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talents as very real openings for the direct service
of God. Thisis as true of talents. which relate to
the ordinary and daily surroundings of our life, as
of those which refer to what is more usually called
“religious ” work. Itit as true of the talents em-
ployed in making ho.ne hife all that it ought to be,
as of those needed for preaching the Gospel, or for
writing books on spiritual life for thousands to read.
If the “Il.ord has need” of both, He is served as
much by one as the other. The one may produce
results bearing more directly on eternity ; but all
are for Him. The routine of domestic employ-
ment, or of the necessary employment of life, are
avenues through which our talents may do Him
service, none the less than preaching and Sunday-
school teaching, if our whole life is devoted to His
glory. The recollection of this will surround the
most ordinary and ‘“humdrum " life with splendid
and constant possibilities of serving God.

And lastly, a word about the responsibility for
our talents, and the reward for the right use of
them. It will stimulate to increased diligence, and
to more definite consecration.

Never let us forget that we are responsible for
our talents. They are not onW for use, but God
expects us to use them, and will require an account
of them. We so easily forget this account to be
rendered, just because we so often forget that they
are not our own, but Ais. If they are His, of
course an account must be rendered for each of
them. None can be left out of His reckoning,
however much we may have left them out of ours.
The unused talent of the slothful servant was
brought into the account, just as much as those
which had besh usefully employed by the others.
Let us remember then that, at the judgment-seat
of Christ, when he comes again, this account must
be rendered by every one. Day by day, and hour
by hour, we are laying up the materials for that
searching judgment ; «nd so our whole life’s work
is bound up very solemnly with the Second Ad-
vent. We are trading now with our Lord’s money,
and on His return He will “reckon” with ser-
vants (ver. 19), to “know how much every man
has gained by trading ” (Luke xix. 15). The reck-
oning is to be as individual as the bestowment of
the talents is : and proportionate results will be ex-
pected from.their use.

But then comes the grand reward. It is very
solemn to Dear in mind that, apart from the ques-
tion of personal salvation through faith in Christ,
the rewards of His future kingdom are to be pro-
portioned according to works. “My rewarg is
with Me, to give to every man according as his
work shall be” (Rev. xxii. 12), is just as true as,
“ By grace you are saved through faith . .
net of works, lest any man should boast’ (Eph. ii,
8,9). The reconciliation is to distinguish between
salvation itself, and the rewards which will be given
to the saved according to the measure of their
works. And we may safely say that the whole
question of works centres round the right employ-
ment of the talents entrusted to us. These are the
tools with which we are to work, and these indicate
the sort of work we are intended to do. But the
actual amount of reward will depend upon how
carnestly we do the work. [Each day we live we
are in this solemn way making our mark upon eter-
nity.
Iyn regard, then, to all the talents entrusted to
us, let us be “always abounding in the work of
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the Lord, knowing ths/our labour is not in vain in

The eternal calm to gain !
: —Rev. H. Bonar.

Then, it is so necessary definitely to regard our

the Lord ” (1 Cor. xv. §8).




