
T THE DYING GASP 
OF THE GERMANS 

IS AT VERDUNE
American Military Critic 

Claims French Gradu­
ally Winning.

FIGHTINGG THERE
IS TERRIBLE.

FORMALLY OPENEDFrench Made Further Gains 
Within Fort Dou- 

aumont.1Russian Menace 
From the North­
east Has Made the 
Enemy DrawBack 
to That Vicinity— 
Turk Rearguard 
Maybe Cut Off.

COURIER’S DAILY CARTOON |

By Special Wire t&- tbe Courier.
Paris, May 23.—Fighting continued 

with extreme violence on both banks 
of the Meuse, along the Verdun front, 
during the whole night. Two German 
counter attacks on French positions 
on Hill 304 failed completely, the war 
office announced this afternoon.

The French made further gains 
within Fort Douamont. The Germans 
now hold only a small angle in the 
northeastern comer of the fort.

The battle around Hill 304 was es­
pecially severe. In attacking French 
positions on the west side of the hill 
the Germans used liquid gas, the offi­
cial statement says, and penetrated 
one of the French trenches, but were 
dislodged at once. On the east side of 
the hill the Germans attacked in mass 
after intense artillery preparation, but 
were not permitted to reach the 
French lines.

The principal fighting east of the 
Meuse was in the sector between 
Thiaumonot and Douaumont. 
Germans attacked in mass formation, 
and are said to have suffered enorm­
ous losses. They succeeded in 
cupyin„ one of the trenches north rf 
Thiaumont farm, which had been cap­
tured by the French.

Despite Inclement Weather There Was 
a Large Attendance—Mr J. H. Fisher 
M. P. and the Residents Came in For 
Many Congratulations — Very Hand­
some and Most Complete in Every 
Detail.
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Soldiers Take Communion in 

a Dug-out in Midst of 
Bombardment

v!
.4*£

3 1
3 5

lHEji? .* By Special Wire to the Courier.
New York, May 23.—The Paris 

correspondent of The Tribune cables 
.the following :

“I talked this morning with one 
of the American military observers 
in France who had just returned from 
the front, where he witnessed the 
German attacks on Verdun on Satur­
day and Sunday.

“What do you think the attack 
means?” I asked,

"It looks toatie like the dying gasp," 
he replied. .T - -

“But haven't there been a good 
manyji of these ‘dying gasps?’ ” I said.

“Yes,” he answered, “They began 
several weeks ago, and since they 
began the French, who until that 
time had acted purely on the defen­
sive, have .been gradually talcing the
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French as well as front the Germans.

HAVE TO ATTACK.
“This puts the Germans in the 

position where they have to attack.
They are now in the position of the 
man who was wrestling with the 
bear. The man was ready to quit, 
but the bear wouldn’t. The Germans 
have either got to attack at Verdun 
or submit to attacks by the French, 
while the French hold the dominating 
positions.

“This seems the veritable dying 
gasp by the Germans before Verdun, 
but it is a terrible convulsion. The 
fighting there is terrific and marvel­
lous. I have seen things which 
would seem only possible in fiction.

LIKE A GOLD MINE.
“Yesterday morning we went down 

to examine a mine. The French had 
dug a long gallery out from their 
fi ont trenches and had mined the 
ground for 500 yards along their 
front. It was exactly like going 
through the tunnels, crosscuts and 
drifts in a gold mine in the Rockies.
But at the entrance to the main tun­
nel the regimental chaplain had per­
suaded the colonel to let the huge 
chamber be excavated thirty feet un­
derground, and the chaplain had fit­
ted it up as a chapel.

A RELIGIOUS SERVICE.
"There in that underground chapel 

ir. the front line trenches, at 10 
o’clock on Sunday morning, while 
cannon booming overhead in a ter­
rific bombardment told of a prepar­
ing for a German assault, we, with 

French soldiers listened to the 
mass, the colonel taking part. We 
saw soldiers going to the altar and 
receiving communion, while two of 
their comrades sat in a little cham­
ber, hollowed in one side of the cha­
pel, with their fingers on electric 
buttons ready to explode mines if 
tbe signal came that the attacking 
Germans had reached the mine field.”
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By Special Wire to the Courier.

