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1 VETERAN'S VIEW.

One of the Luecky Men of the Old
Brigade Discusses Leech
Raver.

The Ground Too Close to -City
Comfurts to Be Mined to
Advantage.

Victorians who can remember the Van-
couver Island mining excitement of 1864,
when the “city” was very small and
young indeed, are once more reminded
of those stirring days by the reports now
daily arriving from Leech and Sooke
rivers, and particularly ‘concerning the
former stream. In ’64 there was a rush
to these gold creeks; fortunes were made,
and the residents of this city never had
more golden dreams than then., The
streams were prospected and were found
to pay, but for reasons the claims were
pever worked out. They were almost
abandoned, and for years and years un-
til this new interest in them has bee

n
aroused, a stranger to the ity would|

never hear that pure lumps of gold
worth as much as $40, $70 and $90 had
been found within twenty miles of Vie-
toria.

Yet acording to Mr. 8. F. Booth,
whose store is near the corner of Broad
and Johnson streets, such chunks of gold
were found on the Leech river in ’64.
He, himself, while engaged in mining
picked up two nuggets worth and
$70 respectively which he sold to Gov-
ernor Kennedy for $150. Mr. Booth
remembers well the time when Leech
river became known. It was during the
last year that Vancouver Island remain-
ed a Crown colony. Then the mining
laws as prevailed in Australia were in
force here and the prospector was only
entitled to a claim twenty-five feet
square. In so contracted a space the
miner had little room for any extensive
developing work, and it,may be in a
measure due to this that the Leech river
mining dropped so suddenly into oblivion.

There is another reason for the long
suspension to operations Mr. Booth
thinks, and, it is that the place is too
near the city.

“Pl:ospectors would get up in the
morning, eat their breakfast, and dis-
cover then that they were short of grub.
They would come to town that day for
fresh supplies and =o it went on. Put
the same diggings a thousand miles away
frem Victoria and from civilization, and
prospectors would have found something
or worked the whole country over.”

This was what Mr. Booth said yester-
day. He believes that all the big hills
surrounding Leech river would be grand
producers if only worked by modern
hydraulic methods. The gold, he says,
comes from these, and is carried into the
rivers by the annual inundations caused
by the heavy rains and snow falls. Ask-
ed as to the first gold excitement Mr.
Booth said: “The Imperial goveérnment
sent an engineering party over the
country in the early sixties to make a
report on the characteristics of the is-
land. The party started in at Cowichan
and travelled in the direction of Cape
Flattery. When going down the Leech
river they found gold '‘and sent word
in Ato Viectoria.”

s a result from two to.three thous-
and people ﬂockedm{mr' ;t)o e place, :

:‘I remember,” he said, “one party of
miners headed by 2 man named William-
son, who took between six and seven
thqugand dollars worth of gold out of
‘Williamsen’s gulch in one year.
member, also, a Portuguese party who
did well but cannot at present at pre-
sent recall the names of all the success-
f}ll ones. Every Saturday evening and
Sunday morning there used to be a gen-
eral exodus of Victorians to the gold
d:ggmgs,‘ and so interested have I now
become in them . that as soon as Mr.
Sam Levy’s party returns I will go back
with. them. There is big power to be
c_htamed on the Leech river for hydrau-
lic pressure. “As for the Sooke river, the
water there is too rough at times and
too deep to be successfully mined.”

A LITTLE TRIMMING WANTED.

The Trials and Woes' of Victoria, Citi-
zens During a Short Walk.

Any number of complaints are _being
made that the. police are not looking af-
ter the carrying out of the resolution
passed by the city council a short time
ago as to. enforcing the streets by-law.
‘When the resolution first passed, there
was certainly a little improvement noted
in the way of trimming of trees that
overhung the streets, but that wi#as only
a few out of many. There are numerous
streets along which a pedestrian has to
dodge to prevent a hat being swept away
.or an eye punched out by the too luxuri-
ant grovyth extending over the fence of-
some private property. If ome of the
big men on the *finest” was sent to
parade Fairfield road as far as the end
of the cemetery, he would in a week get
such a stoop on him that he would look
like a hunchback or else, as is most
probable, he would raise such a roar
with the tree owners that there would
be some lively pruning done. However,
that is one of the streets—there are
plenty more. It is no‘wonder that Vie-
toria is a fine place for athleties, as even
ordinary citizens, after a long course of
avoiding projecting sidéwalk spikes,
jumping holes in the sidewalks, doing

the balancing act on a teetering plank

and at the same time dodging a threat-
ening tree bough, is capable of giving
bointers to a tight-rope walker or a con-

}ortgonxst.. By a careful scientific exam-

Ination, it may be proved that with the

same conditions existing, the Victorian

of the future will walk with a crab-like

side motion, with outstretched arms, a

pair of high-stepping stilt legs and a
frightened upturned face, the head fas-
tened to the trunk without a neek, and
all because the present generation’s ap-
peals for the removal of the civie condi-
tions now surrounding = them, are ne-
glected and slighted.

SIR WILFRID'S PROMISES.

A Quebec Friend Who Was to Have
Been Depu;y Minister of Militia.

A e !

