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We have often noticed in the history
of our martyrs that the discipline of
the prison seemsto have been some-
what relaxed during their last hours of
life. In Father Ogilvie's cage the
guards gave themselves up to l:u sting
and merry-making, and their luyd
mirth considerably disturbed the pris-
oner at his prayers. ;

Owing to their being so absorbed in

their jollity, however, he was able to
receive the visit of a brave Catholic
gentleman and confessor of the faith,
John Browne, of Loch Hill, whose son,
Father James Browne, a Jeguit, became
rector of the College of Douai. In a
valuable paper written and signed by
him in 1668, Father Browne has related
his father’s memorable interview with
our martyr. Mr. Browne having
offered the Father a sure means of mak
ing his escape that very night, the
latter smiled and affectionately em-
braced his visitor, but assured him that
death for so splendid a cause was more
acceptable to him than any life ; and
that he looked forward to it with so
sincere a desire as to fear nothing so
much as that he should by any accident
be snatched away from it. However,
he asked Mr. Browne to render him
another and no less important service,
which was to remain in the city until
God had completed what He had begun
in him. This the good gentleman
heartily promised. He undertook to
keep as close to the Father's side as he
could, and we shall see that he faith-
fully redeemed his word.

In after vears Mr. Browne was accus-
tomed, in the midst of the persecutions
he endured for the faith, to dwell with
love and gratitude upon the memory of
his solemn interview with the brave
young martyr. The recollection of
John Ogilvie's generosity’ helped him
‘“very powerfully,” we are told, to
bear his own sufferings. After thirty
years of persecution he at length
sought a refuge at Douai ; and it was
there that he gave his Jesuit son the
particulars which we have related.

Another strange and pathetic in-
cident marked that memorable night,
the last that Father Ogilvie was to
spead on earth. As we have said,
the prison officials were merrymak-
ing, and the prison rules seem to have
been considerably relaxed. A woman
who lived in Glasgow, opposite the
spot where the gibbet was erected,
which was close to the martyr's prison,
saw, in the bright moonlight, a man
eross the open space between the
prison and the gallows. His hands
were raised and clasped : he knelt at
the foot of the gibbet and cried out, in
a loud, clear voice :

* Maria, Mater gratia,
Mater misericordize,
Tu nos ab hoste protege,
Ethora mortis suscipe,”

The woman, who wasa Protestant and
an ignorant person, remembered the
words without understanding their
meaning, She related the incident to
Lady Margaret Hamilton, sister to the
Earl of Abercorn, who in 166 repeated
it to an eminent Scotch Jesuit, Father
Rob ; adding that she herself had gone
to Glasgow for the purpose of ques
tioning the woman more closely,
Father Rob, who was for many years
rector of the Scotch College at Douai,
wrote a paper, in which he relates the
incident. This paper, bearing
signature and the date, February 23,
1673, is among the Stonyhurst manu
seripts.

After this touching pilgrimage to
the place of his last couflict our hero
remained absorbed in prayer until
the magistrate, accompanied by some
armed citizens, came to inquire if he
was ready. He answered that he “had
longed for this hour "; and they led
him forth, clothed in a torn and tat
tered cloak, his own having been
taken from him by the Archbishop's
steward. But under this ragged
apparel his step was 8o firm, his coun-
tenance so bright, that the crowd as-
sembled to see him pass seemed deeply
moved. Those who in the previous
December had pelted and insulted him,
now knew with what heroic generosity
he had refused to betray his friends :
and all, Catholics and Protestants
alike, invoked blessings on his head,
‘“not without tears,” add his fellow
prisoners in their narrative.

He was brought to the Town Hall,
which stood on a square called the
City Cross. Four judges were there
to represent the Privy Council, besides
seven other well-known lairds and
gentlemen,  The proceedings began
about 11 o'clock in the n orning
William Hay, of Baro, read the act of
aceusation, in which were enumerated
the offences of the prisoner ; his chief
crime being the answers he had given
to the five famous questions.  When
called upon to present his defence,
Father Ogilvie simply but firmly re-
fused to acknowledge the competence
of the tribunal, adding at the same
time that neither the Parliament nor
the King was qualified to decide mat
ters of conscience. He was asked if
he objected to the jurymen. He ans-
wered that if they were friends, they
ought in the same cause to submit to
the same let of calamity with himself :
and if they were his enemies, they
cauld not pretend to be fair Jjudges in
his case.

