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THE ALIEN
LABOR LAW

Evidence for the Prosecu=-
tion in the Geiser
Trial.

Further Hearing of the

Case in Court on

Friday.

All day Thursday was taken up at
the police court with the hearing of the
charge against Albert Geiser of contra-
vening the Alien Labor law in the alleged
contracting with. - one Neil Stevenson o
come from, Baker City, Oregon, to work
in ome of the Le Roi properties. Court
resumed the hearing at 10:30 a. m. and
sat until 5 o’clock, with a brief interval
for lunch. The hearing was not concluded,
and will be teken up again this. moraing
at 10:30 o’clock.

The first witness called yesterday
morning was John A. Kellog, attorney
and counsel-at-law in Northport. Mr.
Kellog was called to give evidence as to
the Alien Labor law as it exists in the
United States. The Canadian law only
applies as against the importation of
persons coming from & country = which
discriminates against Canadians by acts

_of a similar nature, hence the necessity

of establishing the existence of Alien

. labor legislation in the Republic to the

south. A copy of the statutes relating
to the matter up to 1891 was put in as
evidence, and Mr, Kellog swore that the
law was still in force.

Mr. Bernard MacDonald was called
for the prosecution and was on the wit-
ness stand for a short time. Mr. Mac-
Donald evinced a disposition to answer
all questions pufi to him promptly and
fully, and was not delayed long. After
replying to the formal queestions relating
to his conmection with the Rossland
Great Western properties, Mr. MacDon-
ald in reply to a question stated that
Mr. Geiser had a contract for thiz per-
formance of certain work at the Le Roi
No. 2 mine. The document was produced
in court and filed as an exhibit. There
was also a vierbal agreement in existence
relating to the loading of ore from the
No. 2. dump at the Le Roi mine for ship-
ment to the Trail smelter, but beyond
this there niever had been nor was there’
at the_ present time any agreement ‘as
to work in the Le Roi mine. Mr, Geiser
had alrkeady commenced work under both
contracts. Mr. MacDonald could not
say how many men were employed, or
where the men had come from that were
at work. Asked if he was awaie that Mr.
Geiser .had brought in men from the
United States, Mr. MacDonald stated
that he was not cognizant of anything
of the kind, remarking ‘that it would,
however, be perfectly natural that the
majority of the miners now at  work
should have come from the United
States, a census of the men employed
having shown a flew months ago 60 per
cent of the employes were Americans,
and particularly because of the-fact that
of the 1000 men or more formerly Pm-
ployed in the mines the majority had
gone south to look for -work and it was
only to be expected that theds would re-
turn when the mines reopened. He had
seen liters from former employes now in
the United States who asked for infor-
mation regarding the resumption with a
view to assuming theif old positions.

Elmer Treet, another man who claim-
ed to have had a _cantract with Mr.
Geiser to work in the Le Roi mine, was
called for the prosecution. He deposed
that he had worked for two years as a
hoisting engineer and had been engagled
to Tun the Le Roi hoist here. When
cross-examined witness stated that he
had not worked or offered to work for
Mr. Geiser in Rossland, and did not
propose to. At Northporti he had been
offered a job in the smelter or quarry,
but did not take the offer. He was told
at Northport that there was trouble at

to satisfy his own

dent! of the Rossland Miners’ Union and
the complainant in the case before the
court. In reply to the formal questions
witness stated that he had seen Judge
Forin sign the consent for summary pro-
ceedings before the polidce magistrate
and that the mining “industry was
neither new mnor was there any lack of
ekilled men to conduct the work in this
camp. MacDonald was closely cross-ex-
amined as to his motive in bringing the
action against’ Mr. Geiser. He solemnly
avowed that he Lelieved the law of the
country was. being broken, and that it
was his duty to take action looking to
the preservation of the law under which
hie lived. He admitted that the Rossland
Miners’ Union would in all probability
pay Stevenson’s board while the latter
was in the city, and that the same
course would be followed in regard to
Trelet. MacDonald swore that he was a
native of New York state and was not
a British subject. He had worked in this
camp from time to time for four years
and had never been intlerfered with in
coming or going. The last ‘work he had
done on Red mountain was in one of
the properties under Mr. Bernard Mac-
donald’s management, but for some weeks
prior to the commencement of the strike
he had mot been working in any of the
mines.

