surely that is not _the s}lpl(lﬁt)
test of phrasing. 1‘.hrasmg is the
rhetoric of music, and 1t.\y01}ld be “T"
just to say that Mr. Greig's 111ter_[>{'(?.tt1:
ticn was mechanical and not expl_essn}
of all the shades of delicate feeling 80
characteristic of * The Rose Maiden.

"The Colonist’s notice of the FQ)ICC}'t
did not compare Mr. Greig to bqull in
any other sense than a cum.mumty n
two respects, Viz., unobtrusiveness of
manner and that sympathy between L:()ll.—
ductor and orchestra so essential to hﬁl((i
cess. The ideal ConQuqtor.:s dlstmgumh.e
by possessing the imitative rather t'.m
the creative faculty. The c.omposef'?
conductors color the works of vol.hejl_a
with a strong dilution of their own n)«ln:
vidual pigment, and th}s explains the
difference of interpretation l)etwee_u~ 31
Sousa and a Seidl. Seidl would gl“(‘ a
scholastic rendition of a Beethoven b()!}-:
ata; it would be Beethoven in all h:s
sublimity and grandeur. On‘the (?thu:
hand, Sousa’s interpromt;on of the b;\ll\\;
sonata might well be referred to on the
programme as a Beethoven-Sousa trans-

ition.

po;h-. Greig belongs to the order of con-
ductors with the imitative or reprod};\(;
tive faculty in the ascendant, and tha
accounts for the successful manner in
which he sinks his own 11!(!1\'1duﬂllt} in
the effort to bring out the impulses and
emotions of another. e i

« Moderato” will consult his score
otl‘f' The Rose Maiden,” he will find that
when the chorus, *’mid the waving rose
trees,” changes into four flats, the notes
are detached and staccato and not legato.
Mr. Greig violated no canon of true in-
terpretation by allowing the piano to
fortify the strings and the wind in a
passage that calls for distinct, though
delicate accentuation. The chief effect
to be produced is that of fluency, and it
must be admitted that this end was
achieved. The piano was not heard in
any of the legato movements of thl§
chorus, and consequently * Moderato’
has fallen a victim to error.

* Moderato” also complains that the
piano could be heard accompanying the
solo instruments. .If © Moderato” will
consult his score again, he will find that
the oboe has a preponderance of solo
work, and this feature accentuates the
pastoral nature of the cantata. Will
“Moderato ”. suggest how the oboe can
be substituted by any of the other wood-
wind instruments? An oboe player, on
account of the difficult character of this
instrument, is a rara avis, and this part
must either be assigned to the flute,
clarionet or piano. = As neither the flute
nor clarionet could give the peculiar
coloring of the oboe, Mr. Greig no doubt
thought it would be safer to call on the
piano. With such a crotchety, splenetie
critic as “Moderato,” it will not be un-
fair to assume that if he did not refer
to a certain successful feature of the
cgncert, he either must have overlooked
k. or it was too manifestly gocd for

even a fault-finder to carp at. The
Choral Union is indeed to be congratulat-
ed that “Moderato,” by his silence, mu
be taken to admit that neither solo,
chorus nor orchestra fell away from
pitch. To have a perfect attuning of
chorus and orchestra is something not
to be made light of. ‘ ;
It is passing strange that “Moderato ”
harps on the defects of the orchestra,
and forebore to' praise the grand work
of the chorus. One realizes that
Cowen’s _orchestration takes rank as
very meritorious composition, and in lis-
tening to the cantata the instrumental
accompaniment irresistibly appeals with
its beautiful counter-point and sympa-
thetic coloring of the theme. ‘“Moderato”
pours out all his vial of wrath on the
orchestra and the “ machine-like” inter-
pretation of Mr. Greig. All that can
be said in answer to this is that for
some strange reason one of the best
amateur orchestral effects yet produced
in this city received the severest criti-
cism. That Mr. Greig’s interpretation
was not mechanical can be shown by the
fact that sometimes he divides his beats.
For instance, in six-eighth time, where
the music was running with smooth and
easy transition, he used only two beats
in the bar, but when the tempo was
slower and there was a vestige of rallen-
tando, he beat every quaver in order to
obtain the proper accentuation. On no
occasion did he depart from De Costa’s
admonition to amateur conductors to re-
If’min from any attempt to divide a single
eat.
Cowen’s “ Rose Maiden ” received such
splendid treatment at the hands of the
Choral Union. that the annguncement
that it will be repeated on Wednesday
week is a welcome one.
., METRONOME.

BENEVOLENT SOCETY

Twenty-Seventh Annual ‘Meeting of
the Pioneer Charitable Society
of the Uity.

Report of the President and Bal-
ance Sheets Showing Reecipts
and Expenditures.

