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FIVE-MINUTE SERMONS,

Twenty fourih Sunday nfter Pentecost

FORGIVE AND BE FORGIVEN,

“*Boaring with one another and forgiving one
another, if any have & complaint agalnet an-
other. Kven as 'he Lo d hath forgiven you
8o you aiso,” (Col. 1t 13)

Tais, my dear brethren, is the law of
Christ, It is a law we are bound to
keep. We cannot save our sou's unless
we dokeep it. There is no possible way
to escape its requirements, for our Lord
Himself declares positively : * Bas it
you will not forgive men, neither will
your Father forgive jou your offences”
(Matt. vi. 15). Theretore, there is no
way to save our souls, no way to be
true Ohristians in life, unless we for-
give all and every one, without excep
tion, every injury they have done us.

But one may say : I do forgive all
who havs injared me if they repent,
say they are sorry, and ask pardon !
My dear brethran, this won't do. You
must forgive whether they repent or
not. Nothing less will satisfy the
Tord. The best reason is that sioce
the Lord has forgiven us, so we also
are bound to forgive all. A teue lover
of the Lord doecsn't want a better
reason. A greater or a better cinnol
be given. Ouar Lord himse'f has et
the example. He has taken our sins
vpon himself, and caused the Eternal
Yathor to forgive us onr sins for his
sake beiorenand, before we have even
repented or showa by a single sign that
we want to beloug to God and to hate
sln. D) we not receive in our baptism
a8 infants, the grace that destroys
original sin ? Original sin placed us
und: r the power of the devil, and made
us unworthy to be called the sons of
God, but our Christian baptism made
us again the sons of God. Does not
God forgive us also our mortal sins,
giving us time to rcpent, and even
waiting patiently for our repentance ?
Remember, these sins after baptism are
all the greater because after being
made innocent we again become guilty.

But some try to excuse themselves
and say: Iois hard to have to do
this ; I can't do it. The sin azainst
me is too great ; it onght not to be for
given. This is not trne. There is
nothing we can't forgive, nothing we
are permitted to leave unforgiven. We
csn forgive any sin against us if we
will. If it is hard, pray and it will be-
come easy. Stucere prayer for him
who is our enemy is sare to remove
very soon all foeling against him,
This is certain : that it will, without
fail, prevent the malice and revenge in
our hearts from overcoming us and
causing us to sin grievously against
charity. Remember that everything
we do well for our Lord is hard at first,
but is made easy by prayer and faith-
ful, persevering effort.

Again, some object: I try to pray
but cannot, because when I pray I
think of my wrongs and begin to hate
my enemy, so that my prayer is in
sincere or stops on my lips! Then
pray for all poor sinners, and don't
mean to leave your enemy out of your
prayers. This is a good beginning,
and keeps you from mortal sin, for pray
we must for our enemies. This is a
fundamental law of the Ohristian life.
It we intentionally leave out one single
soul when we pray for all poor sinners,
we sin in the very presence of God,
and our prayers are rejacted ; nor
shall they be accepted until we include
that sonl also

Lot us remember, my dear brethren,
that we are called by our Lord to show
to the world that being the friends of
God means that ile puts into our souls
his loving, mercilal, long-suffering
Spirit, snd thus makes us like to Him
self. Does any one want to be God-
like ? Then let him forgive from his
heart every injury and all who injare
him.

To gain courage to forgive, let us
seo what forziveness does. It saves
God's honor. [t prevents His being in
sulted. For exawple : when oue in
sul's us, he sins against God and in
sults Him also. If we answer back, we
also insult God, and make two sins in
ptead of one. Next, our angry answer
makes our enemy reply again ; for an
other sin are we responsibie. So it
goes on until a number of sins are com
mitted by each one. Silence on our
part would have prevented these in-
sults to God and left onr souls un
stained, Wo were not silent. The
consequence is we not only increased
anothor's sin, but we added our own
saud lost the friendship of God. Had a
for giving spirit been in each soul this
could vot have happened. Had it been
in one of them, one -onl at least would
have been kept from sin. Caltivata,
then, a forgiving spirit, and ** even as
the Lord hath forgiven you, so you also
also’’ forgive all.

TALKS ON RELIGION.

THE HOLY EUCHARIST.