The continned reports in the Quebec
newspapers that Col. Panet, deputy min-
ister of militia, is to be retired and: re-
placed by Major Pinault, ‘of Quebec, is
causing a good deal of comment, as.
Panet is.accused of having changed his
mind, and now refuses to retire. There
appears to be no foundation for the re-
port of Col. Panet’s change of mind, as
he had never made up his mind to retire.
The way that Major Pinault first re-
ceived the appointment from Sir Wilfrid
Laurier is believed to be this: Abeuta
year ago, Col. Panet’s eyes having given

I re-|

out from overwork, he applied for and
obtained leave of absence. This infor-
mation having come to the ears of Sir
Wilfrid Laurier, he assumed that Col.
Panet was about to retire voluntarily,
and offered' the appointment to Major
quult, without even consulting the
Minister of Militia. Major Pinault nat-
urally accepted the offer, and told his
friends of his good fortune, and received
their congratulations on his good luck.
Aq ﬂ;efe was no saving clause in Sir
Wl!frlq s_offer, Major Pinault had no
pesltatlop In making public his prospect-
ive appointment, and having his picture
in Le Sqlgl} as the coming deputy minis-
ter of militia. Col. Panet having entire-
1y recovered the use of his eyes, returned
to his department and resumed his work.
As the present deputy minister has
served but 23 years, he would not be en-
titled to the full superannuation, and is
quite unwilling to retire from a position
that he is at present as well able to fill
as at any time during the past 10 vears.
MaJ'or Pinault and his friends are most
anxious to have Sir Wilfrid's offer car-
ried out, but Col. Panet declines to be
the yictlm of Sir Wilfrid’s premature
promises,

People from Quebec tell of a meeting
which took place the other day in the
Ancient Capital, between the major from
Matane and the present deputy minister,
when the following dialogue was over-
heard:

. The Colonel—* Well, when are you go-
ing to take my place 7"

'The Major—*“I may answer that ques-
'tion by asking when you are going to
leave ?”

The Colonel—* Well, you will have to
run after it a good while yet.”

Sir Wilfrid Laurier appears to look
upon the office of deputy minister of
every department as his personal patron-.
age, and offers them to his friends with-
out even consulting the head of the de-
partment, who is respoensible for its ad-
ministration.

Very strong reason would have to be
given for the retirement of Col. Panet,
if he is physically fit and willing to con-
tinue to serve.—Canadian Military Ga-
zelte.

SANDON’S SOLID PROSPERITY.

A correspondent of the Spokane
Spokesman-Review who has been in-
vestigating the Slocan, writes as follows:
The ideal mining town of the Kootenays
is Sandon. Squeezed in by towering
mountains, 3,500 feet above the level of
the sea, it presents to the stranger the
correct characteristics of a mining gulch
town, often heard of but rarely seen.
Yet it is unfair in writing of the place
‘to. infer that the town of Sandon, by
reason of its situation, is simply small.
Certainly it has little room to grow, un-
less its ecitizens go higher and higher up
the mountain side, as they have already
started to do, or, on the other hand,
build up to Cody and down to Three
TIorks. Nevertheless, Sandon is the cen-
tre of the greatest and richest silver-lead
ecsmp known to the world to-day, her-
alded near home as the “Silvery Slocan.”
Sandon’s situation as the terminus of the
Sandon-Nakusp branch of the Canadian
Pacific railway gives it ample shipping
facilities, and starting within the limits
of the townsite, spreading out for a
radius of many mileg around, are its
mines; rich miles; di¥idend payers; ship-
pers, and prospects that go on increasing
in value in course of development and as
depth is obtained. As these claims pour
out their wealth it all passes through
Sandon to the smelters and refineries.
These mines have paid more dividends
and shipped more ore than any other sec-
tion of the favored Kootenays, and to-
day while silyer is at a low figure and
a heayy duty upon shipments of lead in-
to the United States has to be reckoned
npon, they are producing a larger amount
of ore and paying more profits-than ever
én/ghe history of the district.

Much of the building up of Sandon

starting of many of its leading
enterprises, such as the electric light
plant, water works and a recent acquisi-
tion, the Hotel Reco, is to be placed to
the credit of a Virginian, John M. Har-
ris. Fortune has favored him from the
time he acquired an interest in the Reco
until now, when . his many carefully
planned investments are returning to him
a comfortable income as a reward for his
enterprise and business sagicity.

For its size Sandon boasts of as fine
a lot of mercantile, hotel and -public
buildings as any town of twice its size
in the southern section of the province.
Its main street, typical of a gulch town,
has barely room enough for two teams
to pass each other. There is little fear
of a fire spreading, however, as there
is a sufficiency of water, good pressure
and an excellent fire department. The
town last year was incorpordted, and
gince it has passed into the care of a
mayor and aldermen, they have continu-
ed bettering its appearance in the way
of levelling roads and building sidewalks.

Before going into a“description of the
surrounding mines, it is of interest to
note the following figures as being the
approximate amount of profits or divi-
dends pajd by some of the mines near
Ssndon: Payne, $800,000; Slocan Star,
$4,00,000; Ruth, $3,00,000; Reco, $287,-
500; Idaho, $264,000; Noble Five, $49,-
000: Rambler, $40,000; Last Cnance,
$00,000; Goodenough, $32,500; Slocan
Boy, $25,000; Washington, $20.000;
Jackson, $20,000; Surprise, $20,000.

PROGRESS AT TRAIL.

Trail, Aug. 20—Trail is booming again,
the “blowing in” of the smelter has giv-
en life to all things. Several new hotels
have been opened recently, the Globe and
Home are the latest two, the owners
coming to Trail after a thorough search
the country over. to find suitable loca-
tions. The fact that the smelter will
gcon be employing 500 or 600 men, with
a monthly payroll of $20,000, induces
those who are hunting locations to come
to this point. f

Everything points to permanency. The
$100,000 worth of improvements which
the Canadian Pacific Railway company
have placed in the smelter since it came
into its hands last February give ovi-
dence that they intend to make Trail
the smelting centre of the province.

