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THE WEEKLY ONTARIO, ments fade into utter insignificance when) and shall e “divert all their care to have their present rates. The vast majority of washwo-
„ Heritv Publishers placed anlongside the $60,000 involved In the armies enter into any eventual conflict fully men take their work to the lavoirs, where tfiey

or on cy, \___ question of coal prices. Such a sum amounts prepared and at til 2 maximum of their rent tubs, driers and the like at so muèh a day:
to a large proportion of our entire city strength,” The lavoirs, or public wash houses, which used
revenues. It would, in the course of a very Such is the version which a German paper to charge a 10 cent fee, now charge 20. The
short period of years, provide us with the gives of the conditions of the alliance. We are driers, which used to be rented for 6 cents, now (cept in the cases of doctors, colliers
wherewithal to procure a half-million dollar not yet compelled to accept it as literally ex- are 10. The water rate used to be a sou, now stevedores and farmers in
collegiate institute, permanent pavements for act, but there is no doubt that Austria is in- it is two. Soap and blue and the like are in 
all our leading streets and a new bridge, of the vited, in a manner which makes the invitation 
most substantial kind, across the Bay of a demand, to accept Germany military domina- .women w 
Quint,e. A tion and direction, not-for the; period 6f the work in

~ troublé is that a large part of this wap only but for the future. It is also clear
j being contributed by^tbose whjb apKfmm. recent deliverances of the Kaiser, the By throwing huge gas shells behind the 
j ‘desperate straits to. keep the! wdjggcMncellor and the âdmiojte and generals, as lines the Germans forced the French to evacu- 

from. the door or maintain th$ir families in w<$l %s- from w&at is taking place in. Russia, ate miles of territory between Rheims and 
the plainest condition of decency . Upon them, that Germany is laying plans to gather up and i Soissons. Gas masks enable soldiers to stand 
wartime costs and exactions press with re- consolidate the gains that she hopes to make, j their ground for a short tifi&è, ‘but they cannot 
lentless harshness; and which the goverment wishes the people to j live more than four Or fiy^ boors in positions

The poor laborer, with half-a-dozen little believe she has already made in this war. j filled with poisonous fumes. Gas masks Con- 
children, the wives and the dependants of How far the Emperor and his ministers, tain charcoal and other materials which ab- 
those who have gone to fight our battles ever- feel assured of ultimate victory and of the sorb such gases from the air which 
seas,—these are the people we ought to con- dictation of terms of peace can not be known, through these filters into the wearers’ lungs 
sider and see to it that living conditions for Their policy is to make the most confident When the filters have taken their fill, the gas 
them are made just as favorable as possible, showing to the people. But every day they are masks become useless and the men have to 

Uçless there are the most substantial and 
incontrovertible reasons for the prices being 
charged for coal at Belleville, those prices are 
to the well-to-do citizen an injustice, to the 
poor citizen a cruel wrong.
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in the United Kingdom, The Brit 
ish amendments proclaimed on Ap 
ril 24th, withdrew certificates of ex 
emption granted by tribunals to met- 
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vided that “in order to safeguard 
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you PRINTING—The Ontario Job Printing Depsremant 
ia^ especially well equipped to turn out artletle and 
stylish. Job Work. Modern presses, new type, eqta- ^ 
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any man whose re 
tention is absolutely essentia) to the 
cultiya^opfoi; a farm, provision is 
made that, if the County Agrieui 
tural Executive Committee in Eng 
land or Wales, or the Board of Ar 
riculture for Scotland, i$r Scottend 
are satisfied that a man is'a highly 
skilled agricultural worker, whole 
time employbd on a farm in farm 
work, and that he is irreplaceable 
and essential to the cultivation of 
the farm, an application for his ex 
emption may be made to an appeal- 
tribunal.”
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Had that provision instead of th 
uncertain reference of cases of ex

increasing their prediction ofxthe gains tiif,irMak;e ivdash for purer air. Charcoal from co- (feme hardship to commanding offle 
Empire is to make. It is always put forward coanut shells mates thebest gas fllter yet di8: era of depots, been totorporated

that Belgium must remain German, that covered, but its capacity to absorb gas is not ithe Canadian order-ta-Coem a, frit
tion with the farmers would have 

■been greatly reduced, if not avoided 
I Toronto Weekly Sun.
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THE MYSTERY STILL UNSOLVED.