"The twenty-seventh annual meeting of
the British Columbia Benevolent Society
was held yesterday in the Pioneer hall,
the president, Mr. Alex. Wilson in the
chair., The financial statement and
president’s address, dealing with the
work done during the year, were read
and adopted, and the old officers were re-
eiected as follows: President, Alex. Wil-
son; vice-president, F. Carne, Jr.; secre-
tary-treasurer, W. H. Mason. - The fol-
lowing compose the relief committee:
Mrs. M. Adams, A. C. Flumerfelt, John
Nicholles, F. P. Watson, E. E. Black-
wood, Capt. Warren, Allen Grahame, W.
Walter, D. H. Ross, J. F. Fell, J. B.
Lovell] T. J. Burnes, B. Boggs.
PRESIDENT'S REPORT.
Ladies and Gentlemen:—This is our
twenty-seventh anniversary meeting, and
our society still continues to carry on its
benevolent purposes, notwithstanding the
very small subscription list for the past
year.
Fortunately there was a balance of
$403.75 brought down from 1897 to
commence the year 1898, and we had a
very fine benefit concert—Giorza’s Mass—
given under the direction of Mr. Victor
Austin and his very able assistants, that
produced a net profit of $109.25. The
subsecription list only amounted to $209
(the smaliest it has ever been), and after
deducting the usual expenses a balance
is left of $136.65.
One hundred and twenty-eight relief
orders of various kinds have been given,
amounting to an expenditure of $443.05,
being $54.33 more than expended for the
like purpose in 1897.
The society were in a position to give
a small donation of $50 towards the re-
lief of the sufferers by the disastrous fire
in New Westminster.
The Salvation Army shelter has been
of much benefit to us as a means of help-
ing to economize our funds, as on pay-
ment of a very small charge destitute
men can be sent there for relief and get
clean, wholesome food and shelter.
The severity of the weather has been
very hard on our poor people, and. fuel
has been much needed.

Thanking all those who have assisted
us in any way to carry on the desires of
the society, I remain yours truly,

ALEX. WILSON,

President.
BALANCE SHEET FOR 1898.
Receipts.

Balance from 1897 $403 T
Subscriptions and donations . 209
Benefit concert—*‘Gioza’s Mass” 109 25
Réfund from corporation for as
sisted passages
Refund, beneficiaries

Total ..

Relief ..

A. Grahame, auditor

Robert Ridley, services at hall. .

T. R. Cusack, printing

Colonist, advertising

Secretary and treasurer’s salary. 150

Balance on hand, $136.65.
Examined and found correct.
A. GRAHAME,
Auditor.
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DROWNED AT SAN JUAN.

John McKerlie Loses His Life in “At-
tempting to Cross.the River in a
Canoe.

The remains of John McKerlie, a miner
who left here less than a month ago on
a prospecting trip in the San Juan River
district, were brought to the city yes-
terday afternoon by the steamer Queen
City. The deceased was drowned in
San Juan river on Wednesday last. He
left the residence of Mr. Joseph Wil-
liams, for whom he was working, at
3:30 in the afternoon to go to the In-
dian rancherie to borrow a canoe to go
after another canoe which was drifting
out of the harbor. Shortly afterwards
an Indian boy reported that a white man
had fallen out of a small canoe in the
river and not being able to swim had
sunk immediately. Mr, Williams and
another gentleman present came to the
conclusion that McKerlie had been
drovg'ned and immediately securing the
services of Indians dragged the river.
The body was recovered two hours after
the accident. The sworn statement of
Mr. Williams, the last white man to see
Mr. McKerlie alive, was forwarded to
Su;_)ermtondont Hussey by the provincial
police constable at San Juan. In an
accompanying letter the constable speaks
very highly of the assistanee rendered

by the Indians in recovering the body.
John McKerlie was a native of Dum-
fries, Scotland. He leaves a wife and

four children who reside on Miechi
utrﬁa:, James Bay. { ity it
Queen City brought eight passen-
gers from the West Oougt, G. H. Hayes
and wife Miss Pyle, 8. Bims and Mrs.
Sereault from Alberni, and W. Lorimer,
T, Baird and P. Hansen from San Juan.
Work at Hayes mine is being impeded at
present by the road being in bad condi-
$ion from thawing snow. Mr. Hayes
expects his associates to be here from
Portland by Tuesday, when helwill ac-
company them to the mine.
No further news was received in re-
gard to the wreckage reported on the
previous trips of the steamer.

ROUTES TO ATLIN.

Railway Company Abandon the Fan Tail
for the Too-Chi Trail.

The railroad company have abandoned
the Fan Tail trail from Log Cabin to
Atlin City, an'g will use the Too-Chi
trail from Log Cabin to the commercial
centre of the Atlin country jnstead. The
Fan Tail trail as it stands to-day is ad-
mitted by every one who has gone over
it to be a good road for the use of pedes-
trians and light loads, either with single
horse and sled or with dog teams.

General Superintendent E. C. Hawkins
has stated that the main reason for the
abandonment of the Fan Tail cut-off by
the railway company was that the gen-
eral character of the ground on this
trail was not as favoraole for sledding
heavy loads of freight with double
teams as is the gradual down grade that
is the chief recommendation of the Too-
Chi trail. Mr. Hawkins supplied the
foll(l)wing description of the Too-Chi
trail:

“The elevation of Log Cabin, B. C.,
above sea level is 2,750 feet. From that

station down to Lake Too-Chi the dis-

tance is nine miles, and the elevation of
Too-Chi lake is 2,320 feet. A gradual
down grade from Log Cabin to Too-Chi
lake, having a fall of only 430 feet in
this entire distance of nine miles is found.
The nature of the ground between Log
Cabin and Lake Too-Chi is favorable for
the construction of a double bob-sled
road. Lake Too-Chi is 22 miles long,
and the steady northern winds that howl
through Too-Chi Gap all winter.long,
sweep the, solid ice free from snow.