At present the plant, which is known
as the Canadian Smelting Works, is be-
ing operated by electricity alone, al-
though fires are banked in a nest of
boilers, the house covering them just
being completed. - The electric supply
from their own plant, and that of Bon-
rington Falls, added to the stream, gives
three motive powers, each safficiently
strong to operate the smelter machinery

| should acident befall one or the other.

The contract by Sol Cameron is not
yet completed. The ‘2,000,000 brick he
is fo burn and 40 roast stalls he is to
erect are under way but not completed.
“Work is being actively pushed on all
the out-door undertakings as the increase
in the ore shipments is hurrying the man-
agement to handle it.

Good progress is being made.

AR A R TOR
' Clo Root Tea for Constipation
o ";dk if after using *t you don't
return the package and get yomr

88,
mgne'yo.' Sold by Cyrus H. Bowes,

The widening of the marow:gauge goesy
 steadily on.

Y. M. I. GRAND COUNCIL.
Closing Business and Election of Officers
at the Annual Convention.

The annual convention of the Grand
Council of the Northwest jurisdiction of
the Y. M. 1. was brought to a close yes-
terday, the election and installation of
officers being the only business of public
interest ‘transacted. The new officers
are:

Supreme representativey F. A. Gar-
recht, of Walla Walla, Wash.

_Grand president, W. H. Keary, of
New Westminster.

Grand vice-president, J. F. O’Brien,
of Tacoma.

Grand second vice-president, F. E.
McFeely, of Vancouver.

Grand secretary, John B. Coffey, of
Portland.

Grand treasurer, S. F. Dove, of Port-
land.

.Grand chaplain, Rt. Rev. Bishop Chris-
tie, of Viectoria.

Grand Marshall, Thomas Brown, of
Spokane.

Board of grand directors—Thomas
Deasy, Lootens council, Victoria; W.
H. Harris, Seghers council, Victoria; J.
F. McAndrews, Walla Walla; F. F.
O’Neill, Butte, Mont.; T. J. Ivers,
Seattle.

The officers were installed by the dep-
uty supreme president, H. J. Alstock.

It was decided to meet next year at
Seattle, the date to be fixed by the grand
couneil. i

Yesterday afternoon the delegates vis-
ited Esquimalt, the parliament buildings
and other points of interest, and in the
evening they were the guests at an en-
tertainment and dance given by the
Young Ladies” Institute.

SHORT OF PROVISIONS.

Schooner Director Arrives Home From
the Asiatic Coast With Her
Locker Empty.

The schooner Director, Capt. Gilbert,
the only vessel of the Victoria sealing
fleet to hunt on the Asiatic coast for
seal this year, returned to port last even-
ing, after a cruise lasting for seven and
a half months. Four hundred and forty
skins were taken on the trip—360 on the
Japan coast, and 80 off Copper island.
Nothing occurred during the cruise of
an unusual nature, the vessel returning
home without injury, and the crew hav-
ing no particularly exciting experiences
to relate, other than that of a “ dueking ”’
a Jap got on the coast of Japan.

Coming home, according to one of the
Director’'s hunters, the schooner ran
short of provisions, and the men lived
on bread, water and fish for the greater
part of the voyage. It was on July 14
that the schooner left the Copper islands
for home, and a call was made at Atu
for fresh water, where, fortunately, the
fresh fish was secured. Speaking of
the cruise, the hunter stated that the
weather on the Japan coast has been
very rough this year, and not many seal
herds were found.

The schooner touched at Honolulu and
Hakodate, and returned home through
the Behring sea. Only four seal'ers were
seen, and they were too far distant to
be distinguished. =No warslpps were
sighted, either off the Copper islands or
in Behring sea. In the Straits the Di-
rector dropped anchor off Phjlllp point,
on the American side, and six of her
hunters came on to Victoria by boat.

DOCTORS TESTIFY.

There’s strong testimony by eminent
physicians of wonderful cures made by
Dr. Chase's Family Remedies—particu-
larly Dr. Chase’s Ointment.

—— e QT
THE CORBETT TRAGEDY.

Insanity Said to Have Been the Cause of
the Awful Crime.

San Francisco, August 17.—The terrible
deed of killing his wife and then commit-
ting sulcide, is now laid to & fit of insanity
on the part of Patrick J. Corbett. father
of James J. Corbett, the pugilist. The hor-
rible affair occurred at an early hour yes-
terday morning, at the old man's residence,
520 Hayes street.

As ne’;r as the time can be fixed, the
shots were fired at 4:50 a.m. Mrs. Corbett
heing killed as she was lying asleep in her
bed. So far as can be ascertained, there
was not the slightest reason why the hus-
band should have sought to wreck such
terrible ‘vengeance upon his wife, as for
nearly half a century the couple have lived
happily. ' Indeed- during Monday evening
they had chatted pleasantly with two of
their daughters, and at an early hour had
retired witbout the slightest indication hav-
ing been given of what was to follow with-
in the next few honrs. ;

Where Mr. Corbett purchased the pistol
no one seems to know. He was never
kinown to keep a weapon in the house.
There is little doubt that Mr. Corbett
was insane when he committed the deed.
He inherited the mania from his ancestors.
His sister Margaret Griffin, is now an in-
mate of the Napa Insane Asylum, having
been confined there six years. MHer insan-
ity is periodic. Both the old peopie were
natives of Ireland, and Mr. Corbett was 66
years old, and his wife four years younger.