London, May 23.— (New York 
Times)—The Daily Chronicle says:

“The Turkish army has begun its 
retreat toward Bagdad. Evidently or­
ders have been given to concentrate 
in that locality in view of the new 
Russian menace from the northeast. 
The Turkish base in Mesopotamia, is 
at Mosul, -which is now the railhead, 
and it is clearly a good strategic pol­
icy on the part of the enemy to short­
en his long and exposed line of com­
munication along the Tigris to Kut- 
el-Amara.

“At Bagdad the Turks would be in 
a position to meet the British and 
Russian thrusts at their point of con­
vergence, an obvious • advantage, but 
from Kut to Bagdad is a distance of 
100 miles. The river is the real high­
way, but that, the Turks can hardly 

<ir<wi>etp. river steamfera amf
bare£3s. Their only practicable road 
is that along the north bank of the 
river. If the’enemy succeeds in with­
drawing several, divisions without 
heavy losses he will be singularly for­
tunate. Forced marches will have to 
be made if he is to escape our pursuit, 
which the possession of river trans­
port line will enormously facilitate. 
The extricating of the Turkish rear­
guard, which must be fairly strong, 
will be especially difficult.”
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Monday was about the most juicy 
day of an exceedingly damp season, 
yet that fact did not prevent a large 
attendance at the formal opening of 
Burford’s new public building, 
ed for that village by Mr. J. H. 
Fisher, the popular North Brant 
member.

The committee having the most 
successful affair in hand were Messrs 
D. G. Hanmer, W. Creighton and 
W. B. Messecar, Villag Trustees, 
and George Armstrong, C. F. Saun­
ders, F. Miles, Dr. Johnston, E. A. 
Burge»» and Qeo. Aulseybrook.

“Col.” D. ti. Hanmer occupied the 
chair in a most happy manner, and a 

Ifeature was thé attendance of the 
school chfferetl tifffÿtilg flags. TKfcÿ 
marched into the building, and under 
the leadership of their teacher, Miss 
Good, rendered “Tipperary” in good 

V voice and tone.

said they were to be congratulated on 
their new building. They certainly 
seemed to know how to work things 
for in Hon. Mr. Paterson'» time they 
had also b .-en . given a fine new 
ory. The thought most uppermost in 
their minds was, of course, the big 
war, and it was well to remember that 
they could not be there that afternoon 
opening, without disturbance, th»t 
new building, were it not that they 
lived under the Union Jack, end meet 
of all because of the existence of we 
British navy.

%’/>

arm­
ateur-

t
The

re-oc-

Vti
l

COL. HANMER 
said he had made d|M 
to where the first poe 
located hv tins 
that he could wether, 1 
finitely, was that it ti
way between Itirfdid _____
a farm occupied by a men named 
Whitehead. When he Wâs a boy, the

M, Hanmer said he supposed h.l’% SSaït-M

haa been asked to preside because he enable the farmers, buM- through the 
father°°kH» “then h” % °» ‘“I™ I week> to K«t their letter». For himself,

—________ =“ ■ «=» -h,=b hfisrsrs ;; 52, ss

Wants to Get Down to Facts SJ#
Rogers, apprising him of the opening. In “the*‘fimpli^a ' drattUtiro ofbSth 

MR. HALL, Conservatives and LlMntis had wait-
clerk of the work, handed the keys of ed on Mr. J. H. Fisher in Paris, with 
the building to Col. Ross, chief post of- the request that the needs of the place 
fice inspector,and in doing so said that >n the respect named be properly riiet. 
he could vouch for it that the work- They had left that Interview convinc- 
manship was of the best. He con- ed that Mr. Filher would be able to 
gratulated the residents upon the fact Set the authorities to act, and so. it 
that Mr. J. H. Fisher had been able had proved. Itowas to him the people 
to Secure for them such a fine struc- owed the thanks, 
ture.
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IN INTERVIEW/-

finn *» Thtmu llnutmnt. THE CHUflCH MILITANT.
TOMMY fHi hoarse stage whisper) 1 “ HI, monkey .brand I Right 

•bout turn I My pal’s given you « art-crown In mistake 
tor a #noy - __ -PASSING SHOW, and Discuss 

Peace.HUN CASUALTY 
LISTS FAULTY

ASQUITH MOVES 
ELEVENTH VOTE 

OF WAR FUNDS

Has Returned
By Special Wire to the Courier.