The adjournment for lunch was then
taken, court resuming at 2 o’clock. The
case for the prosecution having been con-
cluded, Hom:.
a dismissal of the action on a number of
objections. Briefly, the objections taken
by coumsel for the defence were that the
summons did not contain the word
“kmowingly,” as provided in the section
under which the action was taken, and

issi Second, that

complainant.

been produced as evidence that any
contract had been entered into with the
complainant prior to his becoming-a resi-

T. Mayne Daly moved for protest

dent of the country, nor was it shown
that Stevenson had become a resident of
Rossland, as required to meet the word-
ing of the statute. On the contrary it
was shown by witness’ own statement
that he intended leaving the city at the
earliest. possible moment and had no in-
tention of becoming a resident. As to
the evidence submitted by the complain-
ant| Stevenson and his witnesses, coun-
el for the defence stated that nothing
had been adduced to show that defendant
had knowingly solicited or contracted to
have complainant emigrate to Canada. or
had entered into any agreement, pXpress
or implied. Stevenson had declared in
his own evidence that he had come into
Canada of his own accord, and surely
in view of this fact there could be mo
contention that the Alien Labor law ap-
plied to his case, or that the Afttorny-
General could have reason to deport the
man. The conversation alleged to haye
taken place at Baker City, when Steven-
son said: “What show is there to go?’
and defendant replied: “All right,” was
assuredly no contract, admitting that the
conversation took place. After further
consideration of the evidence ome could
not help being struck by the singular
fact that if Stevenson and Treet had been
engaged on a contract they had made no
effort to go to work, in fact the-testimony
was kxactly to the contrary, inasmuch as
both men declared they had done nothing
im the divection of going to work. On the
other hand it was demonstrated out -of
Stevenson’s own moush that he had
thrown the whole matter up at North-
port, in a foreign country. Even suppos-
ing a contract existed prior to this stage,
which of course was not admitted, it was
abrogated by Stevenson at Northport,
and he did not believe it would be con-
tended thet the act intended to impose
any penalty’in a case of this description.
When complainantl swore that he ‘came
into Canada of his own accord. could it
reasonably be contended that defendant
was guilty of a contravention of the law?
Finally, said Mr, Daly, thiere was the
e:ftraordimary anomaly of an alien, and
vice-president of an alien organization,
laying an information against another
alien. Things had certainly come to a
prety pass when the statutes of Canada
had to be enforced in this manner.

Mr, MacNeill, counsel for the prose-
cution, answered the objections raised
by the defence at| some Yength, One point
he maintained that an offence under the
Alien Labor law was complete th2 mo-
ment a contract was made in a foreign
country for an alien to come to Canada
to work.

Judge Boultbee requested Mr. Mac-
Nbill to give an opinion on the supposi-
tious case of an employer contracting
with a man to work in Rossland, giving
the man $50 and having the man go to
California instead of coming to Rossland
as contracted. Would this render the
man at this end of the line liable to
prosecution under the Alien Labor law?
Mr., MacNeill expressed the opinion
that the fact ‘of thie man going to Cali-
fornia instead of going to Rossland
would not affect the employer’s liabilitly
beyond, possibly, mitigating the punish-
ment to be meted out by the court.

The defence was then commenced, His
Honor reserving the decision-on the ob-
jections taken. Mr. Albert Geiser was
the first witness called, and he remained
on the stand for the balance of the after-
noon. Mr. Geiser’s side of the story was
very much opposied. to  the testimony
given by Stevenson. Briefly, witness
stated that he had known Stevenson in
Baker City, but denied that bz had ever
offered complainant a position in Ross-
land. Witness had a contract for grad-
ing and tunneling in the lime quarry at
Northport, and all arrangements for
men in Baker City had been with a view
to getting a crew for these enterprises.
1t was generally ‘known that he had the
contiract for bieaking down ore in the Le
Roi No. 2 mine, and many men asked in-
formation about work in’ this country,
but all that were hired were taken on
the express understanding that thiey
were to go to work in Northport. When
Stevenson said witness told him to hit a
man.at the Northport station, it was a
lie.

Cross-examined by Mr. MacNeill, wit-
ness stated that about 40 men were now
ab work in the mines here, In reply to a
‘query _witness stated that a time book
was kept at the mine, and the prosecu-
tion demanded that ¥t be produced.