New York, August 17.—James J. Corbett
was shocked when he received the above
news. He at first refused to believe it, but
when the news seemed to be confirmed by
press despatches he broke down and wept
like a child. His trainers, McVey and
White, tried to consol him, but to no pur-
pose. Corbett said that if the reports were
true his father must have become insane.
Roth his father and mother took a deep in-
terest in his affairs, and keenly felt his
defeat by Fitzsimmons at Carson Oity.
They both wanted him to retire from the
ring after that. Corbett left his training
guarters last night for San Francisco.

TROUBLES WITH INSURGENTS.

Spanish Forces May Yet Flave to Deal
With Them if Americans Fail.

Madrid, Aug. 24.—The government de-
finitely denies that it has sent to General
Blanco instructions to resume hostilities
against the insurgents. General Blanco
has full liberty to act as the cccasion
may require. y .

The minister of war, Lieut. Genamal
Correo. when asked what instructions
had been given General Blanco in regard
to opposing the insurgents in Cuba, re-
plied that he had ordered the Captain-
(Generals in Cuba and the Philippines
to act in accord with the Americans, but
if the Americans should prove unable to
make the insurgents respect the armis-
tice then the, instructions were to .repel
by arms any attack upon the Spaniards.

Tondon, Aug. 24.—According to 2 des-
patch from Manila to a local news
agency there has been serious fighting b_e-
tween the Spaniards and insurgents in
Cuba, in which the insurgents lost 500
killed and wounded. The report cannot
be confirmed from other sources.

s s e bk

To all who find themselves .with health
gradually slipping away, kidneys apd
liver sé disorganized that they are in-

capable of keeping the system free from'

poisonous waste material, stomach dis-
ordered;, bowels" constipated, head ach-
ing, back paining, take Dr. Chase’s Kid-
ney-Liver Pills. The quick way they
heip you back to health will surprise you.

Robert—Don’t. you think Tommy drinks
fnore than is good for himself? ‘

Richard—Yes, perhaps so; but then Tom-
my ien’t a man who is ‘always looking out
for his own good.—Boston Transcript.

-about the property were true.

CENTRE STAR MINE.,

NO AUGUST STEAMER, v o e s cnr s s

Owing to Demands of War Port-
land Goes Without This Month’s
Oriental Liner.

The Aorangi to Carry a Shipment
of Onioos—The Brotchie
Ledge Beacon.

The O. R. & N. Co.’s Onental line was
slightly interfered with by the United
States government, when the big liner
Arizona was pressed into the transport
service, and as a result there will be no
August steamer from DPortland, says
the Oregonian. The Columbia, which
was scheduled to folldw the Mogul
on the Portiand line, was sent to
Tacoma to take the cargo which
had been collected for the Arizona, and
as no other steamer was available, one
trip was dropped, and the next steamer
due here will be the Braemar, about Sep-
tember 11, The demands of war, to-
gether with booming business in the Far
East; have caused a temporary scarcity
of steamers, but this will soon be reme-
died, and when the war is finally settled
there.wﬂl be an abundance of craft of
all kinds. The patriotic citizens who
unloaded venerable steamers on the gov-
ernment at good round figures, have in
many cases taken a portion of the money
received and built larger, faster and bet-
ter vessels, and as\the government will
have no use for many of the marine gold
brlqks purchased at the height of the
excitement, these will be thrown on the
gnarket and sold at very low prices, and
in the end the American flag will wave
over a larger tleet of ocean-going steam
vessels than were dreamed of six months
ago.

TEARS FOR THE MONARCHY.

The demand for onions in Honolulu
appears to be abnormal. A couple of
weeks ago, two steamer loads of the
strong-smelling vegetables were sent
from San Francisco to Honolulu, and,
besides, the passenger steéamers took a

Bought This Rossland Property.

Discussing the fact that the Gooderham-
Blackstock Syndicate bhaa purchased the
Centre Star mine at Rossand, paying two
million dollars for it, the Toronto Globe
says the deal was the chief topie in business
circles, It was recognized that this pur-
chase gave Toronto capitalists a command-
ing position In diréeting the development
of the Kootenay gold field.

A representative of the Globe called on
Mr. Blackstock. who was found on his rarm
near Oakville, to learn of the probable line
of development which would be pursued in
connection with the newly acquired pro-

erty.
p"\Ne have purchased the Centre Star,”
said Mr. Blackstock, ‘‘and paid for it the
sum of two milifon dollars in cash. Mr.
Galt left this morning for Rossland to take
cver the property and make arrangements
for continuing operations. The mine was
purchused for the syndicate of which Mr.
Gooderham is the head, and not for the
War Eagle Company. It Is our iutention to
do with the property precisely what we did
with the War.Eagle: Develop it vigorously,
make a niine of it and form a company to
operate it when it reaches a stage where
it can ship gteadily. Development will pro-
bably go on for a year before anything is
done toward shippicg ore, and we shall
spend a quarter of a million or more on it
in that time.

I suppose that very few weeks’ prepara-
tory work on the Centre Star could ship
about a hundred tons a day, but we do not
regard it as a thoroughly developed mine.
I'he ore bodies known to exist on it have
not been thoroughly explored, but give in-
dieation that the groperty may become one
of great value. here is a great deal, of
second-grade ore in sight, but we have not
taken it into our calculations in acquiring
the property. It lies on the side of Red
Mountain, adjacent to the Le Roi and War
Eagle, but there will, I fancy, be no
economy in working it from the War Eagle
shafts, as the ore bodies are located differ-
ently from those on the War Eagle. At
present the principal development is by a
tunnel, which at its inner end gives a
depth of 300 feet from the surface. A shaft
goes down from 100 to 150 feet further,
but it is really a prospecting shaft, and
the engineers will probably re-arrange the
working plans when the mine is developed.
T'he important feature of the situation is
that the Le Rol has proved the ore body
to a depth of 750 feet, or 450 feet below
the Centre Star tunnel, while the War
Eagle has proved it at another point 150
feet further down than the Star tunnél. It
is therefore an undoubted fact.that there
ig ore at least twice as far down as the
Centre Star workings now extend, and it is
this ore we. prepose’ to open up.