It is related that in the time of St,
Louis, King ol France, our Lord visib-
Iy man lested Hiumsolf in the Blessed
Sacrament, during the exposition. All
present were enraptured, and some of

them, kunowing the great devotion of
the king to our Lord in the Blessed
Sacrament, hastened to tell him of the
apparition. The king replied: 1
firmly believe already that Christ is
gruly prosent in the Holy Eucharist.
He Hims If has said it ; that is suflicl
ent tor me. 1 do not wish to lose the
of my faith by going to see the
woraclo. Blessed are those who have
not seen, and yet believe.'’
The bresd and wine is chan ed into

the Body and Blood of Christ when the

words of consceration ordained hy
Jesus Christ are pronounced by the
priest in the Mass, He pronounced
thowe words Himsell, at the Last

Sapper, and afterward gave power to'
His Aposties to do the same, when He
said :  ** Do this in comemmoration of
Me.'"  Christ alone, as God, could give
such power to words. Transubstax tia-
tion is effected at that very instant
The priest immediately kneels and
adores his God, and silence and adora
tion wark the conduot of the people
belre the altar, during the Holy Sacri-
fice of the Mase, and by genuflections
and by their prostrations and prayer,
sho faithful doring Mass, and at other

times make open profession of their
faith in the Real Presence.

The mounatain climber who ascende
to the summit of the highest peak
soems a¢ far away from the sun as when
he was down in the valley. We also
may soar on the wings of imagination
and go on rising in the scale of crea
tion from one choir cf angels to an
other, and we will und that the highes’
is literally and truly as far off from the
omnipotent Creator as is the lowest of
created things. The finite is no mes-
sure fur the infinite.

It therefore follows that if God is to
come neir to His creatures, it is He
who must pass the infinite distance
which separates them. The great love
of God caused Him to pass over the in.
finite gulf which separates Him from
man, He took upon Himself our
nature and became one of us. He as-
sumed s body and soul and became one
of us. What God did for the whole hu
man race in the Incarnation, he:re-
peats and continues in the Holy
Kacharist.

The Psalmist says : ** I am smitten
as g ass, and my Leart is withered, be-
cause I forgot to eat my bread.”
(Psalms oi:5.) As we need nourish
ment for the health and preservation of
our nataral life, for the life of the soul
we need a constant supply of the grace
ot God. To sapply this want Jesus in-
stitnted the Holy Eucharist. He made
the reception of it an essential coodi
tion of spiritual life. How explicitly
He emphasizes this in the sixth chap
ter of St. John ; ‘‘I{ any man eat of
this bread he shall live forever : and
the bread that I will give is My Fiesh,
for the life of the world. The Jews,
therefore, strove among themselves,
saying : How can this man give us
His flash to eat. Then Jesus said to
them : Amen, amen, [ say unto you ;
except you eat the flesh of the son of
man, and drink His blood, you shall
not have life in you."”

We can easily perceive, therefore,
that one of the most important duties
of a Christian is to receive Holy Com
manion. We should bring to ths Holy
Table all the knowledge ard all the
piety possible, While our Lord ac
commodates Himself to the capacities
and wants of all His children, He wants
from each of us all that we can bring.

S8t. Paul in the eleventh chapter of
first Epistle to the Corinthians empha-
sized the dootrine of the Blessed Euch
arist. He says in very impressive
Ianguage ; ‘' He that eateth and
drinketh unworthily, eateth and drink-
eth jodgment to himself, not discern
ing the body of the Lord.”” To show
the necessity of preparation he says :
¢ Let a man prove himself, and so eat
of shat bread.”” We must ** discern "’
the nature and excellence of the Divine
food which God gives us in the Blessed
Sacrament. The better we ** discern '’
the hidden Deity, the more will we
stir up the grace of God that is in us.
We may here perceive why priests take
such pains in instructing the children
for their First Communion. Adults
shoald know that the knowledge of
childhood should be widened and
strengthened as time goes on. Too
wmany are content to draw on the store
of ehildhood days. The most profound
adoration and the most perfect love fall
short of what we owe our Lord in
the Blessed Sacrament. No shrine or
saint should take from the Prisoner in
the tabernacle the love we owe Him :
* He that eateth of this Bread shall
iive forever.”

If we do not understand the need we
have for spiritual mnourishment we
shall never hunger as we ought for
this heavenly bread. ‘‘ He hath filled
the hungry with good things, and the
rich he hath sent empty away."' —Cath-
olic Universe.