The mystery of Belleville coal prices is 
still unsolved. That statement does not , ne
cessarily mean that the mystery is Incapable 
of solution or that efforts have been abandon
ed to discover the truth.

The Ontario asked Mr. Wills, the local 
fuel controller, in a former article, why the 
consumer at Belleville was asked to pay two 
dollars more for a ton of nut coal than the con
sumer who resides in Toronto is asked to do.

Pursuing the inquiry, The Ontario inter
viewed Mr. Wills and was informed that he 
was not being paid a single cent for the work 
of fuel controller, and that he had no power to

now
the mineral country of France now occupied j unlimited. As far as can be judged at present, 
will be added to the conquest of 1871, that Bal-1 the gas shells used by the Allies are not so ef- 
tic Russia will be retained, that Britain, ! fective as those df the enemy, says The New

.

York Commercial. While- gas shells have been 
fired ever since the early days of the war, the 
intensive use of them in this drive, as describ
ed, seems to be a surprise, which, taken with

GERMANY’S JUST DECAY. France and Belgium must give up colonies to 
Germany, and that Germany must have an es
tablishment in Asia. Such are the prospects 
held out to the German people to reconcile

3,600,000 U. S. 
Troops by August

Germany has always found cause for com
placency in her census figures. Her populat
ion was increasing with surprising rapidity. 
The. governing class figured on this increase to 
provide the necessary military and industrial 
material for world conquest.

How do matters stand now? Whether con
sidered solely for Germany herself, or in rela
tion to her enemies, there is an appalling loss 
of human resources. At least 3,000,000 Ger
mans had been killed in the battle zone. These 
are not being replaced by the new generation. 
The birth rate has sunk so low that by next 
year it is estimated, the number of births will 
be 3,333,000 fewer than if there had been 
war. Meanwhile mature and aged civilians 
have been dying off much more rapidly, owing 
to hardships imposed by war conditions. The 
annual number of deaths among the civilian 
population has increased by 1,000,000 over the 
normal.

ft
the use of tanks to establish machine gun bar
rages, accounts for the comparative ease with
which the Germans have won their way to the Washington, June is. -Three mil 
Marne on the old road to Paris. Gas shells are

for the races that are subject to the weak Em- now doing the work performed by high ex- was told by Provost Marshall crow 
peror of Austria, helpless ward of the Kaiser, plosive shells early in the war. Shrapnel and der. Gen. Crowder said that i,
Whether Charles tried to do one thing by high explosive shells have no after-effects, but 347-000 men placed in class l ai
himself when he wrote to his relative to open heavy gases cling to the ground and make po- ready have been called t0 the ,:olor8'
up peace discussions with France and Britain, sitions untenable until a strong wind dissi- adauionti^men fo^the^iret^ciasl
to the exclusion of Italy or whether this was a pates the poisonous vapors. will be obtained from the men who

! secret little Berlin intrigue with the purpose of ......... ................. registered Juçp 6, and that another
provoking Italy into suspicion of her allies, is THE SACRIFICE 200,000 wii|. be added by the re
a question on which inquest is still held. If it Dear-little lad, with the hazel eyes, classification of men m the re-ex
was a spasm of Charles he has made his fipolo- J Veiled by drifts of the purest snow, ^nga ^”de° the <luestl0ua,res
gies to the master and obtained a respite. But 1 sit by the side of your baby-bed. Gen. Crowder also indicated n win
Germany is taking care that Vienna shall be And watch your dream-smile come and go. be necessary to go into Class 2 next 
properly restrained hereafter by such conven- Pure as a bud at the breast of spring, unless the draft law is amend
tions as are now proposed. Gay as the sprites in a fairy ring, ed so as to bring older men within

Altogether it is figured that by next June 14 is n0t an Austrian Peace but a German BaCk you drift from your dream ot W beenTropos^ “ *° ^ ^
the German empire, which should nomLlly ^aPe that fhe War lords are after. Austria- Dear wee baby, my darling boy! Gen. Peyton c. March, chief or