The question of smelting becomes an im-
portant one in view of the extent of ore
shipment probable within the next year. If

large quantity—so many that passengers {;yo Canadian Pacific Railway carries out

refused to travel on the steamers. The
demand, however, still remains unsup-
plied, and to-morrow the Aorangi will
take a large shipment from this port.
The Aorangi will also take a shipment
of canned fruits and canned salmon.

A GENERAL ELECTION.

Report That the Legislature Will Be
Dissolved Before a Session is Held.

There is a report current that the
Semlin government intend not to hold

any by-elections, but, instead, have the Y

Lieutenant-Governor.’ dissolve the legis-
lature before any session is held, and to
have another general election in October,

between the 8th and the 15th. The story
came from two different sources, and
niay account for' the fact that as yet
there have been no steps taken, so far
as known, towards holding by-elections.

Wheén asked a couple of days ago as to
whether there was any likelihood of by-
elections being brought on, Premier
Semlin replied that there was no hurry.
Under ordinary circumstances, it is the
custom to have the By-eleétions for the
members of a new ministry as promptly
as possible, as by the acceptance of office
their seats in the legislature are vacated.
Consequently Premier Semlin’s intima-
tion that there is no hurry about the
matter gives a certain confirmation to
the report that a new general election
will be held instead.

Yesterday another election protest was
filed, This was by Thomas William
Fletcher, of Armstrong, against the
return of Mr. Price Ellison, member-
elect for the East Riding of Yale. This
makes the number of protests filed 34 in
all.

EAST KOOTENAY MINING.

M. H. Dufly, the veteran Fort Steele
prospector, is in the city again, having
come down from East Kootenay to meet
a party of Denver capitalists with whom
he has a deal for the sale of his free-
milling gold claims on the East Fork of
‘Wild Horse creek and on Brewery creek.
Mr. Duffy brought down a large sack of
samples from his twe Wild Horse creek
claims, and reports that the assays made
here confirmed those made in Fort
Steele, which ran enormously high in
gold. The ore is free milling on the
surface,” said he, *“but whether it will
become base at depth has not been deter-
mined yet. 'The ore which assays so
high rarely carries gold visible to the
eye, but it can be erushed and panned,
The ledge is four and a. half feet wide.
The properties are not easily reached,
but we expect government aid in build-{
ing a trail to them. I am expecting|
Denver people up to see the properties, |
and if the boats continne to run until
September 10, I will take them up there
and show them a mining country as rich
as that which made Denver famous.
My Brewery creek property adjoins the
group which bears’ Col. Doherty’s name,
and which is' famous in the Fort Steele
district, on account of the colonel’s per-
sistent faith in the properties, and his
untiring work in developing them. He
owns three claims that are well devel-
oped—the Dobherty, Doherty No. 2, and
Bald Mountain. He has an 80-foot
shaft on one, and 50-foot shafts on each
of the others. He has been working on
the properties for about seven years,
having located them himself. He is a
tremendous worker. Nearly all of this
sinking he has done with his ewn hands,
without powder and with only pick and
shovel, I
be rewarded, for it is said that a deal
is pending which will pass the properties
over to a stron geompany, and line the
colonel’s pockets with needed thousands.

«There -is' much talk around Fort
Steele of the recent strike on the Sulli-
van group. The owners are pushing
work most vigorously. I met the super-
intendent in Fort Steele the other day.
He was taking up a big lot of supplies,
and said that work was to be pushed

ight along, and that all the good stories

“Work on the Crow’s Nest road is
going along more rapidl_y even than was
anticipated. The engine was within
seven miles of Cranbrook when I left,
and McCarthy Bros., who had the con-
tract for the rock work between Ward-
ner and Cranbrook, told’ me that they
had everything completed and ready for
the rails to be laid right into the latter
town. = The roeck work between -the
towns was unusually heavy, and ‘the
_contraetors exceeded all expectations in
having it done so as not to delay the
laying of the track.”—Spokane Spokes-
man-Review,
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His years of toil are about to |5,

its promise to smelt the ore at cost I see
no reason why we should build a smelter
for the War Eagle and Centre Star ores.
I am inclined to think the Trail smelter
will be in a position to ‘handle ore very
cheaply when the output reaches 1,000 tons
a day or more, as it will before long.” There
are enough varieties of ore to almost.secure
self-flushing, the manager of the smelter
tells me and with cheap coke from the
Crow’s Nest Pass by fall, rates at the
smelter should go dowu. Our contract for
War Eagle ore was $7.50 up to a certain
tonnage, and $7 if we exceeded it. I think
we are shipping enough now to gega rate
of $7. It is not too much to expeet that
when all the conditions of which I have
spoken are In operation the rate for freight
and treatment shall not exceed $5.50 per

on.
That the tonnage will be available seems
certain, The War Eagle, now with only
a second-rate hoisting plant, is shipping
about 200 tons a day. and when the im-
provements now in progress are completed
the mine will be able to ship at least 300
tons. I do not say that we will ship 300,
but it would be nothing extraordinary if we
did. The Centre Star, when developed, will
give 300 tons a y also, say, 600 tons for
these two mines. The _British America
Corporation from the Le Roi and its other
properties will ship at least 300 tons per
day, and the owners other properties
would probably feel indignant if we did
not credit them with tons a day also.
I am therefore well within the mark when
I say that in a year from now Rossland
will be sending from 1,000 to 1.200 tons of
ore daily to the smelters. Most, if not
all, of this will be handled at Trail if the
Canadian Pacifiec Railway carries out, as I
think it will, its promise to smelt at cost.