The jurymen having been chosen,
the trial began. Father Ogilvie was
questioned on the power of the Popa
to depose heretical princes, on his
spiritual jurisdiction, and on various
matters of doctrine and discipline,
Occasionally he declined to give any
reply, knowing well that his answers
would be misunderstood and misinter-
preted.  He strongly protested his loy-
alty tothe King. “Inallthings in which

show my:elf most observant ; for if any
one should invade his temporal state, I
would shed the last drop of my blood
in fighting for him; but in those
things which the King has usurped to
himself — that is to say, in the use of
spiritual jurisdiction — I neither may
nor can render him obedience.”

The martyr’s natural boldness did
not desert him, Harassed by the in-
sidious questions of his judges upon
delicate matters, of which they knew
nothing, he exclaimed at last: * You
are merely trying to catch me in my
own words, and to find pretext for the
cruelty with which you long for my
death. You appear to me like a swarm
of flies besetting on every side a juicy
dish ; or like fishermen, who are sur-
rounding with their nets a poor little
fish in a fish-pond.”

The Archbishgp then asked the
prisoner whether, if his life were sparcd
and he was condemned to exile, he
would return to Scotland. To this he
promptly replied : “* If I should be ex
iled for any evil deed committed, I
should certainly take care not to re
turn ; but if I were exiled for this
cause which I sustain, I must confess I
should not fail to retrace my steps to the
country,”

After some brief consultation among
themselves the judges pronounced
their verdict, and sentenced Father
Ogilvie to be hanged, his head cut off,
and the four quarters of his hody ex-
posed on four different public places.
The martyr heard the verdict without
either surprise or sorrow ; on the con
trary, he courteously thanked his
judges, embraced the one who read the
sentence, and, stretching out his hand
to Spottiswood, the chief author of his
death, he cordially assured him of his
full forgiveness. He then said aloud
that if there were any Catholics pres-
ent he commended himself in the most
earnest manner to their charitable
prayers. laving thus fulfilled his
duty toward both his friends and his
enemies, ‘“‘ he turned himself to the
wall,” says a contemporary account,
** and gave himself to prayer.”

He was left for about three hours
alone, while the judges were dining;
and he spent the time on his knees,
preparing for the short, sharp struggle
that was to earn for him eternal peace.
When the executioner came to fetch
him, the martyr rose and cordially em-
braced and encouraged the man. It
was then about 3 o'clock in the after-
noon ; but, although so short a time
had elapsed between his judgment and
his execution, the town was filled with
people, who had come from far and
near to witness the death of the famous
Jesuit. Father Ogilvie's gentle birth,
high courage, ready wit, and heroic
constancy had made his name cele-
brated.

As he walked from his prison to the
gallows, which was erected on the
place called the Cross of Glasgow, at
the bottom of High street, he found
several Catholic friends ready to lend
him their support and sympathy.
Foremost among them were Mr.
Browne, faithful to his promisge : and
John Al.vrcrumhv\. a relative of the
Ogilvies,—** a pious and simple man,’
who was certainly a ( atholic, perhaps
éven a priest; and who, says the
shrewd Spottiswood, was observed * to
attend him very carefully, "

John Browne, who kept close to
Father Ogilvie's side as he walked from
the prison to the gibbet, was the ear
witness of an incident which is curious
as giving a further proof of our hero's
perseverance and of the fact that he
died solely for the erime of his priest-
hood. It give also a familiar and fin-
ishing touch to our dear martyr's por
trait ; and we can so well realize how,
even at that solemn moment, Father
Ogilvie, with hig irresistible sense of
humor, must have enjoyed seeing his
adversaries fall into their own trap.
CONCLUSION NEXT WEEK,
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"I Can Take Care of Myself.”

This is a favorite answer of the
heady, ignorant and reckless, who pro
pose to disregard good counsel and fol
low the devices of their own hearts, A
young man, when warned against
strong drink, says. “* 1 am able to take
care of myself.” But it is frequently
the case that before the end of his car
eer he needs two or three policemen, a
number of sheriffs, constables, lawyers,
Jjudges, jailors, turn keys and sometimes
a hang man to take care of him. He
is by no means as independent as he
supposes.

