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g:-gi.r Rome despatch says the Goveru-
{0t has denied a report tc the effect
k t Italy was seeking-peace with Tur-
“The ‘dénial will serve to remind
forgetful world that Italy and Tur-
g‘y are supposed to' be at war.
* N

5 } . Frion . .
' Premier Roblin-is a-humane man.

& knows that ‘the railways are vlock-
#dod, ‘und the wheat prices: going to
#tmaih; so. he: botats the: telephone
Fent out of reah of ‘the. Manitoba
f¢rier, thus fréetg: him  from @
Mptatlon 40 +~epenid- - -Hard-gained
Mey on u non-gsséntial.

H(.r Robert 'ﬁosm says Si# Chari:s
'ﬂwper promifed 1o build the Hul-
dn Bay rallwdy. “That may be, but
m Charles didn’t build it. Mr.' Bor-
@éft-also promjnad to -build it;-and he
didi’. intend to bufld it either until
the storm “of prcest aroused by ‘the
Uptpivition forced him to call off the
Blockade and 4llow work to proceed

With ‘his wheat uhder the snow, and
ﬂ(e pricé dropping, the prairie farmer
s be getting almost uncontrollably

Cﬁnl from on September 21st. Hls
(nﬂlursts of enthuumsm will be Te-
eﬁhoed by the Wwoman of his choice,
*ﬁo notes that the price of flour has
phot up another ﬂve ‘ceats per bag.

Qu member 0£ ibe new cammission
S@ oirted tc. create. vacanciea ifi the
g service .is. Lha. head of th,e, Lic

Publishlng company, - the

r of which Mr. Henri Bouras#a'is
r. The voics is the voice of Bor-
% ‘but the hand is the hand of Bofr-
gt ‘The Nationalist chieftain intehds
9cure ‘mastery- of the civil servige,

\le has. a;rqady secured mastery ol

naval policy: .

{roadway, the paving being paid for in

: pay g while the Edmonton system i-

’ . Tho street rarnway wstem conﬂnu«-e

to show & monthly. balance:-on the.
 wrong side of the accouM"' Were thls
a thing peculiar to the present mont 18
it might be accounted . for.. by .the
break-down at the power-hcuse; and
ime consequent ' laek -of ‘sufficient ‘en+

ergy to properly operate the cars, But
the system has “been losing money
J praciically from the start, when there

1Was emple power as well..ag when

the~s was a shortage, and while the
Bituztion is not one to ecause alarm ur

to arcuse dissatisfactica with the prin- |
¢iple of municipal ownership it is one
4whirh deserves more attention than
has bitherto been given it imorder that
‘the s¥ystem may be got upon a, self-
sustzining basis as soon as: possible.
On s step in this highly desirable direc-
tioa” would .be to relieve the. system
ot the burden of fixed charges assessel
taga nst it an account of paving; Where
the laying ar repair of tracks requirss
thi'tearing up and replacing cf pave-
mert. or where the operatioﬁ of the
cars destroys the pavement and makes
relsying necessary, it is fair that the
cost ot this work should be chargzi
against the street railway. But it is
not fair that the system sghould u2
‘‘soaked"” for a large part of the cost
| of pavement which wculd have to he
faid street railway or no street ratl-
way, and which, if the street railway
had not been built would have been
paisl for by the-adjoining property
owaers. Under the present arrangoe-
m21t the street railway system is as-
sessed with'the cost of paving between
the rails, the cost of paving a strip .2
fooi and a half wide on either side of
the track, and the cost of paving the
“devil strip” ca double-fracked’ sec-
tions.  Just why this arrangement was
adorted i{s not clear, but the effect 7t
it is° to make the public at:large-—
through the fare boxes:of the :street
cars—pay a considerable part of the
cost «<of paving streets -upen- which
str~t railway tracks are laid, As tha
conrents of the fare boxes -are not at
thespresent time large enough to meet
th's charge the amcunt figures in the
returns  of the system as:a deficit on
operation. And the item is one which
must increase as paving is done on
strects traversed by - street.  railway
tracks, “ It may be that.the-system
woua'\l not at present meet expenses
even if this item were -omitted, -but it
woulq- come.- nearer- doing -8o.In Cal-
gary the street railway is required to
provide only for the actual cost c¢f the

the ordinary way. In that is-‘one of
the reasons why the Calgary system is

losin sz money.