“ From the foot of Too-Chi lake to
Taku Arm the distance is four miles.
The elevation of Too-Chi lake is 2,320
feet above sea level, and the elevation of
Taku Arm is 2,130 feet. This gives a
fall of only 190 feet in four miles over
the portage between Too-Chi Lake and
Taku Arm.

“ From this station Taku Arm to the
Golden Gate the distance is 30 miles.
For this entire distance of 30 miles the
trail runs over the ice on Taku Arm.
The wind sweeps the ice free from snow,
and the road is good. The trail con-
tinues over the ice 14 miles from the
Golden Gate to Taku City. From Taku
City there is, a portage of one mile and
a half over a‘level strip of land to Atlin
lake. The” elevation of Atlin lake
above sea level is 2,200 feet. Since the
elevation at the starting point on Taku
Arm is 2,130 feet and the elevation of
Lake Atlin is 2,200 feet, there is only a
raise of 70 feet in the entire distance of
fifty and a half miles from the starting
point to Atlin City. The total distance
from Log Cabin to Atlin by the Too-Chi
trail is eighty-five and one-half miles.”

Success comes to those who persevere.
If you take Hood’s Sarsaparilla faith-
fully and persistently, you will surely
be benefitted. oy

S o A e
TO PUNISH VICTORIA.

Report That the Government Assay
Office Is to Be Removed
to Vancouver.

Efforts have been put forward during
the last few months to have the provin-
cial government assay office removed
from Victoria to Vancouver. Several
deputations have waited on the govern-
ment asking that an assay office be estab-
lished at the Terminal City, and it was
reported last evening that the cabinet
had acceded to the request, or at least
that they had promised to remove the
office across the Gulf. e

While it is admitted that Vancouver
should have a®government assay office,
there seems mno good reason why Viec-
toria should be deprived of ope. During
the last few months there has been an
increased interest shown in the mines of
Vancouver Island, and there have been
hundreds of prospectors out in the moun-
tains, particularly in Alberni and along
the West Coast. In the spring the num-
ber will certainly be largely increased,
and if the prospectors have to go to
Vancouver to get official assays of their
ores it will work a great hardship on
them.
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you Need [t

[tYou would avoid the troubles
and dangers that Stomach
derangements brin- on

Paine;s Celery Comp und Banishes
gvery Difficu ty and Restores
Perfrct Health.

Stomach troubles are exceedingly common
and varied in character. To-day thousands
complain of stomach derangements. Sto-
mach difficulties are usually manifested by
poor appetite, foul tongue and breath,
putrid or bitter taste in the mouth, a de-
sire for acids; some. have headache, sleepy
feelings, constipation, inactive bowels and
vomiting the food and bile.

Victims of stomach troubles manifest low
spirits, despondent mind and have fears of
impending danger. It matters not what the
symptoms are; any of them indicate low
nerve force and point to the fact that
the digestive system is out or gear and
the blod in an unhealthy cendition.

in order to avoid the many dangers of
indigestion, dyspepsia and general stom-
ach derangements Paine’s Celery Compound
should be msed when any of the many
unpleasant symptoms that lead to trouble
the experienced. A few doses of nature’s
health restorer will quickly set the diges-
tive machinery of the body in perfeet run-
ning order, and good health will be main-
tained.

If it be that you have long neglected the
troubles that have become deep seated and
chronie, do not despair. The faithful use
of Paine’'s Celery Compound for a few
weeks will, without fail, banish_.all your
sufferings; your appetite will become na-
tural, your rest and sleep will be refresh-
ing and your food will enrich your blood,
making bone and muscle, and your health
will be as rugged as cver before.

MORALS AND MANNERS

Supt. Eaten’s Lecture Provokes
Disenssivn by the Teachers’
Institute.

A Limestoue Lesson by Miss Law-
son and Her Bright
Pupils.

The regular monthly meeting of the
Vietoria Teachers’ Institute was held in
the Girls’ Central school on Friday after-
noon last, with President A. W. Curry
in the chair, the special attraction of the
day being an observation lesson on
“Lime,” which Miss Maria Lawson gave
to a number of her pupils. This lesson
was very interesting. Miss Lawson ques-
tioned the pupils about the forms and

uses of lime, and the manner in which
the limestone is converted into quick-
lime, and this -again into slaked lime.
She then directed attention: to the shells
by the seashore, and the resemblance
between them and limestone, and drew
from the pupils the fact that all the
mountains of limestope have been formed
from: shells which were at one time at
the bottom of the sea. This lesson was
1lln‘stratgd by a number of specimens.

The discussion on Miss Lawson’s les-
son was taken part in by Messrs. Gillis,
Campbeli, McNeill and Miss Cameron,
and the benefits derived by the pupils
from such lessons were dwelt upon, and
the plan of giving practical lessons to a
class of pupils before the Institute highly
commended.

Miss - Lawsor? closed the discussion,
stating that she had given the lesson,
not because she thought she could do her-
sc}f justice, but in order that others
might be induced to follow with similar
lessons.