FRIDAY’S SECTION.

Several interesting fadts 'were elicitied
the charges in Albert  Geiser of
the charges against Albert Geiser for
contravening the Alien 1abor law. One
of the most prominent of these related
to the wage scale in other camips. Evi-
dence was adduced to the. effect. that
miners receive in the mines about Baker
City, Ore., $ per diem for a ten-hour
day, while shovellers, carmen and other
laborers are rewarded with the munifi-
cent sum of $225 for ten hours’ work,
though in some cases the samk labor
was paid as high as $2.75 for ten hours’
work. This statement is the sworn evi-
dence of Clifford Bowen, Mr. Geiser’s
foreman at 'the Josie mine, who deposed
that prior to his accepting 2 position at
Northport with Mr. Geiser he had work-
ed near Baker City as a miner for $3 per
day of ten hours, and that this was the
prevailing scale in the district. Counsel
for the defence was careful to have the
entire facts in this eonnection set fortth
while Mr. Bowen was under oath.

The entire day was taken up with the
hearing of charges against Mr. Geiser.
One of the cases was concluded at noon
and a second commenced after luneh.
In the case concluded the court reserv:
judgment for a week.

On resuming yesterday morning the
first maltter taken up was in connedtion
with the summons of the prosecution for
the production of Mr, Geiser’s time book
of the men employed in the mines. Mr.
Daly, for the defence, reiterated his ob-
jection to defendant’s being compelled to
produce the document in question, o
such good effect that the court ruled im
his favor. Counsel’ for the prosecution
ted against the muling, but Judge
Boultbee held that while he i | ‘he
was empowered . under the adt to order
the time book to be brought into court,
he ‘did not believe.such an order would
be equity. The point was thus disposed
of, and the ruling held throughout 1
case, although the production of the tume
book was requested at, Jeast .once more.

. He . was

od | Honor Judge Boultbee Saturday.

t the |j

down of ore and grading in the smelter
grounds for & converter site and for
roast heaps.

Qlifford Bowen, who has aiready been

the defence, Mr. Bowen gave his evi-
dence in a most straightforward manner.
He stated that he had been a 1

miner since 1894, and had worked aboufti
Baker City as a, miner under the condi-
tions already described. He had come
to Rossland two weeks ago and was now
foreman at thie Josie mine at a galary
of. 85 per day. The engagement was
made in Rossland by Mr: Geiser, no con-
tract having been made elsewheil as to

City witness was employed tio gather mkn
to go to work in Northport, and had no
instruetions as to hiring men for other
places. He engaged the informant, Ste-
venson, at Baker City for the Noulthport
work, and stated that after

drunken stiff. Tm no good to my famil
here or anywhere and can do as much for
them in Northport as anywhere.” Wit-
ness reiterated that he did no hire Ste-
venson or Treat.to come to Rossland.
When witness came to Northport he
found there was no work for ‘him there,
and having fulfilled his mission of bring-
ing the Baker City detachment to the
pointl where they were to go to work he
was a iree agent and had come on to
Rossland. Here he met Mr. Geiser and
secured the position he was now filling.
At one point in his evidence Bowen
was asked how many miners were work-
ing in the mines here. He replied that
there were three men actually doing
minkrs’ work at the present kime, but
that there were a of others in
the crew who stated they were miners,
but who had nop yet been put to work
aft! mining.

The case for the defence being con-
cluded, Judge Boultbee announced that
a decision would be handed down &
week hence.

After the recess/ for luncheon, court
resumed to hear thé charge against Mr.
Geiser of violating the Alien Labor act
by encouraging the importation of one
James H. Andrew. The man in the
case proved to be a young fellow of 18
years~of age. His story was that he
went to Mr. Geiser's Baker City office
and asked for work as a carpenter.
Later he returned and said he did not
care to take work as a carpenter, but
would like a job as a carman. The re-
quest was acceded to. When he left
Baker City with the others he hadn’t
a cent, but was bought a meal en route
to Spokane and at the latter point was
given a dollar to buy food. On reaching
Northport Andrew went with the other
men to the “bull-pen,” as he describes
the smelter boarding house, and had
lunch there. Later in the same day he
had dinner there. After the evening
meal he came down town, fell in with a
party of the striking smeltermen and
“had a good time with the boys.” He
did not return to the boarding house
that night or at all, spending a part of
the night at one of the down-town
saloons and leaving mext day for Ross-
land. He had no money, but was given
a ticket for Rossland by Neil Stevenson,
whom he had told that he would like to
come to Rossland. Witnesa was asked
why he did not go to work in North-
port, and said it was because of the
strike. Asked if he did not know of
the trouble in Rossland, he replied in
the affirmative, but remarked that he
came up here because he desired to
know the real facts of the case.