It will give some idea of the value of the
Rossland mines as a source of labor to
the miners and revenue to the railway to
know that the War Bagle accounts of last
month before we began the shipment of 200
tons daily showed that the output of the
mine was about $4,000 per day. Of this
about $1.400 a day want to the railway and
the smelter about $1,000 went for operating
and capital expenses in the mine, and the
balance of $1,600 daily went to profit ac-
count, out of which the diyidend at the
rate of $24,750 a month is paid and a re-
rerve is accamulated, With an output from
the camp of 200 tons every day of the wear
the wages bill of the mines and smelters
would run into the millions. When :one
goes through the gold-copper districts of
Montana one begins to understand what
mining means for a country. On the run
through Dakota the trains are empty, but
whenever the mountains are reached the
cars fill up with prosperous looking people
from the mines and smelter centres. It
will be the same in the Kootenay. which
is just at the beginning of its develop-

ment.

If the Gooderham Syndicate repeats with
Centre Star the success made with War
Eagle it will be a very profitable venture.
War Eagle was bought for $700.000, but
other expenses brought the cost up to
about $750,000. The property was steadily
developed. a company with authorized capi-
tal of 2.000.000 $1 shares was formed. of
which 350,000 shares remain unisswed. The
1.650.000 issued rhares are worth at the
present market price about $4,500.000. The
In_xje;exllf del(;'ldt;m% lnhl$297.000 yearly, and it
8 bellev at this
ol oo w!ll before long be

——

THE GOLD IN THE SEA.

(From the New York Sun.)

“Well, yes,” hesitated the expert in scien-
tific slop and its cognate branches, “I am
willing to admit that one of the great
frauds of recent years is that of the Rev.
Mr. Jernegan, Baptist preacher and water
boomer in other directions, and I am wil-
ling to admit that'he ought to be kicked for
persuading so many people to put up so
many hundred thousands of dollars to en-
able him to erect machinery with which to
extract the gold which Is undoubtedly in
the water of the sea, and at the same time
to feather his nest, which at last accounts,
I believe, had been transferred to some dis-
tant land; yet science will show that Mr.
Jernegan, though none the less a fraud,
could present a very fair argument from
thg actual facts and ﬂFures in the case.

*‘For example, we scientists have comput-
ed that the avernge depth of the ocean is
000 feet, which, occupying as it does
two-thirds of the surface of the ~arth,
would give 400 million cubic miles of salt
water. - This would be egnal in weight to
say one trillion eight hundred and fifty bil-
lion tons, and as each ton of sea water is
sald to contain five sixty-fifths of a grain
of gold, the entire ocean would contain ten
billlon two hundmsed and fifty tons of prac-
tically pure gold. Now, gold, generally
sﬁeaklng, is worth $500,000 a ton, and it is
therefore easy to figure that ten bilicn
two hundred and fifty million tons of gold,
at - $500,000 a ton, would give a total of
gold in the entire ocean at five quadrillion
four hundred and twenty-five trillion of
-dollars, an amount of money beyond all
Luman comprehension, as it is far in-excess

of all the money of all the exchequers of-

all the nations since .the beginning of the
world. In comparison with this trefnondons
amount the estimatad production. of gold
from 1492-until 1898 of 5,300 tons, valued
gltot$2,850,000,000, is but a nickel in ‘the

‘“‘Hence, when the Rev. Mr. Jernegan
showed by the Agures, and figures do ﬂ;t
lie, that thereiwas enough gold in the wa-
ter of the ocean to pay. each one of the
1.300,000,000 people on earth the sum of
416,000, it was a pewerful indacement for
some of those needing shout that mnch
just at this time to put a few dollars into
his scheme in order to secure their share
right away. BSee?’

Yakima the same hearty reception was

THE PINE CREEK DIGGINGS.

Still Another Correspondent Testifies to
Their Genuine Richness.

Frank Richards, of the British steam-
ship Manauense, has received a letter
from a party of prospectors which Capt.
Edwards and himself sent in to northern
British Columbia, and who have been
fortunate enough to get in on Pine
creek. The other Ilucky ones in the
party are F. Miller, Locky McKinnon,
McClosky, Gibson, Pauli, Jornes and W.
Carter. One of them has already left
on the Detroit with red yellow gold dust,
worth over $17 to the ounce. There are
17 miles of placer ground on the creek,
the whole of it staked within two weeks.
Miller has five men shovelling in the
sluice-boxes, getting from $30 to $50 or
$60 per day per man. The gravel is
only about two feet deep to bedrock.
Several men left Dyea for thece two
days, and paid $10 for a ride as far as
the Canyon.

This letter is dated the 8th of August.
Skagway is nearly empty, men
having left the railroad, and all the men
having left Morris’ wharf,

Mr. Richards says that there is every
indication of another big boom all along
the line. Pine creek is about 100 miles
from Dyea. He has received other in-
formation from prospectors they have
out among the islands. Good quartz
discoveries have been made at Bisnoff
island, Yankee ‘basin, Montana creek,
Prince of Wales island, Kitchicaro,
Kasacan. Extensive graphite discover-
ies, as well as some good quartz, have
been made along the line of the new rail-
way. All work on the railway is sus-
pended. Their partners in this mining
venture close the letter with * Look out
for a new boom; she is bound to come.
Let us hear from you, and one of us
will meet you in Skagway.” They en-
close a map of the road to the new dig-
gings.