A most interesting discussion then took
place on an address delivered by Super-
intendent Eaton on * Morals and Man-
ners ” at the January meeting of the In-
stitute. Miss Williams led in the dis-
cussion, and was followed by the Misses
Gardiner, Cameron, Lawson and Wat-
son, and Messrs. Galbraith, Stephenson,
McNeill, Campbell and D. S. Tait. While
some difference of ‘opinion existed as to
the duty of the teachers in this matter,
and the best method of giving lessons
on this important subject, the ' general
consensus of opinion as brought out was
as follows:

1. The great importance of the subject.

2. The necessity of the teacher being
what he or she wishes the pupils to be,
as each teacher is a living epistle, known
and read and imitated by the pupils.

3. The right and duty of each teacher
to take a deep interest not only in the
moral education of the pupils while in
the school, but also to use every proper
effort to improve the environment of the
pupils when out of school.

4. The undesirability of placing this
subject on the time-table and giving les-
sons on it at stated times; and yet the
importance of giving definite instruction
in moral principles, and the necessity of
having in mind an outline of what shall
be taught during the term.

Miss Trotter, who was present by the
courtesy of the executive, on the invita-
tion of the president gave a recitation,
which was much appreciated by the In-
stitute. She afterwards stated that she
would be glad to form a class in element-
ary elocution, so that teachers might be
the better qualified to teach reading to
their pupils. After a number of teachers
had expressed their sympathy with the
project, Miss Speers was appointed to
consult with the teachers about the mat-
ter and to secure a class of at least 25.

PILOTAGE AN‘I‘) NAVIGATION.

‘Experience of Last Year in British Co-
lumbian and Alaskan Waters.
To the Editor of the Colonist:

Sir:—As the year of 1898 was a brisk
and prosperous time fur shipping in these
waters and was also a disastrous one
for insurance companies, the following
remarks regarding the same may be of
interest. .

In the first rush to the North in the
season of 1898, a number of ships of
from 2,000 to 4,000 tons were engaged in
the trade. These ships were found to be
too large, not only from the increased
difficulty of navigating them in narrow,
intricate waters, but also from the com-
petition ¢f many smail and less costly
vessels.

The large ships with no return freight
proved unprofitable. Few of these ves-
sels attempted Wrangel Narrows, partly
on account of their size, and because but
few of their pilots entering the field so
suddenly, had the local knowledge and
experienced necessary for the more intri-
cate passages, who not being required to
show any government credentials had
but little difficulty in getting engaged on
their own representations.

The lesson taught by that season’s ex-
pericnce will no doubt put an end to
iarge ships on the route and may intro-
duce some method for arriving at the
proper standard of ability for pilots,
hitherto not well looked into and not
without its difficulties, as navigation is
carried,about equally through both Brit-
ish (Canadian) and American waters,
and neither nation can issue certificates
of competency except in their own
waters.

The opinion of the most experienced
pilots goes to demonstrate that Wrangel
Narrows, may, and has been used by
steamers up to 300 feet long and 20 feet
draft. Slowing at the sharpest turns
without the least difficulty. This goes
to show that Wrangel Narrows taken
under proper tidal conditions as to depth
(rise and fall average 17 feet) and cur-
rent, which sometimes run up to six
knots, and under the guidance of com-
petent experienced pilots, the Narrows
offer no very serious difficulties, and in
fact the larger proportion of disasters
which, in the past season, taxed so heav-
ily, both insurance and owners, did not
occur in the Narrows, and were due in
the majority of cases, to the lack of local
knowledge and experience of those in
charge, some of them glaring instances
of incapacity.

On the other hand, the outside pass-
age, as it is called, round Cape Decision,
requiring 75 miles extra distance more
than by Wrangel Narrows, is a some-
what tortuous route. One point in favor
of the Narrows track and considered by
loval navigators important, is that it al-
lows more daylight to pass the locality
towards Juneau, where drifting ice fields
from the glaciers of Holkham bay and
Taku inlet are frequently met with and
are a source of danger. ‘

It is important that steamers navigat-
ing these waters should have steam
steering gear, and an electric searchlight
would be a great boon.

In the case of American ships I am
surprised to hear that a number of them
had no deviation tables, and in many
cases no proper instruments for deter-
mining this error of the compass, and
that many of the masters have a very
hazy knowledge of that part of their du-

ties. Tn the United States I believe
there is no government regulation in re-
gard to this, consequently the pilot is
working under great odds in foggy
weather, and dark rainy nights, with, to
say the best, only a rough idea of the
Proper compass course.

This is where insurance risk comes in,
and it is surprising that there are mot
more accidents on this remediable point
alone.

The Canadian government has im-
proved the navigation northward by a
number of - new lights at dangerous
points, but the American government is
sadly behind in this respect; sinee such
there are no lighthouses in- all Alaska,
mth_the exception of a/small stake light
at Sitka. (

It must not be suppésed that the coasts
of British Columbia and Alaska are the
only dangerous ones in the world, as
there are numerous places equally as bad
on which insurance is done at very low
rates. My opinion is that a careful se-
lection of pilots, combined with compe-
tent masters, who know their work
thoroughly, and do it, will tend to great-
ly reduce the feeling of extreme risk
that underwriters have evidently got for
this part of the world. .

_The above information has been prin-
cipally gathered from one who has had a
long experience in navigating these wat-
ers, and whose intelligent records con-
stitute him an authority on the subject.

SAML HENDY.

ARODND THE HOTHLS,

President Graves of the White Puss
and Yukon Railway Com-
pany at the Driard.

So Far the Winter Has Be-n a Xild
One in the Inter.or Catile
Distriets.