/7.) non non _____ , , / Hungary can make nothing out of this war. staff, stated in a conference withn« mn^thi00^™ 00^ ’ 7k1Îo 000^“^^ < MoreOVer U is a Peace which shall leave Ger- Gay little lad, With the chubby legs, * newspaper men that there are now
. « «T than 64,500,000, or 7,600 000 less than jn a position to continue her program of Kissed by the sun to a ruddy brown, more than 800,000 American troops
if the war had not occurred. There will be'w, . ... T - oU • .. _„ocl , ^ .. in France, Including ay branches or: K Der cent less nonulation than there wWlwhl“ry dotomati0u- and to establish, herself I.’Sait m the grass, by the dgisy field, .• ■ the service. 1 ‘ ^ ‘

the War hemmed** the super-rhcé find super-nation on the face And,watch you pirating up and down. ---------
& ,tP of the earth. She hopes to have given ihe, Light a. a moth on ite eilkea wing. ,

- e War a 110 0C“ world such an exhibition of force and horror, | Clad as the song the robins sing, M3V A(l0Pt

of pitiless slaughter and remorseless destruc- \ Here you come with your plundered gold
tion, that the name of Germany will for this ! Wild little rover, sailor bold! DCClÜlâl SVStCIR
generation be a terror and warning to the j 1 ■■■
w^orld, her allies as well as her enemies. j Dear big lad, with the earnest eyes,

Alhthis aspiration is as plain to the Allies! Lit by the light of a spirit true,
I wait by the side of the dusty street,

them to the slaughter of their men that has 
happened and the greater loss that they know 
to be impending.

There is little comfort or glory in all this arms
:

3
regulate the prices. , ,

As we see it, Mr. Wills, who was the sani
tary inspector, was last winter assigned the 
additional duties of fuel controller, by the

;
no

/ now

council, the work of the sanitary department 
at that time of the year not having been very 
strenuous. Mr. Wills accepted the additional 
commission and it therefore became just as 
much a part of his paid duties as the other. He 
did good work in the stress of the fuel famine 
last winter.

It is quite true that Mr. Wills has no pow
er to regulate priées unless it be by indirect 
methods. The Ontario did hot say that he had.
Mr, Wills Has powel, however, to make the 
closest examination Ôf books, to scrutinise in
voices and to ascertain if proper charges are 
being made for delivery and office expenses.

Mr. Wills informs us that he has made in
quiry along these lines and that he reported 
his findings, some time ago to the provincial 
controller at Toronto. The controller ack
nowledged receipt of the communication, and 
there the matter rested:

All that is very good as far as it goes, but 
the trouble is that it does not go very far. The 
meek and submissive inhabitants of 

little burg go right on paying their twelve dol-
lars for every ton of coal theÿ buy while the . . . , , , _ . ^ ,„ __. , . - _ many, and to have fared much better with re-!Toronto householder gets his for ten dollars. _ . _. x .. ,, gard to civilian mortality and birth rate. Thejust the same as if there were no controllers , . ,. , v.British population has actually grown; by the
m ence" . x . __ middle of 1919 it will be only 3 per cent, lower

There may be a most satisfactory ex- .. ,, . , ** ,,, ,. . r. a- __v than it would have been without the war. Asplanation of the discrimination and the dif- TT .. . ,, . . . ., _ , ,, , .__.. for the United States, the war has not yet inference, but if there is an explanation avail- ., _____ ,, ... . ,
able why the people of Belleville any des[ee ,cbecked it® normal rate of ^owth 
a . .. y . ,Wri, . . It should not be forgotten that Germany’s
during the war and with fuel control’ in el- . . . . . . , . ,,6 , , , , , ... . .r - chief losses have been her strongest ablestfeet, are being asked to contribute tens of m 1 ... 7. , j „_________. _ manhood. Even if she ends the war without athousands of do 1.™ *** mtehlng mUitav, and political diaaster. .ho

ig oron would iiiro ,n wW have made her national labors and world-
aforemid people of Belleville would like to proBpect8 lncalculaMv hanjer- all

^ 1 „ „ . the millions she has thrown away. It is pos-
The sooner this farce of fuel “control” is ... ... , 7. V, ... . ,, —. . . . . . e sible that having started the war as the mostabandoned the better. What is being *con- . .. .. „ _ . ,,, ... „ , virile nation of Europe, she will end it a de-trolled”? BeUeville was far better off when no ... .“cnnttol” existed " cadent nation, with waning energy and blasts

control existem prospects. If she does, it will lie exactly what
If it takes the? whole spring and summer ^ . , i ç

for the provincial contreller to notice such > . 
glaring inequalities as exist between the quo
tations for coal at Belleville and at any other 
city in the province, his department might 
stand a little speeding up.

i
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curred.
r Austria-Hungary is in worse plight. Aus

tria will have next year 8 per cent, less popu
lation than she had in 1914, and 11 per cent, 
less than she would have had without the war 
Hungary will have lost 9 per cent, of what she 
had and 13 per cent, of what she would have 
had normally.

