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Job Turner’s Declining Years
By JOHN BARTON OXFORD
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Ti." i-ii; h»-' f .-m v. a - lost an old J oh. 
II.- ri'plai-i'd t - -pi .-t vie* on hi* nose 
and -t arid uneoiiipreheridirigly at hi* 
daughter in law.

“I ion"’ i îun*. wh'-r" ?> ' h" demanded.
“II..'* dead.”. H*m ha*t"fi"d to ox

plain.
The old man huddled down in hi* 

"hair 11" -""riii'd to shrink a* from a 
Plow*. For a moinPiit hi* under lip 
ipliviT'-d uncertainly; th"ri h" pulh-d 
himself together and turned to hi* *un.

“ 11 i d v" hoar partii'ki-rli-r* Î ’ ' he 
a- i d "iirt ly.
“Iiicd la*t__night 'l.out t"n o’cluck,” 

li.-n replied. “They say it w as heart- 
trouhl". I "al late it was a shock. He'd 
had uin". hefore.
“I.ik" enough 'twn* like enough 

'twin, ” said hi* father.
Hi turned hi- eye* to the window, 

and -at fur a time -taring out at the 
vista of I',rown autumn "field*. Hen and 
('within watehed him in pitying silence.

1 ‘ Th-'V >e go in ’ fast, ain’t they 1 ’ ’ 
old .luh resumed at length. “Dave 
Mo-"*, an1 Luke Flanders, an’ A in oh 
Drake, an’ now Ah Fogg all inside of 
a vear. Ves, they're goin ’ fast. Ah 
wa* let’s See. he was horn in

If 'll he 11.'
• Father.” >

“vou know you 
,ir.e that. You sleep W 
pet it*- '- r*al good. I d * 
vou re well'» ever vou

v.-ar vounger n I he 
next, most likely.” 

■.!,* '• i remun-i rated, 
hadn't ought to tali: 
"t-p wadi, an ' your up-

*"" hut V. ..at
forV "X" it

an
an 1 then.

little toil' ll of rtiPU-

_>!l

your deefnet 
matiz now
“There's a good many in"ii younger 'n 

vou hy ten' or fifteen years that ain't 
nigh so -j r y as you he, put in Hen 
Turner enenuragingly.

(tld .1 tih shook hi* head sadly.
“I'm failin’,” he said. “I feel it 

v.-ar hv year. Most, of 'em'* gone now 
hut me. an’ my turn can't he -u very- 
fur of) W h e n1 d vou say t ,.■ funeral 
was to tie. Hen!”

” Thursday* at one o'eloek. They- want 
vou to he one of the hearers.

“ Well, I cal ’late 1 ought to do that 
much for Ah,” the old man said. “I 
got a hi’led shirt, ain't 1. ('ynthyf An 
I guess 1 better put on two pair of 
socks that day*. It's likely to he cold 
standin ’ on the ground at the cerne, 
terV, ’ ’ He stooj>ed and picked up the 
paper from the floor beside him. “ 1 lie 
old folks is dvin’ off fast, four of cm 
all inside of a year! Ah’s gone, an 
he’s a year younger ’n I he. I 11 he tin 
next, most likely. I ’m in my deelinin 
vears, an’ I can feel I’m failin’.'’

II*. opened the paper, and Cynthia 
seized the opportunity to slip quietly 
hack to her neglected preserves: Some 
moments later her husband came out. 
his lips.curving in a grim smile.

Fa tlier "s got it all planned out,” 
he ■announced. “ lie’s made up hi* 
mind to have a shock, this time. I 
guess lie ’ll take to his hed soon after 
Abner Fogg’s funeral.”
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ing about the five per çi-nt. off hinders 
and mowers! Such is party politics.

I am a firm believer in the formation 
of a third party*, and would like to see 
it carried out t" tlie fullest extent here 
in Manitoba. I feel that our experience 
in Mountain with a Progressive candi 
da'" in th" field would indicate that our
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huv i I he Rogers, White*. Hughe*. Fu* 
ter*, and a t of other* that I could 
name, doing exactly the «aine thing— 
giving more money t Mackenzie and 
Mann, inure protect. n t ■ the manufac 
taring n:tere«t- and ’inn.mg. i,- h ilht, 
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dun't thin- t h 11 Mr Nurri* will 
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titled y -ail in hi* 
that he did not 

favor the idea ..f ..iir pledging .iur can 
didatc. 1 wish to put Mr. Kennedy 
right. We do net need to pledge our
■ mdelate, he. au*e th.- acting and organ
i/i n g "..tnn.it..... of thirteen that Mr.
Kennedy n.a ••* m.-nt ion ..f holds the 
. andidate’* «igm d r* * gnat ion in hand. 
If he should fail t.. vote the will of the 
: cple at any time, our eotistitut -n 
provide* that hfte.-n per ••••nt. of the

■ andidate * «ign.d supporters «'an a**

Producer* ’ 
hav e a see r. 
of mem her- 
to inform

Cynthia si g ed 
“That won’t I 

Hrigl.t ’« di-ca-e

r. - : g tied ly. *^ 
quite had as the
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that a convention hi- .ailed arid a major 
it y of tin- convention ask that the mem 
her resign. 11 wi I It nen ha ve to come hack 
and place hi* resignation of seat in the 
House in the hands of the committee. 
The whole idea is to have the candidate 
and the people close together all the 
time. This is “Direct Legislation as 
near as vou can get ’it at present.