Mr. 8. H. Graves, president of the
White Pass & Yukon Railway Company,
who spent the winter in London arrived
in the city on the steamer City of Se-
attle on Sunday morning, in company
with Mr, George W. Mitchell, who is
interested in the company, and registered
at the Driard. Here Mr. Graves was
seen by a representative of the Colonist
yesterday. Without building any cas-
tles in the air, the president of a com-
pany which has gone into an undertaking
which a few years ago would have been
laughed at as being ridiculous, speaks
very hopefully of the success of the pro-
ject. Their great trouble, he said, had
been to keep men at work. They had
sent hundreds of laborers up but just
as soon as they got into the way of the
work they would leave. It was quite
natural and he could not blame the
men for going off after they had got
enough money together to stake off
claims. As high as their wages were
the company could not hope to prevent
men from going off to the gold fields. At
present, however, they had more men at
work then ever and the work was pro-
gressing very satisfactorily despite ‘the
weather. The company were not going
to allow any obstacles to prevent them
from carrying the project out. The first
thing was to get to Bennett and when
that point was reached the road would be
carried on down the Yukon river to Fort
Selkirk as the charter called for. Then
the company had a bill pending before
the local legislature to enable them to
build a branch line from Log Cabin to
Atlin and a bill would be introduced in
the Dominion parliament to enable them
to extend their line from the interna-
tional boundary and for further powers.
Said Mr. Graves: “We will have to go
to the United States government,” inti-
mating that the head of the company had
in view a railway that would tap all
the mining districts in the Yukon valley,
both above and below Dawson.

Mr. Graves was asked if it was the in-
tention of the company to ask any as-
gistance from the governiments to carry-
ing out the scheme. He replied that
they had not asked for any assistance
for the main line, describing that as a
commercial road, one built after the
trade had been established. The branch
lines which were built to develop a dis-
trict; were described as development
roads, and he considered that where a
company undertook to develop a district
they should be assisted.

As to the Atlin country, Mr. Graves
said it was at present in a peculiar po-
sition, for it was difficult to say what the
effect of the act prohibiting aliens to
take up placer claims would be. It
would ecertainly retard development for
the first season, as it would prevent a
large number of Americans, who had
intended to go in from doing so. What
the effect would be afrer the first season,
remained to be seen, and consequently
the company were taking a certain risk
in building the line. The road would not,
however, be a difficult one to build.

Mr. Graves will wait here for General
Superintendent E. C. Hawkins, who is
daily expected from the North.

At the Oriental is Mr. D. A. Stoddart,
of Clinton, formerly member of the leg-
islature for Bast Lillooet, who has a
petition pending against the sitting mem-
ber, Mr. J. D. Prentice. The winter
has been a mild one so far as British
Columbia’s cattle districts are concerned,
said. Mr. Stoddart last evening, and
there have have been no losses; in fact
very little feeding has as yet been done.
Although there have in some years been
heavy losses in March, the cattle are
pretty safe for this season as they are
in good conditioin.

Among the guests at the Dominion
hotel is Mr. W. H. Higgins, who has a
big contract for getting out some logs
for the Chemainus mill. He is having
built at the Albion lron Works a very
large engine which will be used to get
the logs to the water.

Mr. Lake F. Ayson, a prominent New
Zealand naturalist and scientist who has
been appointed by the New Zealand gov-
ernment to study and report upon the
different methods in use in Italy, France,
Switzerland, Germany, the United States
and Canada, spent Sunday in Viectoria,
while waiting for the Aorangi to sail.
From the observatioins which he has
made Mr. Ayson greatly favors the Am-
erican system and it will be this that the
New Zealand government will no doubt
decide on for the stocking of that coun-
try’s fresh water lakes and rivers with
marketable fish. Mr. Ayson considers
that the fish hatcheries on the Fraser
could be increased with comparatively
little cost. He is taking with him
2,000,000 eggs of the white fish of the
Great Lakes, half -of which were pre-
sented to him by the United States fish
commissioner and half by the Canadian
fishery department. He has also had
sent to New Zealand 30,000 of the ova
of spring salmon and has arranged for
shipments of such game as elk. geese and
ducks. A few pair of each of the latter
he bad wifh ki on the Aorangi.

THE BRITISHER'S VIEW

Exelusion of Ameriean Miners Can-
not But Affect This Provinece
Injuriously.

Mr. Escomhs and Mr. Shalleross
Spesk From Personal Experi-
ence of Firsé Results.

“Dawson is in the money-lenders’
hands at present,” says Mr. J: H. Es-
combe, who has just returned here from
the Klondike. ‘ Money was worth from
10 to 1215 per cent. per month early in
January, and difficult to get at that on
very fair security. All ‘corners’ had
broken down when I left, and prices for
all commodities were very low. Cord-
wood had fallen from $35 to $13; but-
ter from $2.50 to $1 per ID. Sugar, beef,
bacon, flour and beans showed a similar

decline, so that Dawsonites can*now live
cheaply‘enough. Freight to the,creeks
was being keenly competed for, and
rates were very low. Hay and oats are
now at 25 cents per Ib.

* The hospitals are somewhat crowded
with typhoid patients, over 800 being
treated. The death rate of -these cases
is, hgwever, very low—about 2 per cent.