A girlsays, *“I can take care of my
self.” She goes from her quict home,
plunges into the whirl of fome great
city, spends everything she can earn
for vanity and folly, perhaps sterves in
a garret or dies of consumption, or
Zoes to the cevil ; when she might, in
her quiet country home, have lived a
happy and useful women, a hle sing in
the world and honored by all around
her. i

‘1 can take care of myself,” says a
business man, when riding on the tide
of prosperity he oppresses the poor and
treeds cown the needy, but by and by
financial troubles come and he finds
himself straightened and borne down
into the whirlpool of bankruptey and
disaster, and all his bravado is lgone,
and no one cares to help him.
‘“Noman liveth to himself, " Neither
men nor women are able to defy their
fellows, or to reject their l'l‘im;dship,
or disregard the sympathies of their
Kind. We, all of us, need something
with which we cannot supply ourselves.
We are dependent on others for a thou
sand friendly offices, and it is well for
us to acknowledge our d ‘pendency and
also to listen to the counsels of those
who advise us for our gocd.  ““ Pride
goeth before destruction, and the spirit
is lifted up before a fall,” Prov, xvi,

I18) He whoclaims that he can take

poorly cared for, and to require much
more assistance than others do who
are less self-confident, and more will-
ing to accept the counsels of their

friends.
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THE SOLEMN MOMENTS OF
BENEDICTION,

The tabernacle is opened and Jésus
Christ, our Blessed Lord and Re-
deemer, appears in the Sacred Host be-
fore the eyes of the faithful and ador-
ing multitude.  Solemn moments of
benediction ; full of grace and conso-
lation !  Would that this beautiful eve-
ning service of song and praise, of
faith and love, of adoration and atone-
ment, in honor of the Blessed Sacra
ment of the altar, were more fre quent-
ed and better appreciated !

Saint Philip Neri once beheld our
Divine Lord in the Sacred Host, bestow
ing His benediction upon the kneeling
multitude, ** with such ineffable sweet-
ness of countenance and benignity of
manner, as if this were His natural atti-
tude and most agrexzble cccupation in
the sacrament of His love.”

There are various methods of assist-
ing at benediction and each person will
follow the spirit or inclination of his
own special devotion, Iervent acts of
adoration and faith, of sorrow and re-
pentance, of love and gratitude and
reparation should be made, The ex
ample and imitation of Christ can be
made the subject of a brief meditation.
Earnest prayer and confidential sup
Plication for the intentions of the Holy
Father, the necestities of the Church,
and our own spiritual and temporal
welfare should not be neglected.

The Holy Bible mentions three
blessings of our Saviour, and with one
or another of these can be connected in
a spiritual manner every benediction
of the Blessed Sacrament.

On one occasion our Saviour blessed
the children that were brought to Him.
Here we may in spirit cast ourselves in
the shadow of His outstretched arms, as
if we were among the number of the
little ones, and desired nothing more
ardently than an increase of that child-
like innocence and simplicity of heart,
which pleases Him so much: ‘* Suffer
little children to come to Me, and forbid
them not ; for of such is the kingdom of
God.” (Luke xviii., 16 )

Again it is narrated in the Sacred
Scriptures that, on the occasion of His
Accension into heaven, when taking
leave of His beloved disciples, He
raised His hands and blessed them :
‘“And lifiing up His hands, He
blcssed them. And it came to pdss,
wh Ist He blessed them, that He de-
parted from them, and was carried up
to heaven.” (Luke xxiv., 505l.)
The immediate effect of this blessing
was, that the sorrow and despo: d mney
of the disciples was converted into
joy, exultation and confidence. There
come to us also serious times and calls
of duty, when our spirits droop and
our weak natures crave for the grace
of light, of strength and consolation
Where can we better obtain these
favors than in the benediction of the
Blessed Sacrament ?

We read of another benediction con
nected with our Lord, which the
Saviour Himself describes in these
words : ‘‘ Come, ye blessed of My
Father, possess the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the
world,” (Matthew xxv., 34 Mind
ful of this benediction at the last judg-
ment, we can pray to God that we may
be numbered among the elect ; we can
ask of Jesus the grace of final persev-
erence, the most precious of Hig gifts,
which will secure for us the crown of
immortal glory.