Mr. Richards says that the the avail-
able claims on = the creek have been
staked, and it is impossible for anyone
else to get in on the ** ground floor.” He
does not advoeate a mad rush to the
new fields, but anyone who is unem-
ployed and can get into the country will
have the advantage of being on the spot
and taking part in any of the new dis-
coveries swhich are bound to be made as
a necessary eonsequence of the great
numbgr of people now prospecting in
those "parts.

Mr. Erank- Richards is an old pioneer
of British Columbia and the Northwest
Territories. He went in through Ed-
monton some years.ago. He does not
advise anyone to go into the Yukon dis-
trict, but has great faith in the future
of the islands around the coast, and
says that no young man can fail to suc-
ceed in British Columbia if he brings
into the country good health, a thorough-
ly sound constitution, and plenty of pa-
tience and perseverence, with a good out-
fit. The climate and other conditions
of the Yukon are too severe for ordinary
humanity to bear.

RS TET L e
THE BIG FAIR.

Commissioner Keary Is In Town On
Business For the Westminster
Fair,

Mr. W. H. Keary, commissioner for
the big provincial exhibition at _VVestmi.n-
ster, is in town, and will remain here a
couple of days longer for the purpose .of
seeing the manufacturers and others in-
terested in the various local industries
so as to secure as large an exhibit as
possible from Viectoria and the Island.
So far he has met with very gratifying
suceess ‘and Victoria will make a good

showing.

Mr. Keary has just retugned from a
trip through the Kooten: ~.and le;ile
there he visited all the principal mining
camps and towns with the result that a
magnificent exhibit of minerals is prom-
ised from that portion of tife province.

West Kootenay’s' possibilities in an
agricultural way will also be shown.
Or the West Fork of the Kootenay near
the Kootenay reclamation works two
brothers .named Dow, former Victorians,
have gone in for farming and on t.hat
ranch Mr. Keary saw a cabbage weigh-
ing 68% pounds, while the potatoes he
describes as “like cordwood stiqks,” tpe_y
are so enormous. The Doys will gxhlbxt
fruits and vegetables, and speaking of
fruit Mr. Keary says that without doubt
when the fair opens there will be gather-
ed together the largest display of fryit
ever seen in Canada, e

On his way back Mr. Keary visited
Spokane and through the efforts of Mr.
Bolster and Mr. Robt. Easson, secretary
of the Chamber of Commerce, he got s\;ch
hearty support, backed up by a meeting
of the Chamber of Commerce, that a
splendid display of fruit will be sent
over by the Washingtonians to compete
against the Canadian product, Then at

given Mr. Keary, and the likelihood is
that a fine exhibit will come from ‘there
and several other places in_the state as
well. Special rates are being given by
the transportation lines both in British
Columbia and from Washington.

When Mr. Keary was at the famous
Reco mine in West Kootenay the man-
ager laughingly pointed to a block of
solid galena and told Mr. Keary he could
have that specimen if he could move it,
Nothing loath, the commissioner, who is
a pretty husky man, stooped down, got
a good hold of the chunk and managed
t. just lift it slightly from the ground.

it weighed 283 pounds and is worth
$70 and will be one of the specimens
at the show. All the mine owners in

fact entered heartily into the idea of

sending exhibits. :

Touching on other features of the fair,
Mr. Keary_ says that in the machinery
department there are exhibits enough al-
ready promised /o fill the persent ma-
chinery building five times over and ‘n
consequence: the structure will have to
be considerably enlarged. In all other de-
partments ‘the show will be exceedingly
large. Mr,'Keary is at the New England
and will be glad to hear from intending
exhibitors and to give all the information
in his power. in regard to the fair.

+ FAME'S PATHWAY.

The king of Denmark has given up his
intended visit to Wiesbaden, after every
arrangement has been. made both for his
journey and his residence there. This is
the first season that King Christlan has
omitted to. vieit Wiesbaden for twenty-two
years. ¢ .

Ex-Qucen - Isabella of Spain, who was
very anxious te go and see her’ danghter-
in-law. the queen regent, has jeft -Paris
for Brides-les-Baing, in the picturesque Sa-
vory region, where she has been in the
habit of taking the waters for several sea-
sons.: i

it 'is posaible that the Rev. W. H. H.
Mnurray, better known as “Adirondack’™
Murray, may bring a 1'bel suit against the
paper which recently asserted that he 'is
running a disreputable  saloon in Texas.
Mr. Murray has been for several years liv-
ing on his ancestral-farm iu Guilford, Mass.,
and is now ding much of his time. in
Springfield. ' 2" * -

?——-——-——-——_
“How did you enjoy the circus, Ezra?’
“Pretty - goody only- there warn’t a Span-
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QUESNELLE TO HAZLETON.

Charles Poquet, of Quesnelle, who:
went in with ‘the road gang from Ques-
nelle as packer, is in town. He states.
that the trail from Quesnelle to Hazle-
ton is in first-class shape now; that on
the return of the gang from Hazleton
every mud hole was corduroyed. A
bridge is now completed over Mud river,

and a ferry at Nechaco. Coming back

they crossed 1,580 horses, going north,

and several hundred were missed by

reason of the road gang being on "the

Maurice town trail, while . many men

went around by Bear river. At Maurice

town he saw Hamlin Garland, and had

a long talk with him. Mr. Garland wilk

be remembered as a writer of note, going

in this time as a special correspondent
of McCluré’s Magazine. Mr. Garland.

was the writer of “ Grant's Memoirs.””