" Some progress has been made in the
dls:cglssions between the citizens and the
officials relative to the incorporation of
the town. The licensing fees imposed
by the council cause some dissatisfaction
amongst the smaller dealers in liquor,
and particularly on the part of the road-
house keepers. The trail from Dawson
to Bennett is good at s
road-house can be made for a certainty
every night. The charges are uniform
t.l}roughout the trip—meals $1.50, bunks

1

* During our entire trip of 22 days we
had but two snow storms, one of them
heavy.

“ Quite a party from Dawson arrived
at Bennett about the same time, almost
all Americans, and many of them on
their way into the Atlin country. They
were keenly disappointed when they
heard of the alien bill. Several incom-
ing Americans were making their way
to Tagish to take out N. W. T. licenses
in order to prospect the country over be-
yond the British Columbia border.

“The alien bill, it appears to me, will
work sad mischief to Britishers gener-
ally, and I cannot see what benefit Brit-
ish Columbia can gain by it. Merchants
and transportation companies, it is ob-
vious, will lose heavily, and the towns
of Victoria and Vancouver will get fewer

government throw away a handsome in-
come which would come to them on the
charges for licenses, transfers, etc.

“ One bf the worst features of the bill,
however, is that, by closing the market

are enormously reduced in value, and
the sufferer is the Britisher.

“The bill will particularly hurt the
British railway enterprise via White
Pass, and this is rather hard, seeing that
these people have been advertising . the
British Columbia strip of Atlin country
so generously. It would have been just
as easy for them to have advertised the
creeks over the border in the Northwest
Territory.

“I look at this bill entirely from a
British Columbia standpoint and without
regard to its effect upon America or
Americans.

“ There might be some small show of
reason in it if we were in sufficient num-
bers ourselves to open up this new coun-
try. As this is not the case, it appears
to me to be very foolish to shut out an
enterprising people.

1 think it is pretty generally conceded [
that in all gold-winning much more is |
spent in obtaining it than it ever returns,
and the aliens coming into your gold

spending travellers to cater for. The|

to the American claim-owner, the claims |

e,

cleverest miners the world has

::me from California, Coloragr)en’\sl‘feu
B%V ﬁnd other points in the statés: o

doorta:h are we,doiz_lg by closing the

door to these men? Simply putting byl

e growﬂ} of our country at least tf‘
years and in reality getting absolutel y ;“
guxd pro quo. While I do not Wwish o
e understoogi as hostile to our A'um‘-ju
:ﬁ.n friends, 'it may be well here C

at I am not taking a broad view of t(h)“
gveﬁx.eﬁll merits or demerits of the bili,
N 1€h would include our relations with

merica. 1 am merely looking at it fron
the nar.ro’wer view—its effect on Britiq1
Columbia S commerce. This, after ’!:i]l
Is what directly concerns us and touch.
Ou‘f'Tgockets, so let us be plain. &

open up a new country there i
ao doubt that it requires daring ulmu:{
mounting to rashness, and the attend-
ant risks the American miners take with-
out hesitation. The result can be seen
all the way from the coast to Dawson
’Its seed can be seen in Atlin to-day.
The fruit would have been largely rip-
en‘?d‘ during the present year. :

’lhe_ exclusion bill has undoubtedly
there is no room to question the state.
;neug.——hul:t ship owners and merchants
in Victoria and Vancouver.—It has cu?

-\ off travel which was going by an inecreas-

mg extent by Canadian steamers. [
has' to my certain knowledge—and I
satisfied the statement cah be substa.-
tiated on enquiry here—caused many
orders to be withdrawn from our mp;u‘
ants. i

“3 have had the best of opportunitics
to obtain the views of the genuine miners
and one and all have expressed their
extreme satisfaction with the treatmen:
accorded them by merchants here and in
’Vuncouver who have put up outfits for
i'them. Now this is most important, It
|is talked about everywhere and it has b.-
come well understood that they can buy
‘goods here at least as cheaply as els.
lwhere, the duty is saved and a whole 1ot
| of trouble avoided at the customs honses
{on the other side of the summit so that
! our ship owners and merchants directly
| suffer to an enormous extent. Indirect])
)therefqre the province suffers. 5
| “Atlin is well adapted for the growth
EOf hard wheat and for ranching. In this
}.latter connection one man was drivine
{in a herd of thoroughbred cattle to Atlin.
| Arriving  at Log Cabin he learnt of the
excluison bill and slaughtered there and
then his herd.

“Why, you say, the act does not ex
{ clnde ranchers? True, but the fuact at
| once appeals to his business interesis
[that ,if Americans be execluded from
place}' mining, virtually there will be no
one in the country; it will not be inhah-
ited to any extent. One moment's re-
flection must convinee you that this con-
clusion is true.

“An acquanitance of mine—a Montana
'runcher—himself intended to take cattle
into Atlin. The exclusion bill stopped the
carrying out of his intentions immedi-
ately.
| “The absence of a ‘ecrush’ into Atlin
| will delay, perhaps sine die, the con-
i struction of railways to Atlin.

[ “Directly, therefore, the province is
materially injured by the very passuage of
an act designed to benefit the country.