New York, May 83.—A special cable 
to The World from Staff Correspond­
ent, Karl H. Von Wiegand at Berlin, 
under yesterday’s date, contains the 
following statements, as given in an 
interview by Chancellor Von Beth- 
mann-Hollweg:

“I have twice publicly stated that 
Germany has been, and is, prepared to 
discuss the termination of the war 
upon a basis that offers guaranty ag­
ainst further attack from the coalition 
of her enemies and insures peace to 
Europe.

“Only when statesmen of the warr­
ing nations come down to a basis of 
the real facts; when they take the 
war situation as every war map shows _ _ .
it to be ; when with honest,sincere will | Dominion Cabinet, was kept busy at 
they are prepared to terminate this t*1® caP'*a during these serious 
terrible bloodshed and are prepared tImes- I accept .these keys in his 
to discuss war and peace problems mime, and can assure you that if any- 
with one another in a practical man- thmg further is required to make the 
ner—only then will be nearing peace. ?"lae complete, it will be forthcom-

“I fear we will not come nearer to mK- 
the peace desired by all peoples as | 
long as the responsible statesmen of 
the Entente powers indulge in and 
confine themselves to observations 
about Prussian militarism, and to pa­
thetic declamations about their own 
superiority and perfection.

“Did the democratic constitution of 
England hinder English statesmen 
from making secret arrangements in 
the agreements with Russia and 
France which were one of the essen­
tial causes of this war?

“General press polemics and public 
speeches wUl only tend stil more to 
intensify the hatred among- peoples.
That is not the way that leads to ideal 
conditions of Sir Edward Grey, when 
free peoples and nations with equality 
of rights and privileges will limit their 
armaments and solve their differences 
and disputes through arbitration's 
decisions instead of war.”

The Prince of Wales in France 
Again After a visit to 

Egypt.
By Special Wire to the Courier.

London, May 23.—(New York Sun 
cable)—The Prince of Wales has re­
turned from Egypt to the British 
fighting line in the west. He recent­
ly visited the Italian front.

Further Deposits.
By Special Wire to the Courier.

New York, May 23.—Additional gold 
from Canada, amounting to $2,000,000, 
was deposited by J. P. Morgan & Co. 
at the assay office to-day, making a 
total for the present movement of 
about $14,500,000. These imports rep­
resent shipments made by the Cana­
dian branch of the Bank of England 
for account of purchases by the Brit­
ish Government in this country.

Britain Satisfied That They 
Are Much in 

Arrears.

MR. FISHER,
COL. ROSS J who was heartily applauded, said the

in accepting the keys, said that he | building was theirs. Ht was more 
could sincerely state that the building I than pleased to See SO many patriotic 
was one of the best of the size he had boys and girl» present, and also so 
ever seep, and that all of the equip- many adults. Oft hie way through the 
ment and paraphernalia, although not rain and over the roads deep in mud. 
extravagant, was most satisfactory in he had thought that perhaps the 
every way. He was there to represent meeting would const# of fifteen or 
the Postmaster-General, who, in com- twenty red hot Tories, yet here was a 
mon with the other members of the crowd to be proUd et, formed of aU

classes and political beliefs. Mr. Da­
vidson had said that the people of 
Burford knew how to get things, and 
perhaps that was because they voted 
right. At any rate, all other consid­
erations aside, they had simply gained 
a recognition which thejf deserved. 
He was pleased to know that they had

(Continued on Pag» 3)

The Grand Total of Money 
Voted Almost Beyond 

Calculation.

vBy Special Wire to the Courier.
British Headquarters ,in France, 

May 23—Confirmation of reports that 
the German casualty lists are so far 
in arrears that their total, as issued 
from time to time, is in nowise repre­
sentative, is declared now to have 
been supplied. It is now known that 
the names of Germans taken prisoners 
and left dead in the trenches at the 
battle of Loos in September last have 
only just been published as among the 
German missing.