THE NATIONALIST HEAD. -
HUNTERS. :

itier Govéx‘nmeﬁt ‘went dowfl to ]
L{u in.an earnest effort to meet the
fibe; - of the Western Grain- “Grpiv-. |
: It said 1n:.a-Tecent issue: “TWast-
{/8redn. growers, sent Sir Wi

The Toronto Telegram .is alarmaed |
lest the axe is being wielded too vig-
ariurly by Messrs. Pelletier and Monk,
and i: appéals to Mr, Borden in two
coluir.iis and a half to stop the slaugh-
ter <t government officials,  If -the

xersary of - their Vlsit. 0.2 Oua,wa
‘fi yeav ago.  Such @/ remindet wnay |

massecre goes on; it says, ‘those Lib-
erals who voted for the coalition un-

“APPEAL TO THE
i BRITISH BORN”

: Hlﬂ?ax Chronicle—Tucked aWay in
ah -obscure corner ¢f Friday’s Mon-
treal Star, we finu a statement which
) Boes to show that men are Heing dis-
mxssed in the Provlnce of Quebec, be- |
cause, as loyal Britighers, they object-
ed to the propaganda of the National-
ist party. It is little wonder that &
paper, making a pretence to British
fair  play, would desire to have .such
a startling bit of news published as in-
conspicucusly as possible, The item
from. the Montreal Star of December
15th, reads.as.follows:—
The Case of Mr. Baldwin.
Special to the Sdontreal Star.
Coaticooke, Que., Des. 15—Mr.

Eugerne O. Baldwin, a customs em-

ployee, has been suspended from the

service for interferénce in political
affairs.. Mr. Baldwin claims, in his

own behalf, that he never sought di-

rectly to induce an glector to vote

for or against the government dur-
ing the campaign, but that the
grcund taken in his notice of dis-
missal is correct when it is cited that
he issued a manifesto against the

Nationalists in the late campaign.

Mr. Baldwin says: “It (the manifes-

to) was a protest against the Na-

tionalists and their press Yndulging
in such expressions gs ‘Imperialistic

Virus’; ‘We have had enough of

England and the English’; “We will

not be made to forget that in 1837

it was necessary to bere holes in the

British flag in order to breathe the

atmosphere of liberty.’”

+ Mn Baldwin urges the contrast
today between the men who uttered
these words and those—Iike him-
self—who yeprobated them.: ‘vny
the one hand, office and honors
have fallen to them, while he is de-
prived -of ‘office at their behest,

Mr, Baldwin's cffence seems to be
that as a loyal subject of the King he
felt it incumbent upon him to utter a
protest against the dangerous and in-
flammatory character of the appeals
whieh- were being -made by the men
who said: “We have had enough cf
Engiand and'the:English,” and who
talked about: it being necessary - to
‘bore holes in the British flag in order
to breathe the atmosphere of 1iberty.”
Some of the men who were denounc-
ing this “Imperialistic virus” have
been highly honored and rewarded by
Mr. Borden. Mr. Monk, the.chief, went
down to Jacques Cartier and told his
constituents -that Mr. Borden had
treated him with the greatest gener-

i ogity. Not only had he called him to

his cabinet and téndered . him the
mcst important spending department
in it,-but he had accorded him the
unprecedented favor of allowing him
to.select his own colleagues.

Mr. Pelletier, the postmaster gen-
eral, .ahpouri¢ed' that Mr. Borden in
deference to the views of Mr. Beurassa
and the Nationalists, had agreed to
throw overboard the:.Canadian navy
and to. hcid a .plebiscite before any
other action was takén. It is true that
Mr. Pelletier ' subsequently declared
that there was to beé no plebiscite, as

all the members of the cabinet were .
' unanimous in agreeing to abandon tha

navy.
Mr. Bourassa, the master of the
adminstration, was able to announce

.the correct list of Mr. Borden’'s cabl-

! net several days in_ advance of even

m behl& h er
"‘"“’ thera' Bees d‘ & < der--one -delusion cr another, will be the Conservative crgans. Mr. Armand

'J'H’r thu was. t.he »So:mnjn; of all his
,‘tmublaa M
& ‘mewspgpEr, Was 8 .vigm‘ous;
t -of moelproclty, andé is anp
begrd 13 arﬁém ﬁi’pb#ter of the Bca-
‘;tv _Governmett, --Tts _joyous  re-
fitindler that' thé'issye ‘on which the
tiayticr Government Wwas ‘defeated was
&6 ‘Bitort to put-inté effect what' the
@i4in Growers! deteglition asked for ls
diﬂ ‘u) in line with the facts,