The major allies show up surprisingly well 
in comparison. Definite French figures are not 
available; but France is known to have 
larger percentage of battle losses than

ENGLAND SERIOUSLY CONSIDER
ING ABANDONING ITS OUR. 

RENCY IN FAVOR OF 
SIMPLICITY

l »
as it is to the Huns. They know what they are

And watch the soldiers marching through ; 
Proud as the light in an eagle’s eye, 
Strong as the flight he wings on high—
Oh, come back to your mother, old,
Dear brave laddie, my soldier, bold!

fighting. They need no longer go back to the 
origin of the war to defend their cause and 
justify their presence in the field. In these 
four years Germany has taken off her mask. 

no | She has made it absolutely impossible that 
er" ! there should be any compromise. We know 

now what sort of master we shall have if Ger-

England may adopt the decimal 
system for its currency. The agita
tion for this reform appears to be 
gaining favor with the British peo
ple, and among the important agen
cies behind the movement is the As
sociated Chamber of Commerce of 
the United Kingdom. For genera
tions schoolboys have been learning 
this: Four farthings 'make one pen
ny, twelve pence make one shilling, 
twenty shillings make one pound, 
twenty-one shillings sterling make 
one guinea, twenty shillings sterling 
make one sovereign.

Then there are the symbols to 
learn—the capital *‘L” with a short 
line across the shank of the letter 
for the Latin "libra,” or pound; the 
little “s” for shilling, of the Latin 
solidus ; the little “d” for denarius, 
or penny: and the “qr” for quadrans 
or quarter of a penny, standing for 
farthing though latterly ’’far” came

this

Poor big lad, with the stalwart form, 
Bowed and mangled, and rent with pain,
I sit by the side of your snowy bed,
And watch your dream-swept face again. 
Weak, as a babe at its mother’s breast, 
Spent as a reed, that the storm hath press’d 

- Since the war began the price of washing Back you’ve come from the dream of strife 
has at least doubled in Paris. Now the public Poor brave laddie, a baby for life! 
has been warned by the Washwomen’s Union 
that a 20 per cent, increase is to be added to

many is not beaten. As a consequence of that 
knowledge and the duty it imposes Germany 
shall assuredly be beaten.

Written for The Ontario by Elsie Clough, 
Kingston, Ont.

-
his ministers are' already in Eng
land, and it is announced that the 
minister of Militia is on the point 
of following them. There is, there- 

® fore no Government, We suppose, to 
modify the Military Service Act,. if 
that were deemed wise, .and there is 
no conciliatory spokesman to justify 
the Government’s course and to rea
son the farmers into' acquiescence.

The Bist of the matter is appar
ently ohe of, fact about which farm
ers and the Government are not in
agreement. The farmers claim that Many me“ will probably remember 
their labor has been so tar depleted that as hoys they worked and labor- 
by enlistment and attraction to the ed over two kinds of “reduction." 
employ of war industry that the ir-

Other Editor's Opinions
“PRACTICALLY UNANIMOUS SUP- gainst the Unlpn Government, and

Ontario .. was .. its stronghold. Can 
anyone say truthfully then, that sup- 

Addressing the Bay of Quinte port for it was “practically unani- 
Methodist Conference at Lindsay, mens”?