Ily Special Wire to the Courier.

London, May 23.—In moving the 
vote of credit for £300,000,000, as had 
been forecast' in the House of Com­
mons to-day, Premier Asquith com­
mented that this was the eleventh vote 
since the beginning of the war and 
the second for the current financial 

The total granted this year, he

war

MR. DAVIDSON,
the local member for North Brant,

200

»year.
added, was therefeore £600,000,000, 
making a grand total of £2,382,000,000.

In proposing the vote of credit, Pre­
mier Asquith laid before the House of 
Commons an account in some detail

Mexican Schooner Lenora 
Captured by British Cruiser 

Now in Harbor at Victoria

1 t A*- f “

AS IF IT WAS NOW SI 
BY THE ITALIAN RESISTANCE

of the government’s recent financial 
operations. He took up the period 
between April 1st and May 20th, stat­
ing that the actual outlay during those 
fifty days was £241,000,000.

Expenditures for the army, navy 
and for munitions in that time ac­
counted for £149,000,000; loans to al­
lies and dominions, for £74,500000, 
and outlay for food supplies, railways 
and miscellaneous items £17,500,000.

Eliminating the payments to the 
Bank of England in respect of ad­
vances abroad, for which allowances 
had been made in previous votes, the 
daily average expenditure had been 
reduced to £4,600,000. There had 
been no increase but a slight decrease 
in expenditures for the fighting forces. 
The total outlay was somewhat larger 
mainly on account of loans to allies 
and dominions.

The average expenditure for the

First Prize of the War to be 
Brought Into B. C. 

Port.OF CROP EE
Huge Guns of the Enemy Seem to Split 

thé Alpine Peaks by Their Detona­
tions—Bombardment is Kept up Night 
and Day.

Reports That Conditions in 
Russia Are Very 

Bad.

By Special Wire to the Courier.

Seattle, Wash, May 23—The Mexi- 
auxiliary schooner Lenora which 
captured by a British cruiser off 

Lower California, May 3 to-day is 
lying in Esquimalt harbor at Vic­
toria, B.C., awaiting prize court pro­
ceedings. The schooner, which is the 
first prize brought into Victoria since 
the outbreak of the war arrived Sun­
day in charge of a prize crew. The 
Lenora was under charter to German 
interests in Mexico at the time of her 
capture. The captain and purser, 
both Mexicans, are the only members 
of the original crew detained aboard 
the Lenora, the others having been 
put ashore at Mazatlan. It is said 
the schooner belongs to the Mexi­
can Lloyd company, of which Captain 
Fred Jebson, who owned the steamer 
Mazaltlan, since captured and taken 
as a prize to Port Stanley, Falkland 
Islands, was the principal owner.

can
wasIndictments Returned.

By Special Wire to the Courier.
New York, May 23.—The first in­

dictments resulting from the tapping 
of telephone wires in this city were 
returned by the King’s county grand 
jury to-day. John A. Kingsbury, city 
commissioner of charities, and Wmi 
H. Hotchkiss, were men named in the 
indictments. _ _________

Must Have Passports.
By Special Wire to the Courier.

Basse-Terre, Guadeloupe, May 23— 
A decree has been promulgated stipu­
lating that all foreigners who enter 
this port must have passports bearing 
their photographs and vised by 
French consuls at the points of de­
parture

This Time President Wilson
«y Spec lui Wire to the Courier.

Berlin, May 23 —(By wireless to 
Sayville)—A crop disaster in Russia is 
reported in advices received from 
Stockholm by the Overseas News 
Agency. It is said all the winter 
crops of the northern and middle gov­
ernments of Russia have been de­
stroyed by a severe frost.