—

':Le Winnipeg boafd. < trade have
Md that the ¢cement merger be in-
vesiipated. An Oftawa despatch 8a¥s
thit the Premier will give the requés:
Hls ‘attention, ‘and states that ' ths
m&t&er may be investizgated by the
liw tariff commission.  That kind of
ivertigation would bé parallel to ask-
11 a jury of docters to decide wheéthcr
thei: own gystem of medical treatmeént

wa#" the best known. The tariit
cd]ﬁmisaion named by the Bordbi
dh\rﬂ'nment will naturally—and pho-
y.&g—-be .a comm!.ssion consisting . f
aﬂ ed. and -pronounced believers: in
8 ﬂfc tective tariff ‘as a_ public policy;

d' Bvdy.- of mien habitdated -to mifi-
n;h[ng the evils’and exaggerating the
béierts of protection.~  TFhe -cemént
Mekger, being-a-child.of pretectls),
wu‘ be viewed by this: body with the
e';a of an -indulgent.god-father ®who
i(ilheg to find virtues rather than vices
mfhte offspring of 'a friend. :Sir Max

en need not wm-ry about the fate
t awhits him at the hands of such
'Wlto 'S, nor tha- %hbllc bul}d hop~:s
on -the m’iie!y of Bélievers.ia

o c'um the rapacity:of B trust

fies that this’ ‘gentle way of sid--
fing the yubm: demand that

ey« Wag: prmsd by. the head tf

Y erger and the head of the Gbv-

i e ‘ Mr. Borden had hardly got
tably séated in the chalr of

when Sir Maximman crossed the
M%m,neemlnﬂy._ for little other pur-
PoRA than fo pay his respects and pre-
Benthisiviews tothe, new Premier.

Mr. Borden being the succestul jeddsr
Grt}!( party -of ~protéction, and . Mr.
{tken being the head of the mast phe-

m}ﬁmnal ring of protéctionists, What.

he T&iegxnm 18 LaCon- ;

i ment. and last but not least theadmir-

[dri\ cn away, the prestige of the Min- |

jister of ¥inance will suffer, the inda- |
pennént section of the public will be
altenated, a 'section of the Conserva- |
tives ‘will be offended as they remem-
ber that the Laurier Government dea:t
fairly and even generously with the
appointees of the previous Govera-

ation of the Telegram fcr thé Govern-
meat may, suffer an - eclipse. . Thcve
may be very real dangers or they may
not e but they are not the only ones
which confront the Government in
this matter. The Government, being
a ¢celition, can exist ‘only if and so
long.as the two mutually antagonistic
‘fact ons which suppcrt it ean be kept
fro 1 clinching. Among the ways of
preserving the peace between them,
that of buying up the noisy-individuals
on either side is not to be forgotten

Heacve the need of many vacant offices
to be filled. With jobs to hand.out
the Government can deal” with = the
murmurous cnes promptly and effe--
tive.-. Thus the Imperialistic folover
wny becomes . too outspoken in his
view -~ of his anti-Imperialistic® bed-
Tellows will be forked into a govern-
m2ni position, and told to keep his
moutk ghut. The Naticnalist suppori-
er who is too free in his opinions of
the Imperialistic wing will bé likewise
landed in a comfortable berth, aat
tol1 that his possession of-8t depends
‘apot his  being seen only and not
heard. The better to carry out the
schene, the firing and the hiring is to
be dene by the Nationalist ‘members ¢f ’
the Government. As Mr. Monk and '
Mr. Pelletier are the. ones who are
malk:ng the vacancies, they will be the
ones to fill them, It is thus to the
Nat.onalist Ministers that the Imper- |
jalistic = office-seeker. from Ontario
must go, and to them that the one
holding an appointment ' must answu.r |
for any outbreak against the faction

te which they belong. - As -they .ac:

the masters of the Government’s naval
| policy 80 are the Nationalist Ministers

the n asters of the Government’s pa~

‘treruge. ‘Whoever in the eastern haif
of the Dominion wants a job must

appl7 to them, and whoever gets one
mu-t answer t0 them for his conduc:
tewer( ‘themselves and what they re

a.t. t.hey ahould

thd que upon means of head-
Qﬂ the  common ~enemy:? The
Vﬂr{dpeg hoargd of &mde segms in fair
tc- get the investigation ‘of tie
m»t memr,a!ked for—but on.dinrs
a“ deswn by the ')m.sd of that ¢on-

present. It is useless for the Tele-

Having made. these
gent emen the doctors it must swallow
the kind of medicine they prescribe.
"It +3 equally useless for it to appeal to
M= TForden. He is only- the ciuef
amepe their servants, and  like the
otherg“iable to ‘dismissal it ihis _eon-
duc- is not to their Hklug.. y

- vuia Py

Lavergne stated publicly that he had
goné to Ottawa and offered Mr. Bor-
"den “a regenerated Quebec.”  And Mr,

. Borden had received him with open

hands.