R. M WILSON"
Marringhurst, Man.

after Luke 
•" Well, I ’ll 

-erv i n ’ done 
an ’tend tu

had
Flanders did. -he -aid. 
hurry up. an’ git my pre: 
but ore tin- funeral, su I . 
hi in afterward. ir

On the morning after the funeral old 
.luh’* place t tile hr, a fast table wa* 
vacant. When time n'. lu. k came, and 
the old n an. usually an early riser, had 
nut put in l.is appearance. Cynthia tip 
toed tu the little bedroom that led from 
the front room and cautiously pushed’’" 
open the door.

The old man lay mot ionless oil tlie 
bed. his eyes wide open and his thin 
lips sit in an expression of passive re 
-ignatiun. As the door creaked he 
groaned feebly.

“Ain’t you feelin ' well this mornin’. 
father?’’ Cynthia inquired solicitously.

lie closed his eyes and moved li is 
head slowly from side to side on the 
pillow in weak negation,

“ I guess you gut tuckered out yester ,. 
dav,’’ she suggested.
“It's w im * than that. Cynthy he 

moaned, 1 ‘ Wuss than that' 1 guess my 
turn's coinin' a little soutier "n I ex­
pected. 1 'm one of them broken reeds 
the ministei spoke about in his prayer 
yesterday. I don’t b’leeve I've shet 
inv eyes all night. My head’s a whirlin', 
round an' my laigs i* numb an’ my- 

, del-files* 1- a good deal wuss. Them’s 
the very symptom* 1'iiele ’Hi jah had he 
tore his first shuck.

Cynthia went . over, 
laid her hand on the 
head.

* ‘ Nonsense, fat her,

to the hed and 
old man ’s fore

she declared.
< onl irmv<t on 1‘mir I Hy

The Mail Bag

COOPERATION BETWEEN FARM 
AND CITY

Editor, Guide: I would like to ad 
'vance a few of niv opinions on co 
operation between the producers on the 
farm, and the ■ oii-imu r- in the citie- 
1 n all the articles I have read on i-u 
operation, it -."in- to me that it i * 
left to the farmers lu tie the initiative 
in estahli-hing eo operative institutions. 
The eonsutners in the cities seem to lose 
sight of tlie fa.-t that they reap half 
or more of the benefit- I am a farmer 
in the Winnipeg «listri.-1 and I have sold 
dre«s*.*1 chi" kens to a certain firm in 
Winnipeg for ill cents p.-r lb., and the 
-ame firm was selling them out for 
L's cents p.-r lb. I ha- also sold pot a 
to*-- for l’in i • nt* | .-r bushel w.'ien they 
w.-re retailing out for :«» cents to one 
dollar p«-r bushel.

Now practially all the tradesmen 
have their respective unions, why could 
they not all unite and form a Consum 
ers ’ League and tin- farmers within a 
short haul radius unite and form a 

League, and each league 
taryf It would be the duty 
..f the Consumer* ’ League 

taeir secretary what thev

week, it is better than going out on 
strike for a >L’ a week raise in salary. 
I once worked in a large city where the 
employee* of a large biscuit works went 
out on strike for an increase of wages. 
They got tin- increase, but had to 
pay more for their biscuit-. What is 
true* of hi-cuit* is also true of hoot* 
and shoes, clothing, in- cream, and 
building material. Consumers in the 
city will iiicrca-.Vxh* i '■ salaries most 
by going out on *tril" against the 
middleman, and tin- producer- in the 
country will increase their income more 
by going out on strife against the same 
fellow. I havre been in the city and 
negotiated to sell hogs for 11 cents per 
lb., but when 1 have brought them in 
dressed I could only get ll cents a II.. 
-imply be.-ause when I was negotiating 
tin- sale the hogs Were alive and 1 
could keep them, and when they were 
butchered I rxiuld not. Let the eon
sinners figur.........it the difference In-
tween what tlu-y pay for their ne,es 
sari*-* of food and what tin- "farmers 
get. for their produce and see if their 
time would 1„- wu’sted in forming some 
kind of an a-so.dation whi'-h would 
come in direct a -on.-it ion wit h I lie 
fa rmers.

SAM K JIN KIN.
Kim Grove, Man.

would require ,aie week in advance, arid 
he in turn would inform the Producers ' 
secretary of what was needed. This 
would enable the farmer to bring in M 
what wa* required. It would also cut 
down prices to, the ednsumi-r and raise 
them to the farmer. If a working man 
elite down his living ex ,-n-e- *_ per

CONDITIONS IN WINNIPEG
Editor. Guide : In your issue of May 

13 you have an article on the condition 
of the unemployed in Winnipeg. Con­
sidering ti.,- number of th*-*,- will yon 
kindly explain why it i* we -nve to 
pay from -là to 41" ;.,-r month for in 
experienced foreigner- who can barely 
understand a word of English, and f“" 
domestic help from 41 * to S22. We do 
not consider to:- high wage* for com 
potent help, but it must al-o be takes 
into consideration t at these men cat 
do nothing without h mg --.own, w 
ta ,- up a great d-al of time that 

( <1 n l ? n u <-d on I'ayt- 1 '»
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