It is distressing enough when a 
minister of the gospel denounces 
those who criticize the Government

to stand generally for farthing. All 
Canadian schoolboys have studied 
the table of English money in that 
part of their arithmetic dealing with 
"reduction”, which is the changing 
of numbers, either simple or com
pound, from one denomination to an
other without altering their value*

PORT"

GERMANY AND AUSTRIA. the retiring president, Rev. W. B.
Tucker, B.A., B.D., condemned aU 
who found fault with tlje Govern
ment and added this remarkable for breaking promises and overrid

ing acts of Parliament by order-tn- 
Council, but it is even more disheart
ening when he deliberately departs
so far from the truth. One wonders1 reducible minimum has been reach-

Europe has not yet lost interest in the 
discussion of peace overtures of the Austrian 

We again would respectfully inquire why Emperor Charles to France when attention is 
the people of Belleville are being asked to pay turned to the new military alliance which the 
$60,000 more for their coal, in proportion, this German war lords are forcing on Austria-Hun- 
year than are the people of Toronto. Why are gary. This convention has startled- those Ger- 
we asked to pay $45,000 more for our coal than man people who thought it was the business of 
Cobourg or Brockville are required to do? Why soldiers to fight and of statesmen to determine 
$30,000 more than Trenton, Deseronto, Na- international relations. In this case the diplo- 
panee or Kingston?

A leading business man of the city in
forms us that when he was in Ottawa, within 
ihe last month, he inquired the price of coal.
He was told that the price for the best grade of 
nut and stove coal, delivered at the homes 
ten dollars a ton. He was further told that 
much of this coal actually passed through 
Belleville on its way to Ottawa.

The problem of coal prices is the most im
portant subject, in a financial way, that 
engage our attention. Such topics as the sav
ing of a few hundred dollars per anhum in the that the “parties shall employ the entire 
operation- of the gas or waterworks depart- strength of their peaple for military purposes,”

statement:
“We rejoice at the formation of 

a Union Ôovernment for Canada, 
which so commanded the confidence 
of the best elements in both great what his audience thought.—Lon- ed. They claim that the men now 
political parties of the past that, don Advertiser. taken are irreplaceable and they
save in Quebec and the Maritime -----------0______ complain of insupportable toil and
Provinces, It receives a practically FARMFRS PROTEST AG4IN ^®a®cial loss. There is also a ser-
unanimous support from press, plat- Ions claim that the number of farm
form, pulpit and poll.” --------- - animals will not be maintained. The

It Is regrettable that one of the At a great meeting filling Massey Government assumes, on the other 
leaders of a Christian church In his Hall, last week, the farmers of Can- hand, that there Is labor to culti- 
district, who, presumably, Is anxious ada protested again against the op- j vate and harvest the crops, and that 
that righteousness and truth shall ' eration of the amended Military i all the labor taken may be replaced, 
prevail In this country, should take Service Act. The motives of the j We are not at liberty to discuss the 
it upon himself to make such a farmers’ protest, in view of the un- matter. freely, but we cannot re 
statement at a gathering of church- animity of their representatives strain the expression of our anxiety 
men assembled to consider church from all the provinces, cannot be ! as to both food and wealth produc- 
business and religious, not political, merely trivial and unworthy. If they : tion this year and next. With re
missions. were, it would still be the duty of ' construction in view, war industry

Practically unanimous support at the Government, in the general in-1 ought not to have been permitted to 
the polls! Surely Mr. Tucker must tercet. to allay discontent and win ' enfeeble agriculture, which present- 
have known, if he took any interest the co-operation'of so important an ly will be our main dependence, 
to the election, that around 200,000 element of the people. Unfortun-1 An important allegation made in - 
persons to Ontario alone voted a- ately, as the premier and three of the debate is that the farmers

which were called ‘ reduction des
cending and reduction ascending.”

The decimalizing of English mon
ey is, of course, in the line of simpli
fication. Some of the financial pow
ers and papers are urging that Par
liament take the matter under con
sideration and it is likely to come up 
for official treatment and discussion 
any time.

matic control is taken by the generals and the 
ministers are left with the nominal task of ra
tification.

But if there is criticism in Germany much 
more is there dismay In the Double Empire. 
Austria h^s seen herself annexed diplomatical
ly to Germany and learns now that the mili
tary annexation which has existed during the 
war is proposed for the next twenty years. If 
the terms are correctly stated they contemplate 
the establishment of a permaneùt military sys
tem dominated by Germany, which requires

üH COUGHED UP STOLEN DIAMOVI*K was
After Detectives Taylor and Arm 

strong had made a vain search 
through the clothes of Wilbert 
Trouton, an employe of the A her 
deen Hotel, for a diamond he was 
supposed to have stolen from 
Thomas Fitzgerald, he coughed 
and the diamond which he hart 
hidden under his tongue, dropped 
out on the floor.
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