Now, to add to all this, we find that
the Nationalists not only dictated the
selection of the Quebec members of

_the cabinet, and compelled the aban-
{ donment of the Canadian navy, and,

| for thetime being—perhaps forever—
‘of any proposals to assist in the naval
defence of the mother country, but
they exercise such a dominating infilu-
ence in the cabinet that they are able
to secure the dismissal ef public offi-

cials on the sole ground ' that :these®

men had taken a Btand against the
anti-British campaign in Quebec!
This is the pass to which National-
ist .bossism has brought the flag-flan-
per admiinistration! "It would be in-

crediblé;, a few months ago, that any ;

public official i Canada would be dise

missed- by men whe were howling .

about their loyalty to Great Britain

upon such grounds as these. The case :

of Mr. Baldwin, collector of customs

at Coaticocke, raises a very grave 18- |

sue indeed. The charges contained ‘n
the Star’s statement are so startling
that ~their thorough investigation
should be the first duty of the oppo-

sition upon the reassembling of par-;

liament. The people have a rlght to
know whether any man—we care not
how small an cfice he holds—who had
the courage to denounce what he be-
lieved to be disloyal sentiments and
incendiary appeals against British in-
stitutions, is to be punished with sum-
mary dismissal., Mr. Borden must be
made to face the issue squarely, and
| either-to"repudiate the action of his
Naticnalist colleagues or to accept the
full responsibility of administering the

' public coffice of this country in the in-

terests of men who have flaunted their
hatred of Great Britain and British in-
| stitutions. in the faces of English-
speaking fellow-citizens in Quebec.

The case, we venture to say, is with-
out -parallel in any British country. It
goes to show how completely the Na-
tionalist wing contfol the policy and
administration of the Borden govern-
ment. It is not only astounding but
outrageous that such a thing should
be pcesible, -

Has it come to this that self-respect-
ing men in public offices have to stifie
their consciences at the pidding of the
Nationalist crew, who hate :Britain
and all things imperial? Are they n»>

| longer free to express dissent frcm
those firebrands who talk about shoot-
ing heles in the Union Jack? Is there
no protection for men who stand .up

man,gx_u}y for the flag of their country,
and the. institutions which are the’

glory aof the British people? Must all
office-holders meekly swallow Nation-
alism and .all that it involves or for-
feit me‘h- official ‘lives? Has Canada
cea.sed to be'a Britlsh country?

W edstern exchange uy- the Hinv “Cana.d!an Government would havp

Aus aré 'morally . “Tifeprouchable.”
,Thaf dgpendn on what one thinks ot
polygemy, thuggery, and a few other
eccentricities,

The Manitoba farmer whe grows
rich this year selling his wheat in'the
| *home market” will not have 0 retire
to' the coaat in order to impress the
; world with'hig richness. He can rent
a. tel¢phone from the Roblin Goyern-

1

ment, and thus arouse’the amazement ’

!and envy of his neighbors and of the_
newspaper wcrld  with the  reckless
extravagance of his “disposition and
the incredulous vastness of his wealth,

Mr. Shuster, the Am{xﬂan treasur-
er-general of Persia, will probably g0
dowr to histery as an international
pretext.. A ‘momnth ago Persia = was
given the option of dismissing Mr.
Shuster or of being invaded by Rus-
sia. Now the, Persian Government
has consented to the dismissal of Mr.
Shuster, and still the invasion is pro-
ceeCing. In reality it probably made
littie or no difference whether Shuster
was fired or kept, the invasion was
¢eming anyway,

Settlers from the United States
brought money and property to Can-
ada in the past year valued at $20,-
000,000. Nobody of sound mind sees
a mqnace to the Empire in this inflow
of weslth from the Republic. Our
Conservative. friends claim to be as
anxious as the Liberals that it should
continue and. increase. ' Where then
was the loyalty in refusing the Cana-
dian farmer a chance to sell his pro-
ducts across the line and so bring in
a few millions - more, per year from
the same source?

S¢ far as anncunced yet, Canada's
cor.iritution to the..naval defence of
the Empire is to be a blue flag with
the arms of the ‘Dominion neatly
worked upon it. The. color of the ban-
ner was no doubt adopted as suggesi-
ing the frame.of mind inta whizh
the Imperialistic wing of the Govern-
ment sppporters have been thrown by
viewing the domination of the -nti-
British element and contemplating its
significalice to their party and their
country. But admitting the appropri-
atness of the color of the buntiig,
thes2 is fault to be found with Lhe
design tc be inscribed upon it. The
Dominion coat of arms is a preity
dev ce and looks well enough workead
out in blue and gold upon a stalned
glass window, but as a substitute for
a squadron of powerful cruigsers ind
a flotilla of lively tcepedo boats, t is
not at all the thing. Admitting all
{18 claims to impressiveness, it wiil rot
strike terror into the hearts of cur
encr ies, savé our commerce - from
bein:; plundered and our coasts cites
fromn being shelled. If we must ruly
for protection upcn a_flag, let us at
least inscribe upon it something more
awe-inspiring than. a diminutive lion
and a horned horse-threatening each
other for the possession of an upturn-
ed breast-plate. To'show this emblem
) to an enemy woulds encourage rather
than frighten him.. Knowing some-
thing of the condition of ‘“armed
truce’” which exists' between ‘the Im-
perialist and ' Nationalist - factions,
wha: ¢onclusion could he come  to
but that the device on the flag .indi-
i catel the state of public feeling in
the Dominion, and. gaining courage
from. this confession .c& our internal
diss( nsions,. be induced to attack ra-
ther than to abscond? If our defence
i is to be a device let it be one which
suggests - something unpleasant in
| stors for our foes, and not one which
all toc plainly and painfully depicts
the unhappy state c¢f nascent hostility