“Although I said I would take a1 nar-
row view—a selfish view of the muatter—
it will not be out of place if I direct at-
tention to the hardships worked upon
individuals by the granting of licenses
prior to the passage of the act, but
where claims cannot be recorded after
the 18th ult. Many holding such licenses
knowing nothing of the possibility of
:such an act being passed located claims
in good faith. Subsequent to the 18th
they appeared before Gold Commissioner
Graham for record, which of course h
had to refuse, One young fellow had
put every cent he possessed into an out-
fit and to getting there, appeared for
record, whieh he had to be refused. Th
poor devil was all broken up and wept
like a child. He had put his all into
his venture full of hope. This is on
of many instances.

“Surely some protection should be ac-
corded to those already holding licenses,
This is nothing but common justice.”

am

1-

country practically says: ‘I will spend
$2 in your country for every dollar I
take away.’ |

“I cannot believe that a bill so con-|
trary to all British principles can long
remain in force.”

THE RESULT IN ATLIN.
To the Editor of the Colonist:

Sir: On arriving from Alaska yester-
day, I fully expected to find much dis-
cussion and strong views expressed re-
garding the expediency, of otherwise, of
the Alien act. Such was not the case.
What I did find, however, was a con-
tinual enquiry for information as to the
general effect of this legislation. Hence,
1 think that a brief letter setting forth
some of the effects of this measure will
be useful and in season.

What I have to say is the result of
personal observation, having just been in
the Atlin district and having resided for
eighteen months in the North.

1 raise no objection to the act on sen-
timental grounds, for Americans cannot
complain if they are given a dose of their
own medicine. This legislation was, I
understond, passed to benefit British Co-
lumbia and in my opinion it has defeated
the ends desired.

Before the passing of the act both Can-

adian and American steamers were ar-
riving crowded with miners; now this
rush has been checked and Canadian no
less than American steamers suffer.
1o my knowledge, traders and miners |
intended to purchase their goods in Vie-
toria and Vancouver, instead of Seattle
because they preferred the fair dealing
of Canadians, cost of goods was reduced,
and customs difficulties«lessened. Many
orders have already been cancelled and
others will never be given.

If Americans are not allowed in the
country, the development of Northern
British Columbia will be greatly check-
ed, for there is no surplus populafion in
Canada to take their place. The check
to placer mining will indirectly check
quartz discoveries, for the one would
have followed the other.

In my opinion British Columbia would
have been astonished by the gold discov-
eries during the coming season which
would have meant wealth and prosperity
for -all. There is no question now that
the travel will follow other lines, and al-
ready many who intended to prospect in
British Columbia turned their steps to-
wards Porcupine ecreek in the Chilkat
country, in American territory.

If Americans were allowed to aequire
claims, already recorded by Canadians
this would to a great extent overcome
the obstacle to -development and at the
same time leave to Canadians the first
chance, |

' Yours,

PERCY G. SHALLCROSS.
Victoria, Feb. 11, 1899.

“From what I have read in the few
papers coming into my hands,” said Mr.
Shallcross in the course of an interview
last night, “I have gained the impression
that this was not a bill fought on party
lines, but that at the time it was before
the house was generally considered a
good measure and in the best interests
of the province.

“With the possible exception of Aus-

tralians the greatest prespectors and!
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EARTHQUAKE REPORTS.

r

Tennessee and Ohio Shaken

Damage Resulting.

but No

Knoxville, Tenn., Feb. 13.—An earth-
quake shoek of from 5 to 10 seconds’
duration passed through East Tennessee
at _3:30 this morning. It was felt most-
ly in .tho upper end of the state without
reaching this city. People were aroused
from their sleep but no damage was
done.

Chillicothe, ‘Ohio Feb. 13.—Earthquake
5110(-115 were perceptible here at 3:30 a.m.
The temperature is 15 to 20 below zero.

i AR

The other day, as two friends were talk-
ing together in the street, a donkey began
to bray and wheeze and cough in a dis-
tressing manner. “What a cold that don
key has!” said one of the men. ‘“And by
the way, that puts me in mind—how i
your cough?”’

L —

DANGEROUS TO HEALTH.

Few things are so dangerous to health
as damp clothes; both outer and under
garments should be thoroughly aired be-
fore worn and a new garment should
h:l'\’e particular attention paid to it in
th}s respect. How many people ever
think of airing a new article?—stock-
ings, vests, skirts are all put on, as a
rule, just as they come from the shop
and things which has been in a shop for
monthi\:, probably for winter months, art
most liable to be damp. When garments
have become wet while being worn the
wearer should discard them as soon as
possible. When it is not convenient to
change, bodily exercise should be taken
to ward of ill-effects. These will not
arise '(unless the person be very deli
cate) if the body and limbs are kept in
motion, but if the wearer remains still
or dries the clothes while wearing them
colds, rheumatism and other evils will
most probably follow. Wet clothes
should be dried slowly; to put them be-
fore a hot fire is to ruin them. Cloth
and other materials are liable to shrink,
bqots and shoes contract and become
stiff and are generally spoiled and use-
less if quickly dried. Always change
damp boots as.soon as may be conven-
ient; they may be absolutely water-tight,
but nevertheless, the heat of. the foot
will draw the dampness from the boot
while it is being worn.

MICA Axle Graase

Get'a box and learn wh
it’s the best grease vevveyt
put on an axle. Sold everywhere.

et

of the Transactio
‘His Department.