Mr. Bernard MacDonald was called
again to give evidence similar to that
submitted in the preceding case. The
contract with Mr. Geiser in regard to
the work on the Le Roi No. 2 property
was put in as an exhibit. in this case,
and the evidence submitted was prac-
tically the same 'so far - as Mr. Mac-
Donald was concerned.

W. L. MacDonald, vice-president of
the Miners’ union, was also recalled and
reiterated his testimony as to securing
the order for the summary hearing from
His Honor Judge Forin. _Cross-examin-
ed, witness admitted that the Miners’
union was paying the expenses of An-
drews while the latter was in the city,
and that the union had guaranteed
to recompense him for any expense he
was put to in connection with tha pro-
gecution.

Blucher Weatherby was next called.
He deposed that he was 3 stationsry
engineer and that he had been hired at
Baker City to come to ‘Rossland to op-
erate an engine. His experience was
similar to that of the other men appear-
ing for the prosecution. He had been
brought to ‘Northport and quit work
there, coming to Rossland of his own
aeccord. g
Mr Bowen was recalled in connection
with this case and deposed that be had
hired neither ‘Andrew nor Weatherby
to come to Rossland, and that the same
thing applied to Stevenson and Treet
and to all others. Mr. Bowen reiterated
the evidence he had given in the former
case. :

The prosecution put in the copy of
the United States alien labor legislation
§led in the Stevenson case as an ex-
hibit in the Andrew case, and asked
for an adjournment to secure the pres-
ence of Mr. Kellogg, the Northport at-
torney, for the purpose of giving expert
testimony on the question of the law.
The cases will be resumed this morn-
ing at 10:30 o’clock.

The hearing of the charge against
Afbert Geiser of encouraging the impor-
tation of one James H. Andrew con-
trary to the provisions of the Alien
Iabor law was concluded before His
Mr.
Kellogg, the Northport attorney, was
called for the prosecution to prove the
Alien Labor law mow in force south of
the 40th parallel, after counsel addressed
the court. Judgment was reserved until

PAIN OVER

FD IN 10

.ddl,wnbdledpﬁninthebhnd
ovatheeyestsomotthesureﬁ
t the seeds of catarth have
bdmmandjﬁsymwmwad-
¥ q and surest treat-
of this

ferred to, w 3 for * ; ;
referr o, was placed on the stand for '_HOW OLESALE MER

his employment in the Josie. In Baker |’

THE BUSINESS VIEW

REGARD THE RESUMPTION
OF WORK.
NELSON AND OTHER OUTSIDE
POINTS AFFECTED BY
THE STRIKE.

«The wholesale people doing business
in Rossland are delighted to note that

Stevenson |
had been hifed he said: “I am a big’1

THE EYES|:

\GHE AND CATARRH RELIEV- |3
MINUTES.

the big mines are resuming work, and
that there is now a certainty that Ross-
land. will once more become the biggest

Y | purchaser of supplies in the Kootenay

country,” remarked a Nelson wihole-
saler who was in the city this week.

Discussing the effect of the strike on
the extensive wholesale interests in Nel-
son, the gentleman continued: “Ross-
land has not alone in experiencing
the pressure of the ill-advised and un-
justified ‘labor trouble. Nelson whole-
salers have supplied the majority of the
goods consumed here for several years,
and have come to look upon Rossland
as one of the best customers in the
country. The strike has hit the whole-
sale trade hard. While it is true that
people must eat during a labor crisis,
just the same as dt any other juncture,
it is equally true that purchases are
made more sparingly, that collections
are hard to get in, and that if the de-

pression is long sustained, severe losses ‘

wust eventuate. Another . unpleasant
feature is that even had the agitators
succeeded they must sooner or