| that exists between the admirers of |

Col. Hughes and the supporters of
Mr.. Monk. . There: are plenty of such
emblems available. The Chinese dra-
| gon, for instance, is now out of a job,
‘and by all counts is a more, far more
dréadful and dread-filling object of
icontemplatlon than the Daminion
coatl of arms. Or if the dragon is not
{ a favorite  with the Ministers, there
is the famous serpent women by
the hands of the daughters of
Virginia upon. the . banner which
waved ' above the boys .in grey.
If .there -are - prejudices 'against
the serpent, there is always the Min-
ister of Militia. A battenberg sketch
of our worthy and Honorable Ccionel
rouncing up a bevy of Boers could
not but send shivers down the spine
of any impudent invader. If we must
relvy upon an emblem, let it be one
which carries some unhappy signifi-
cance for the enemy, not one which ad-
vertises the dissention Detween the
riva' factions of our coalition govern-
ment

'

Hon. Mr. Monk, speaking at Mou-
trea) said: “It has been left for tge
“Tory government to perfect the work
“of making a civil service, Poth inside
“and outside, that will be entirely free
“frcu:, patronage.” Mr, Monk’s con-
tribution to the reform is  the dis-
charge of two h.undred employees of
the public works department without
charge or investigation and without
cause other than that they are Lib-
erals and that Tories wanted t.eir
jobs.

The Vancouver Province was a vig-
orous antagonist of the Laurier Gov-
ernment and has been an equally
ardent supporter of the present Ad-
ministration. On the naval question,
however, it shows signs of discontent.
Ir a Trecent issue it said:—"“The
“Dreadnoughts have not rendered
“superfluous the cruisers of other
“types. There will be always work

“for the smaller and faster ships in!

" “time of war in protoq_ting commerce
“and trade routes,  The cruisers of
“the Bristol type ordered by the late
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"‘servéd this’ purpose admirably.”’

The Montreal Stand'ard centributed
l the weight of its influence to “preserve
the traffic of western Canada” to the
“Canadian tradsportation -systems.”
lThe'tramc having been duly ‘‘pre-
served,” the Standard now feels free
to admit that the ‘railways in ques-
{liou aré not “Canadjan systems’ at
all, fut merely the Canadian branches
of “international” systems. The west-
ern .farmer is, therefore, denied the
poor. privilege of thinking that he is
logins money  that “Canadian trans-
pcrtation systems’’ may make it, All
his sacrifice accomplishes is to provide
dividends for the Canadian ends of
“international” systems. Coming when
a large part of the prairie wheat is
piled ‘in the filds, and when the price
is' going into a decline, this surely is
cructing. ' Deprived of the privilege
of selling his wheat in a market that
is #vailable, and where the prices are
higher than at home, the farmor
might take some small satisfactin
from the thought that his loss was
coutributing to the up-building of .
“Canadian transportation systems,”
such at least was the measure of com-
fort held out to him by the Btandard
and its friends when they wanted him
t ovote for his own restriction, = New
they add insult to injury by snatch-
ing away his poor lone chance of con-
solation and tell him baldly that the

& .Thuxsda'quannmy,Ag,mz
w

HUSINESS INPROVES

IN GOLDER WEATHER

Seasonable Temperatures in Western
Canada Produces Seasonable De-
mand for Merchandise—Christmas
Trade in Dominion the Best in
Years, Says Dun’s Report.

New York, Dee. 29—Dispatches to
Dux’s review from branch offices of
R. G. Dun and company in the lead-
ing trade centers of the Dominion of

Canada, state that the volume of the |
]

holiday trade was very large at every
point, but that seasonable quietness
now prevails in numerous wholesale
lines.