Some there are, who in the multi-
plicity of their necessities and the
weight of their sorrows and perplexi-
ties, express at benediction their faith
and confidence in the goodness and
mercy and wisdom of God ; they sub-
mit their hearts and bow their heads in
perfect resignation to the divine will ;
they strike their breasts at the eleva-
tion of the Sacred Host and whisper :
‘“Jesus, I believe in Thee : Jesus, |
hope in Thee ; Jesus, I love Thee!
As Thou knowest best and as Thou

willest, bless me, O Lord, my God and
my All "

Yes ; great moments of grace are the
short moments of benediction! The
place is holy ; we are in the presence
of God ; we kneel at His sacred feet,
The angels of heaven surround the
beautifully decorated and illuminated
altar, as on the holy night they hov-
ered about the crib in the stable of
Bethlehem, chanting the Joyful tidings
of man's redemption and salvation.
The hour, the flowers, the lighted
candles, the scent of incense, the
sweet mellow tones of the organ, the
sacramental hymns — all attune the
heart and excite the mind to pious
ac serious reflections and holy as-
pirations,  Farth vanishes in these
blessed moments'; we feel as if trans-
ported to heaven, uniting our prayers
with the supplications of the saints
and our praises with the music of
angelic choirs,

Here is found a balm for every
wound, a solace in every sorrow.
Here the high and the low, the learned
and the ignorant, the sick and the
weary, the anxious and the unhappy,
can find sympathy with Jesus, who
opens His heart and His hand and
cries out to us from Hig throne of
grace: ‘‘Come to Me, all ye that are
weary and heavy laden and I will re-
fresh you,”

Great and manifold are the graces
that come to us from the hands of our
Blessed Saviour in benediction. The
light and warmth of divine grace flow
upon us to illumine the dark spots of
our soul, to strengthen us in our weak-

tempt us, and to inspire our guardian
angels with the best means for our
guidance and protection. At bene-
diction a peace comes over us that is
not of earth, a gerenity of mind and a
spirit of perfect resignation that is the
accompaniment of union with God,
who alone is immutable and unchange-
able, and without whom all else is
vanity and affliction of spirit.

We leave the church, strong and
willing to fight the battle of life ; we
leave with an abiding faith and con-
fidence in God, and as the scent of
incense lingers about the sanctuary
long after benediction, so do its graces
accompany our actions long after we
have left the church, to mingle again
with the busy throngs and to engage
in the distracting scenes of life,—F,
X. L. in Catholic Telegraph.
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The Humors of Protestantism,

Mr. James Britten's papers in the
Month on ‘‘ Protestant Fictions ” are
as entertaining as a good novel, says
the Liverpool Catholic Ti¢mes, and if

we shall be surprised if it has not a
large circulation, Not that the in-
stances he gives are quite new. They

collection : A well - known Catholic

more widely-kuown journalist for some
information regarding the Jesuits, ** to
which body,” said he, ‘‘I believe that
you belong.” During a walk Mr,

son, the poet suddenly turned to him
and said: ‘‘Are you a Jesuit? and
when Mr. Britten replied, ‘‘* No,” he
rejoined, ‘* Well, you are a Roman
Catholic,” as though the two were, at
any rate to some extent, synonymous.
Dr. Grattan Guiness has published a
work in which he denounces the
Jesuits with every anathema at his
command, and prefixed to a chapter
on ‘“ The Power Behind the Pope " is
a picture entitled *‘ The Jesuit Rebiera
at Rome.” This Jesuit, who also
figures on the cover of the book, is a
Capuchin, with cowl and cord com-
plete! Mr. Britten recalls how Lord

Salisbury was stated by the Protestant ECKF RMANN & WILL
press to have recognized among the
waiters at a dinner a face which he
remembered to have seen in a Jesuit | —
establishment in Rome, and how be-
fore his lordship could make in-
quiries the Jesuit had disappeared.
He also tells of a young woman who,
according to a Protestant authority
went out as a Jesuit fiom Stonyhu
and in the capacity of a chambermaid
took notes of private families, which
were afterwards recorced in the secret
archives of the Jesuit college. Mr.
Britten brings to light many other

cases of Protestant delusions which are CATH O L l C
as amusing as they are ludicrous.
They are a curious commentary on the

years of the niueteenth century.
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are, indeed, such as Catholics are made
familiar with every day ; but brought
together and detailed one after the
ofther, they form a remarkable illustra-
tion of the cr:dulity of Protestants and
the humors of Protestantism. IHere
are a few samples from Mr, Britten's
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