have plunged the country into the trou-
ble again by their policy of ever s

to drive the steel in to the hilt. Were}

business people satisfied that the agita-
tors’ maw could be satisfied they might
b> disposed to extend some measure of

d such a movement as
has just been witnessed here, but sad
experience in the past has demonstrated
tbat while the ordinary working man is
catisfied to let well enough alone the
agitator must ever be making trouble
as a means of maintaining his influence.
it is not sufficient that the great army
of workingmen are satistied and that a
town is prospering and winning a name
for itself the world over—the agitator
must sticr up trouble or lose his job,
and of course the peace and prosperity.
of a city weighs light in the scale when
the agitators’ graft is in the other
balance.. Yet I have observed - that
wkile the miners’ pay stops in sty:ke
times, the members of the inner circle
can still draw snug salaries and wear
diamonds- and patent leather shoes.
They make hay when other people are
eking out an existence and hopmng for

a settlement of the trouble that thel

agitator is mioving heaven and earth to
prolong. . I can readily nndq_;rsts.nd that
the business people are sm‘l
tired ‘of the long period of inactivity
and hail with pleasure the resumption
of work in the mines. :

“] can s€e no reason why the manage-
ment should not be able to operate the
mines with full crews at an early date.
Several of my customers here inform
me that to their personal knowledge 2
number of the old residents of the city

e than anxious to return to
Rossland and assume their old posts
in the mines. When the fact is.once
kuown in the districts to which these
men have gone that the 'mines are
working again there will be an influx
that will make glad the hearts of the
business men. One man who is willing
to go to work is better for a town than
a dozen agitators, and the latter ele-
ment is certain to be crowded to the
wall as the decent miners, who only ask
fair working conditions, return. I have
been told by others that a number of
business men in Rossland are favor-
ably disposed toward, the continuance
of the labor trouble and will back up
the agitators in their attempt to keep
up the friction, but have yet to mee
the merchant who expresses himself in
this vein. Whenever 1 run across such
a business mnam, I ‘will be tempted to
doubt his sanity, for it is so apparent
to anyone that labor trouble spells. ruin
to business 'interes?nznd that the agi-
tator is ever a menace to commercial
prosperity, that no merchant wci_uld in
his proper senses accord the slightest
support to an element that is avowed-
1y fighting tooth and nail to prevent the

y roll from being resumed. readily
many business ' men
and that

understand that’
make ‘a show of friendliness,
the maJjority are neutral, but to say
that at heart they are favorable to
strikes and the men responsible for
strikes is such arrant nonsense to any
man with business instincts that I have
to be shown the man before I swallow
the yarn. .
“rhe interests of Rossland and Nelson
are so closely interwoven in the gen-
eral scheme of the progress the
Kootenay country that we feel depres-
sion in Rossland about as keenly 1m
Jelson as you do here, although - the
fact that Nelson is a distributing centre
of considerable jmportance naturally
mitigates the circumstances. It goes
without saying, therefore, that the re-
sumption of the mines here is an impor-
tant factor in the calculations of Nelson
wholesalers. We are looking forward to
an excellent winter’s business, feeling
confident that long before winter sets
in in earnest the effect of the late strike
will have been completely
things will be moving 3
lyast:heydidinthepa.hmeﬂt' .
the Golden City. The indications that
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No bra.nd of Chewing Tobacco has

achieved popdanty so quickly, as

The Finest Chew ever

put on the market.

Sold Everywhere

Even the tags are valuable—
Save_thom and write for our illustrated premium

i THE EMPIRE TOBACCO CO., Ltd.
innipeg, Manitoba

% Branch Office, Winnipeg

—_— ——

Dominion G;dpger
Company's Addition
'To Phoenix, B. C.

We handle deﬁnb le Business
‘and Residence Lots in all parts
of the Qity. Conduct a General

McArthur & Monk
Agents, Phoenix, B. C. }

NOTICE TO SHAREHOLDERS

The Winnip,e'g Mines, Ltd.

STOCKHOLDERS WHO HAVE NOT PAID NO. 8 CALL
NOTIF THAT SUCH STOCK 1S NOW DELIN-
1LE TO BE DECLARED  FORFEITED _ TO THE
- THE ARTICLES OF ASBV(;’)%

ST FIVE CALLS

an all arrears.
LEMENT HAS BEEN

SEPTEMBER 3
been forfeited.
. BC.