In the Volga district and in the gov­
ernments of Kazan and Samara, in 
Southern Russia, where the crops 

well advanced, owing to the 
early spring, they are said to have 
been frozen. The Russian govern­
ment, according to this report, is de­
liberating whether to have the ground 
immediately ploughed up and re-

is Protesting to Great 
Britain. ri]

By Special wire to the Courier. their further advance seems impos-
Rome, May 22.—Via Paris, May sible in view of the positions which 

25—The Austrians have transferred to the Italians hold tenaciously, 
the Italian front a number of 381 and Coni Zugaua, a peak 6,000 feet 
420 millimetre guns. The latter can- ,Hgh, which dominates Rovereto and 
non have been taken from the bat- tbe Lagarina and Arza valleys, is 
tleships which have been bottled up strongly held by the Italians. On the 
in the harbor of Pola since the be- high plateau of Arsiero the Austrians 
ginning of the war. occupy only the peak of Spitz Tone-

The detonations of these enormous zz? 5,000 feet high. All the other rminimpn twai
cannon seem to actually split the Al- surrounding high mountains are in CO ... j Mfc'tt’rts ira ss r-F-l-rSHiEbombardment which is going on day is apparently now against the Asigo | day from China, where he concluded 
and night and the reckless expendi-, plateau, to the east of Arsiero, where negotiations for the sale of 7,500,000 
ture of ammunition by the Austrians1 desperate fighting is going on, 6dver pesos to the Indian Govt,

By Special Wire to the Courier.

Washington. May 23.—President 
Wilson sent to the state department 
to-day the completed draft Of the new 
note to Great Britain protesting 
against interference with American 
mails. It was not laid before the cab­
inet, but its general terms were ex­
plained. The note will be cabled to 
London immediately, and it is under­
stood that a duplicate Will go to the 
French Government

(Continued on Page 2) .were
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Turks are Withdrawing All Troops to Bagdad 
Austrians Continue Their Drive Against Italy 

German Chancellor Talks on Peace Situation
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HEATRE
OF FEATURES

oliday Attractions
Theodore Roberts
In the Great Photo Play

PUDDIN'-HEAD WILSON. 
—

12th Episode, “The Red 
Circle.

Matinee Prices for the Hoi. 
iday the Same as 

Evening.

FRIDAY EVE. 
MAY 26th

DRT Preae
ears” Chas. Darnton, N.Y. World

II II I II
I

Œ ,i

llossom, Staged by F. G. Latham 
>f Superior Excellence 
>r Herbert Orchestra 
>w selling at Boles’ Drug Store
5c - $1.00 - $1.50 . $2.00
AH TO TABIS.

3 =

MONDAY, MAY 29th
!ght at 2.30 and 8.13.

and his BAND
ic in Brantford
le at Bole* Drug Store

ic, 75c and $1.00
'aris After Performance.

Theatre
10c:W MANAGEMENT

NTD TUESDAY

“LANDON’S LEGACY”
AND THURSDAY
imic) ; “Almost a Widow/1 “Patriot 
Wilful Way.”

DSATURDAY
falley of Hate"; "Father and Mabel 
lie); "Love and Artillery.”

ID-MADE GOODS!
and Talk for Articles _ 
rd Factories by Brant- | 
-Your Neighbors and I 
Who Arc Helping to I 
ird. Keep Yourself Fa- ll 
Following:

' Equipment 
Management

r Job Dept.
Class Printing Promptly

i The flood control bill, authorizing 
'i the expenditure of $45.000,000 within 
l five years for raising the levees of the 
z lower Mississippi and $5,600,000 for 

nf the Sacramentoj improvement

L-J

" ■ * '
- X

Your Dealer Can Supply You 
With

BLUE LAKE BRAND 
PORTLAND CEMENT 

Manufactured by 
ONTARIO PORTLAND 

CEMENT COMPANY, Ltd. 
Head Office - Brantford
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