Mr. Garland told Mr. Poquet that he

had never taken a more interesting trip,

or one that he more enjoyed. The broad

alley.of the Buckley and other agricul-

ral portions attractad his especial atten-

tion. He thinks t the country along

the trail will furnish homes for thou-

sands of agriculturists and stockmen.. .
At Hazleton Mr. Poquet saw Robert

Nesbitt with his pack train. Mr. Nesbitt

made the trip from Quesnelle through to-
Hazleton in 15 days, as did another pack

train, but most of them took about 20

days. - Many men are stopping at Naase-
river, 60 miles beyond Hazleton, where

there is said to be a quantity of mining:
ground that will pay fair wages, and

many expect a strike there. Few horses.
were lost on the trail, in comparison with:

the number that started, especially econ-

sidering the condition of many of them

at starting. The season was several

weeks late and the rain was excessive,.

but under the eircamstances good: time-

was made. Ben. Beach, who had charge:

of this section-of the road, is now either

at Mud river or on his way to Quesnelle

with his party.—-An}xcrott Mining: Jeur-

nal.

BOUNDARY MINING ACCIDENT.
The HRoundary Creek 'Times says:
“Robert W. Roberts, a young Welsh:
miner, met his death in the OId Iron-
sides mine on Tuesday morning last.
The deceased, M. Austin and W. J.
Pierce went down the 200-foot shaft
shortly after 11 shots had been fired.
Roberts and Austin, were overcome by
the foul air. Ioberts died shortly after
being brought to the surface, while-Aus-
tin regained consciousness and is rapidly
recovering. ‘The unfortunate accident
was due to the men’s haste to see the
effect of their shots. The shift to which
they belonged drilled 11 holes in the
drift at the 200-foot level. They charg-
ed the same and ecame to the gurface.
They waited only 15 minutes after the
shots were fired, and then went down
the shaft. Pierce stopped at the pump
12 feet above the bottom of the shaft.
Roberts jumped from the~ bucket a8
soon as it reached bottom, and ran into-
the drift. He must have become uncon-
scious at once, for Pierce heard Anstin.
shout that Roberts was dead. Austin.
started into the drift, and Pierce slid.
down the cable and followed. ‘He found.
both men unconscious.  He succeeded in
getting both men out of the drift into
the shaft, but the foul air was rapidly’
affecting him, and Be went to the sur-
face. Pat Dermody, the foreman at the- .
mine, then went down. He placed Aus-
tin in the bucket, but the air was k-
bad, and he was unable to lift Roberts..
Austin was brought to the surface, and
Dermody again went down and secured
Roberts. Dr. Foster was sent for. Be-
fore he reached the mine Roberts was
dead. He never regained eonyclomeﬂs,
and died a few minutes after being res-
cued from the mine. e :

The air in the Old Ironsides shaft has
always been good, and the fatality was
caused from the foul air from the pow-
der. Roberts, who was a man,
was ambitious to do as much as the:
opposite shift, and he was in ‘the habit:
of going down the mine too soon after
shots had been fired. His friends often.
cautioned him to be more careful. .

The accident was a particularly sadi
one. -~ Rol was a particular friend!
of Hugh O. Thomas, who was receng:ly”
killed in the Snowshoe. He and Thomias™
sister were to be married at Christmas.
For several days previous to the acci- -
dent, he had been anaking arrangements
to take Thomas' body home to New
Rockland, Quebec, and intended to leave
for the Kast after next pay day. Rob-
erts was a native of Carnarvon, Wales-
He came to New Rockland several years;
ago, and came to British Columbia with
a number of Welsh miners a few months
ago. The deceased was a steady, hard-
working miner, and very popular with
his fellow employees: =~ ° :

mg{: rapidly recoda;ering, and will
be all right in a few 8. .

Dr. Jakes visited the mine on Tuesday
afternoon, and decided to hold an in-
quest. ~This was done on ‘Wednesday
morning. ; .

The jury was as follows: J. Fitzger-
ald, foreman; G. Rumberger, J. Moran,
J. Foulds, — Burns, George Klinck.
After hearing the evidence, the jury
brought in a verdict that death was
caused by foul air, and no blame was
attached to anyone.

M'GILL'S MINING PROFESSOR.
- e

Mr. Porter Visiting Victoria to See the
Country and Enjoying a Vacation.

fesss | g

Staying -at the Driard is Mr. J. B.
Porter, professor of mining at McGill
university, Montreal. His visit to this
province ig partly a vacation trip and
partly with the object of seeing some of
the .better known mining districts. Pro-
fessor Porter has had charge of the min-
ing and metallurgical department at Me-
Gill for the past three years, and under
his supervision the planning and instal~
ing of the plant has been carried out,

disposal, the university has to-day the
most complete mining and metallurgicak
laboratories. in existence. The result of’

sion, had more students in mining-

known Boston Institute of Technology..
The mining plant is onia % -
mercial seale, with stamps, crushers and!
everything complete, so that the stu--
dents ean do- thoroughly practical work.
Mr. Porter 3 L
of his scientific fitness, but because he-
had .the extensive praetical experience:
that was eminently desirable in the work.
of _turning out mining graduates who-
combine: theory with practice. From:
here Professor Porter goes to Nanaimo>
-and thence Hast, stopping for a short
time  in the Kootenay country” on. his
When shell shrapnel to; $
And ma?‘ﬁnedp:nd e
Full many fell, but oh! thank God%:

~

5

iard in the whole menagerie.”’—Judge.
. i

The novellsts were spared. b tﬁi

out,
and with the ample funds placed at his .

this is that MeGill, during the last ses-
tham

5:chosen not only because-

either - Columbia college or the well-: g