LEVIED. ; :
NO. 9 ONE-HALF CENT DUB ..iiedeces svansns coeees
The public is warned .'.inltpurchaalguock that has

from which an sgitator- ' mitted to the various Boundary camps-

labor trouble 1
4ree for a mo- The concentrator

tidden camp is never
ment.” s
The foregoing from a hard-headed bus-
iness man is eminently of the common
sense order. Futher than this it voices
the sentimenta that occupy the inner
mind of every Rossland business man,
and this fact cannot be logically dis-
puted. :

THE CONSUL NOBBED

PANAMA: PEOPLE EXCITED BY THE
ATTACK FROM VENE-
ZUELA.

at the- Enterprise
mine will be completed within a fort-
night, and a cyanide plant is being in¢
stalled at the Ymir mine.

CHINESE ‘EXAMINATIONS. .

S
Néw Regulations Indicate the Ascend«
ancy of Liberals. ;

———

PEKIN, Sept. 9.—The imperial edict
issued recently providing for reform of
the examinations seems . tO in
that the Liberals are in control of the
court and its importance is difficult to
overestimate. It provides that the ex-
aminations must include western his-
tory, western sclence and industrial
methods. It abolishes the
eight-part classical essays and verbatim
reproductions of the classics, ciency
in which has been the chief qualifica-
tion for office-holding. It relegates the
classics to the background, re
only expositions of their meaming.

General Yuan Chi Kai’'s troops are
entening Pekin today and are |
the work of policing the dty, -

WASHINGTON, 9.—The follow-
ing cablegram was nee‘e!ved at the l::
department today: “pekin, Sept.
ifrot?a:l ,signed September 7th, Rockhill

t A : ;

AN EXPEDITION LEAVES BCUADOR
TO ASSAIL OOLOM-
BIA.

COLON, Sept. 9.—Via Galveston—On
thepublic‘tlonofthemportinhnm
yesterday afterncon that a Venezuelan
squadron consisting of four ships was
bombarding Rio Hacha, on the Caribbean
Sea, a mob proceeded to the residence of
the Venezuelan consul at
Panama, shouting, “Down with the gov-
o Cardozo, who is i
subject and a native of St. Thomas, im- | PORTLAND, Ore., Sept. 9.—A speei al
mediately took refuge in the palace of to the Oregonian from (Jv.':trva.ll'ls,s &
the governor of Panama. where he was gays: A
well received. '.l‘he local officials deplore| What is supposed to have been a de-
the regrettable, incident. The mob Was jiberate attlempt to murder an entire
eventually d family occurred in the Lilly hopyard, this,
morning. Mrs, Wishnofske, with her son,
from | aged 19, and daughter, aged 15, Wwere -
encamped near the dnier. Shortly after
midnight a terrible explosion :
the neighborhood, the report: being heard
miles away. 2
Tt was caused by dynamite, a stick of
which had been fired in the tent near the ~
headofthetwobedsowuﬁe&bythe
mother and her ghudren. Thie

wrecked and a

ground by the dymamite, but strange to
the family escaped with only a

temy shock from: the hieavy concus-

sion. Mrs, Wishnofske entertains sus-

piclomsastotlwidenﬁtyotthewcdd'

_ |be muwderer.

GRAND FORKS, Sept. 9—Oliver| j Roderick

Wethered, president of the London & B. lefh' yesterday

C. Goldfields syndicate, A. J. Stoneham, | 35" country,

London, Eng., J. Roderick Robertson, | .\ of the London

%%.mﬁdjézm;'m _SbonehwmsaﬂforEtx onﬂn’th
and wife and Thomas

were in the city on Suns

da:;ﬂ.'l‘hey left yesterday for ’Mr ovd

<

USED DYNAMITE.
Attempt to Kill & Family in an Oregon
Hopyard.

Cothaxi sailed with arms from/

los, Ecnador. Tomaco besieged by filibus-
ters from: Nicaragua. A considerable ex-
pedition was about to start from Corinto,
(Nicaragua), which was expected to land
near Panama on the fifth.”

VISITING BOUNDARY.

Tour of Inspection by the Goldfields
Officials.

inst. !
mgmeemww‘mquomeded Bg:h:f aab

‘he ramMa’ ~me day