Mcntreal reperts that the Christmas
trade was the largest for several
yvears, and that the retailers are still
busy supplying the demand for New
Year's gifts. Although the opsn

weather has been beneficial to build- |

ing and allied trades, the bad condi-
tion of the roads hurts country trade

and retards the demand for season- |

able merchandise. Holiday quiet pre-
vails in wholesale lines.
At Quebec the local wholesale trade

was rathet quiet although a fair num- |
bes of crders for seasonable goods |

were received. Retail business keeps
up well. Prices are fully maintained
anc the results for the year are
thought to be very satisfactory.
Tcronto reports that travelliag

railways in whose interest he is made
to sell in a depreciated market or not ,
sell at all are only the Canadian por-

tions of “international’” systems. ‘The ,
1ailways, in other words, are built for
business purposes and. on business ‘
principles; it is only the farmer who |
is deprived the chance to de business
on a business basis for the benefit of
the Canadian lines cf “international
railway systems. The Standard proves
the internationgl character of the “Ca-

nadian transportation systems” in this

way:—

“The Canadian Pacific Rallway de-
serves to be designated an interna-
tional as well as a transcontinental !
rajlway. It » the eowner, or at least
the controller of 4,768 1% miles of lines
in the United States, viz.:

Miles.
Canadian Pacific Ry. (lines in

Maine) .... ..

Duluth, South Shcre & Atlan-

tie RY.: SO oirds 4
Mineral Range R. R. Co.
Minneapolis, St, Paul & Sault

Ste. Marie Ry. Co 3,769.64 |
Newport, and Richford R R,

Co... etk o BE 00 |

“The Grand Trunk is also a large
operator: in- the neighboring country,
its total 'mileage there being 1,532 |
miles as follows:

233.30

612.03
127.48

Miles.
Atlantic & St. Lawrence R, R.

Cos - % lite's we . 20BER
Central Vermont R\ €, T 411.290
Champtlain & St. Lawrnece 1\

R, Co. 5
Chicago, Detrut & Cand(h Gr.

Hr. Jetn. R. R. Co.

Cincinnati, Saginaw & Macm-

naw R. R. Co.

Detroit, Grand Haven & Mxl-

waukee Ry. Co. = 190.62
Grand Trunk Weslern Ry. C 347.05
Lewiston & Auburn Ry. Co. 5.41
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United States ‘and Canada R

1A RERRRA R T SO 22.18

116.41

POSTMASTER GENERAL'S DENIAL

Declares Railway Mail Clerks Have
Not Been to Ottaw,

Ottawa, Ont.,.Dec. 29.—Hon. L. P.
Pelletier, postmaster general, has!
given out the :ollowing statement:

“Some newspapers have published
an item of news to the effect ‘that
railway mail clerks might take part
in politics as much as they liked, and
that they would not bé dismissed.

‘““The post office department is not
responsible for -this pilece of néws.
Railway clerks are officials of the!
‘government., They are included in
the resolution adopted unanimously in |
1905 by both parties in ‘the House of
Commons, and tHey ‘have no more
right to mingle -in politics than any
other officials of the government.”

The post”office department is also
authority for the statement that no |
deputation of mail clerks from the
T. & N.O. railway came down to Ot-
tawa at all, even if they have not
been seen at the post office depart- |
ment. None of them has been dis-
missed for interference in politics and |
no charges have ‘been made against |
them, and, under the circumstances, |
it- would be difficult to wunderstand |
why they should come down to Ot-
tawa to defend themselves when they
are not accused.

{

DATE FIXED FOR CONGRLSS

Big Event in Lethbridge Will Start on |
October 21st of Next Year. “
Lethbridge, Dec. 29—Monday, OP-[
tober 21, 1912, has been fixed as the
date for he international dry farm-
ing congress to be held here. The
sessions will last one week:. The date
for the congress was fixed today at
a meeting of the executive of the
board of ccmtrol who went into con-
ference with Hon. Duncan Marsnall
minister of agriculture for Alberta,
and George Harcourt, his deputv.
Hon. Mr. Marshall was appointed
honorary president of ‘the executive.
Secretary Burfis brought up the jues-
tion of railway rates for the congress
and they:will be thoroughly gcmne into
later.

Hére .is @ remedy that will cun‘!
your cold. Why waste time and monev |
experimenting when; you  can get a |
preparation that has won a world-|
reputation by its cures of this disease |
and can always be depended upon?|
It is known everywhere as Chamber-
lain's Cough Remedy, and is a medi-:
cine of real - merit. For sale by all

druggists,

! hotel yesterday.

! salesmen are nearly in and will not g0 |
out until the first of the year. Sorting |

up orders are being received in fair
vcelume. Retail trade, however, is _.s-

! pecrally active and the manufacturera |

are very busy.
The Christmas trade at Hamilton is

| reported to have been the largest for |

several years, and while the mild wea-

ther has interfered with the demands |
for some classes of goods, the volume |

of sales generally is very satisfactory.

Wholesale business at London ve-

poris that shipments of spring mer-

chandises are making good prcgress

but that cold weather is needed to

stimulate activity in seasonable lines.
In Western Canada.