; annual report of the Chie
.%er of Lands and Works, w
r. Semlin laid before the Legi
4y afternoon, proves a decid

. document in more ways
r, while it is for the most parf
the detalls of road building 3

" 'pridge counstruction and im
-house erection, etc., as pr

‘he various road foremen and
‘ficers, it bhas In addition a seri
interesting reports on the specid
of the New Westminster asyluy
the protection works on the Col
‘at Revelstoke, and trail buildi

northern part of the province.
“in -addition there are il
in Y ‘pages devoted to provine
; jow dispesed of, of how J
sw Government was to defeat
the people and the last par
ping work on public img
to be absolutely and ij
and for which the ne

ons were voted during

this later connection a fe
may be cited, as for example
to the alterations to the court ho
¢ity, and the new bridge over
of Victoria Arm at the point
“mThe Gorge.” For this later
tenders were received, from sud
the Hamilton Bridge Co., Ltd
minion Bridge Co., Ltd., the V
chinery Depot Co., the Colum
Co., the San Francisco Bridge
Shaw and J. N. 8. Wiliams,
varying all the way from $2,304
the figure of the Hamilton Brid
lowest.
.. Xet even at $2,300 it has not b
expedient to have the necessary
ceeded with.

One of the chief demands o
nagan country has been for a
Vernon, and befofe the late
went out of power everything
for meeting the necessities of
in this particular. That part
turned a gentleman to suport
and his policy, and it is signifig
that although a tender as loy
(that of Mr. W. M. Ross) was
the work, a marginal note re|
contract as ‘‘not awarded.”

W. R. Spence at $5,774, and
tenderers at higher figures, offdg
ceed with the ereetion of th
court house—it too is ‘not
while the work of making re
tions to the Nelson court houg
same ponsition—seven tender:
been received for this wo!
Robert A. Kerr's bid. at $4

Many another district has b
of its long promised and mj
piece of read or its school hous
ing which tenders had been inv
of the competition being affo
report.

The land transactions for the
in contrast with the transact
year previous, are given as bel

Pre-emption records

Certificates of improvement

Certificates of purshase....

Crown grants

Total acreage deeded

Letters received 8]
ASYLUM FOR THE INS

The first of the special repo
luded to is that of Mr. W. R
son, on the subject of the asy
insane reads as follows:

Vietoria, B. C.; Dee
W. 8. Gore, Esq, Deputy Com
Lands and "Works:

Sir:—In reply to.yours of thg
asking for a description of w
out under my supervision at
for the insane this season, I b{
as follows, in continuation of ¢
port by me of January 7 last
_In consequence of a suggesti
Mr. Coughlan, the contrctor fo
work, as reported in my letter
10, a contract (amounting to §
entered into with him early
to proceed with the kitchen blo
necting corridors, on the basis
der, submitted with others in
which contract was duly compl
end of June of this year, and tg
the wing erected last year, has
for nearly six months.

About the same date. acting
flructlons contained in your let]
7, I arranged a third contract
to $30,800) with Mr. Coughlan f|
tion of another detached wing
that built last year, with s¢
changes and enlargement, and §
erection of a building and Ro-
stack on the site of the old kite
large cellar for the new steam-
paratus, and store-rooms and
above; and also for the formaf]
verts between the different bu
the reception of heating mains.

Of this work the detached w
complete, and the balance of tl
sfhould, with favorable weathe
pleted about the end of Jaunuary

In addition to the above, in
having prepared the necess:
specifications for a steam-
eapable of warming the w
various buildings from one cent
and supplyving steam for mof
when reanired for laundry mach
elecetrie light dynamo, tenders

and a contract entered int
W. E. Vanstone, of New Wes
lowest. for the amount of
was immediately af i
sultation with vomn,
radiators throughout, instead
1the old ones as at first arrange(
work. also, should be completed
end of Janunary, and would havd
this had the cellar and smokes
ready to receive it. 1In 1diti
above a large amont of excavatin
ing to not less 5,000 enbhie yvards)
done under my dire ons by f
gang, to form level plateaux fo
ifous huildines on this inconvenie
ing site. and some surface dra
cribbing by the patients.

T hope T mayv be excused for ag
ing onf the verv urzent necessit
minor v still reanired to cor
institutio & present
most imp are the
and opers 3 3 1N
would not
of whiech the JTen. the DProvine
tarvy has fnl! partienlars,

Hoping T “ave inclnded all the
tion you des T remain. vonrs

W. RIDGWAY ¥
DYKING OPERATIONS OF

Under t! heading the followiy

report lished from Mr.

< of Chilliwack ha
JTope. Camp, Half-
zhs should be damme
intervening spaces connected wi
a survey and examination for th
was made, and pians and spe
drawn out for the work, which
Contractor A. Cruickshanks. Th
almost complete, and is of a mos
tial nature.

A large number of settlers hi
petitioned that an examination
made for a comprehensive dykir
embracing such of the Chilliwae

# were flooded in the freshet of 1§

) vey and examination for this p

been made, and a contour run,
thesflonded area.

In Matsqui. the entire right-o
been cleared and. as far as neces
bed, and that portion of the ney
Ing between the C.P.R. track
gate bvilt ard connected with th
At both ends. Thuns Matsoni
Practically dvked. The old dvke,
which lies between Mt. Sumsns
C.P.R. track being untrustworthy
ments have been made for the|
tion of a new dvke, In lieu of t
Also for the raising of that port