In the far west and northwest the |
situstion is still satisfactory and fur- |
ther improvement has appeared with |

the advent of lower temperatures.
Winnipeg reports that more sea-
sonable weather has resulted in a
marked improvement in retail trade,
especially in winter clothing. Re-
ceipt: of grain continue large and
there is-a gocd demand for the high

| grades,

Businesg at Saskatoon shows a large |
; increase over last year and the holiday
| trade is said to have been very good.
Clhristmas trade at Edmonton was |

heavy, the active buying reflecting “he
generally favorable conditions,
G1oss earnings of all Canadian rail-

! roads reported so far for the iirst |

three weeks of December show a gain

of 13.0 per cent.. as compared with |

the earnings 6f the same roads for
the corresponding period a year ago.
Commercial failures in the Dominion
of Canada  this week numbered 29
aga’rst 28 last week and 29 the cor-

i respcnding week last year;

MARVELLOUS GRIFFITH IS DEAD |

| Lightning Caiculator, Who Found mno |
Problem Too Difficult, Has Suc-f

cumbed.

Springfield, Mass., Dec. 29—Arthur |
F. Griffith, of Milford, Ind., a light- |
i ning calculator who has bewildered
| vaudeéville attendants throughout the |
! country for a mumber of years by: nis |
wizardry, was found“
| dead of apoplexy in his bed at a local |
Griffith was known |
as “the marvellous Griffith.” -He was |
31 years old. Within recent years his |
| peculiar powers have been given |

mathematical

many tests by professors of mathe-

matics and psychology at Harvard,
Yale, Chicago, Indiana and North-

| western wuniversities,

Was a Real Wizard.
Indianapolis, Ind., Dec. 29—Arthur

F. Grifith was considered one of |
those mathematical wizards born with |

an inherent attraction for figures.
without pencil cr paper he could raise

a figure to the sixth power in about |

eleven seconds,

As proof of his lightning calcula- |

tion system, on a wager, he once did
the work of fourteen clerks in the
state auditor’s office at Springfield, Ill.,
for three hours.

On three cccasions, twice in Indi-
anapolis, and once ' in Bloomington,
I1l,, he won races with adding ma-
chines.

Any Problem Easy for Him,

Problems that would require hours

of figuring by most persons were |

solved in a few moments by Griffith.

The answer to a problem like this |

wcald be at his tongue’s end:—
“What is the compound interest on
one cent at 6 per cent. from the birth
of Christ to the present date, and how
far would that many silver dollars
reach in the air if placed flat and

'against each other On every square

foot of a clear and level tile floor 25,-
000 miles in circumference?”

Problems such as this were regard-
ed as “light mental exercises” by
Mr. Griffith.

1912 DRY FARMING CONGRESS,
Lethbridge, Dec. 28—At a meeting
of the executive of the local board cf
trade, held in 'the office of the Inter-
national Dry Farming congres, F. W.
Downer was elected chairman of the
board of ccmtrol that will have charge
of the finances, and all of the work
of the big dry farming congress that
will be held here in October next. The
executive committee will consist of J.
W. McNichol, E. A. Cunningham, B.
J. Gocde, A, V. Gibbons, George M
Hatch and Geo. Tinning with an ad-
ditional committee of 25, comprising
the full committee. The purpose Oof
forming the committee is to take aver

| the $30,000 raised for the congress and

to expend the same for that purpose.

More Deaths From Berlin Poisoning.

Berlin, Dec, 30—Eleven deaths have
occurred today from poisoning, bring-
ing the total up to 68 since December
26th, when a large number of the
inmates of -the municipal night shel-
ter, homeless, were suddenly affected.

e

TREATY, ASPECT. OF
- WAR AGAINST TRIPOLI

Mr. W. T. Stead Thinks There is Suffi-
cient ' Precedent for Imterference
by the Powers in the War Betwecn
Italy and Turkey Over African
Province.

Mr, W. T. Stead writes to the Lon-
don press om theé Italo-Turkish

| tion as follows: I find on my

from Constantinople tha

a most ex-

traordinary delusion seems to have

bossession of the public mind. it is

everywhere assumed that if the 1ta-

lian government, With a high h:

| and an outstretched arm, seizes T

| Poli, that there is. nothing to

| done but to acguiesce in  its annexa-

| tion, = Such an assumption is base

| upon a singular forgetfulness. of ex

| ing treaties, and in & cruel sceptici

as'to the courage and ¢apacity

BEdward Grey. if there be such

| thing as continumity in British forei

| policy, although “Italy may overrun

| Tripoli, she will 'not ‘he allowed

| annex it unless she can secure ti

| sanction’ of Etirope for her dism

berment of the Ottoman Em
Permit me to recall two we

| incident in recent history, w

| pear to have escaped the popula

| mory, ‘When the Franco-Germa

| war was raging Russia, with the

ret assent of Germany, intimated th

she no longer- intended to be bou

| by the Black Sea clauses of the T

| of Paris. Lord Granville, t

| eign minister in Mr. Gladstor

| ernment; at ohce declared

| was ‘“an essential principle
| Law of Nations that noné
{ Powers ¢ould liberate itself fr
eéngagement of a treaty or moc
{ stipulations thereof unless w
¢onsent of the contraclin; p

means of an amicable unferstandi
| Russia protested and ‘bluffed,”
| Lord Granville stood firm. Bri
| did not object to a modification f
{ the eclauses in question, but she abso-
| lutely refused to allow them to 1
| modified without the consent of ]

the signatories of the treaty. After

some siiff passages Russia gave
and consented to submit her cla
to a conference of the Powers, whic
| met in London in 1871. The

act of that conference was to sign t

following protocol,, which is still
{ force, and which on the face of it i
| absolutely fatal to the pretensions of
Italy to annex Tripoli off her own bat,
without saying even ‘‘by your leave”
to the other powers.

“The plenipotentiaries of North
Germany, of Austria-ifungary, of
| Great Britain, of Italy, of Russia, and
of Turkey assembled today in confer-
ence, recognize that it is an essential
| principle of the law 'of nations that
| no power can liberate itself frem the
| engagements of «a treaty, ner modify
the stipulations thereof, unless with
the consent of the Ccontracting powers
by meang of an'’ amici&ble :arrange-
! ment.”
| This was signed pn March 13 . Iy

the Chevalier Ch, Cadora on beball
[ of Italy:; the  other pleipotentiar es
| were: Count de Bernstorff, Count Ap-
| ponyi,, Earl Granville,  Baron .. Ge
Brunnow and Musurus Pasha.

Seven years passed and the Rus ian
government,: agting: as:the :dnformal
mandatory of the. powers, compel.ed
the Durkish, gevernment, after a long
and exhausting ‘war, to . sign. the
Treaty of NSan. Stefano, which modi-
fled .very considerably the nleperd-
| ence and integrity .of ihe, Qttoman
Empire. The - Conservatives we.e
then in poWwet, but Loird. Salisbur:
was as. firmy;as “‘Lord Granviile .n
vindicating the right of Europre to
have the last word in ahy propcsed
changes in the status quo. Be it
noted that the British government
not wait until the treaty was
| before asserting its determination
| insist upon tie rights of the ot!
| Powers to control, or, if necessar
l annul any provision of \\".mf‘n the
|
[

{

did not approve, In the
circular of April 1, Lord
said:

“On January 14, in view of
reports which had = reached
Majesty’s government as to
negotiations for peace which were
! about to be opened between the Rus-
‘ sian government and the Porte, #nd
[ in order to avoid any possible mis-
| conception, Her Majesty’s government
j instructed Lord A. Loftus to state to
| Prince Gortschakoff that in the opin-

ion of Her Majesty's government, any

treaty concluded between the govern-
| ment of Russia and, the Porte affect-

ing the treatiés .of 1856 'and 1\71

must be a European treaty mnd would
| not be valid without the asser f th
Powers, who were parties to
treaties.!

After.citing the Trotocol of 1871 al-
ready quoted :‘Lorad Salisbury declar-
1-ed:

“It is impossible for Her Majesty’s

‘ gorernment, _without violating the
spirit of this declaration, to acquiesce
in the withdrawal from. the. cogniz-
ance of the powers of articles in the

| new treaty which are modifications of
| existing treaty engagements, and in-
| consistent with them.”

Now, if this be -the --established
principle of British: .foreign policy,
when two of the' seven® signatories

| have agreed to'a new treaty modify-
ing the treaty of 1858, a fortiori it
must be applied "to' & modification of
the status quorto: which only one
signatory agrees, ang #gainst which
the power most <concerned is ve-
hemently protesting.

Under these circumstances it would
tend to clear the air and remind all
concerned how  matters really stand
if Sir Edward Grey, followine the pre-
cedents set by Lord Granville and
Lord Salisbury, weére to inform Y
Italian government that any modifi
cations of the statug quo in Tripol
which it may attempt to impose will
have no *“validity unless they
made the subject of a formal
ment among the parties to the Treat
of Paris.”

|
|
|

British Cruiser to Preserve Orvder.

| _Malta, Dec, 29—The British cruiser

Suffolk has been ordered to proce
from here to Egyptian waters to pre-
serve nentrality of Egynt durir-
Turkish-Italian war. It is probatle
,other cruisers . will be  sent to Egyut
fer the same purpose.

- b
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