NON-CATBOLICS AND THE
ROSARY.

Some time ago it was remarked by
this journal that wearing the Cross in
public has become singularly popular
amo g non Catkolies. Sirange as the
fact may appear there is, also, a dis
tinct regard growing for the rosary.
Tuis is especially true among KEpis
copalians. It is nothing unusual, we
are informed by one who has had a wide
field in which to observe, for Ejpisco-
palian ladies of birth and culture to
carry rosaries in their pockets, or keep
them at the heads of their beds, taking
refuge in them before retiring just as
fervently as their Catholic sisters do
under similar circumstances. We are
told that among Kpis -opalian socievy
women in our large oities there is a
decided trend toward such custom.

ow we must believe that many of
those good women are sincere. It is
possible, of course, that with some of
them devotion to the rosary is merely
a passing fad ; bat there ean be no
doubt of the earnestness of a goodly
number,  Surely the Blessed Mother
will find means to reward their newly
found love for her. Kvery Catholic
heart feels in her a loving sympathetie
friend, and will readily adinit that her

rosary i8 a deep and koly solace.
Over the Catholie 108ary are
prayers breathed by loviog mothers
for sons and daoghters in lands

afar, wives pray for huasbands walking
in peril, and husbands pray for wives
and children divided from them by
many leagues. ‘‘Bvery night, before
I lie down I say the rosary for you,’
once deelared a Catholie young woman
to one who loved her but whose soal
w 8 torn by doubt, and in the end peace
cama to him and with it her love and
the prospect «f a future more holy than
the past. Doring this month of the
rosary before the altar of God's mosher
friend prays for friend, and all true
sonls are kound together by ochains of
prayer. Hearts in torture steal in, in
tha purple ousk, and silently voice
gheir troubles and come out quieted
Kach bead of the rosary is a step on
a ladder by which the soul climhs up
to God. Sarely, surely the soul that
thus nightly climbs to Him He must
love.

Therefore there must be some deep
significance in the fact tnat upright
non Catholle souls, here and there, are
making the rosary devotion the'r own.
For aught we know it may be His way
of giving a mission to sincere Christians
not yet within the Fold. His hand

may be reaching down through the
dar'mess, invisibly drawing His faithful
to Him. The ocross, the rossry and
prayers for the dead—is it not appar-
ent that once more the lighted thurible
of His love is beginning to sway in the
twilight sancturies of all pure hearts?—
Syracuse Catholic Sun.

CATHOLIC WORLDINESS,

When we consider the eflect of a
little worldly success on many Cath
olics, it seems almost a pity that the
Church in this country is so rapidly
emerging from that phase of its struggie
for foothold when the great majority of
its ohildren were hewors of wood and
drawers of water.

The prosperous Catholie, unfortun-
ately, is not often so representative a
specimen of his faith as his poorer
brother. Kase and wealth always de-
velop their own vices, and Catholics
who achieve prosperity are not, it
seems more imprevious than others to
the temptations to arrogance, idleness
and self sufficiency which it invites.
This is especially true of Catholic
women. The changes in the manner of
life which easy circumstances make
possible chiefly aflect the women, and
in all ages of the world’s history wo
men have been the creators of social
e¢onditions and distinctions. Their
position as the cunstodians of the home
makes them the principal beneficiaries
of wealth. The rich man may have to
labor a8 hard as the poor man. It is
his wife, in the matter of leisure and
opportunity at least, who profite most
by his acquisitions.—Catholic Universe.

—— s
The Faith Beantiful.
Newman was reaily the first Eoglish
cleric since the Reformation to look
over the garden wall of Anglicanism,
and to contrast with the trim lawns of
the Eitablishment-artificial, sheltered,
at once confined and spacious—the in
comparable luxuriance of nature aund
the depth and breadth of the religious
apirit, as he eanght its echoes sounding
from the days of the catacombs, through
the long forest of medimval wanderings,
into the broad campaign of the modern
worid.—The Specta'or.
——— e —————
FEAST OF THE PRESENTATION OF
MARY IN THE TEMPLE.
REV. ABRAM J. RYAN,
The priest stood waitiug in the holy place,
Impatient of delay
([saih had been read),
Wh:n sudden up the aisle there came a face
Like a losi sun's ray ;
And the child was led
By Joachim and Anna Rays of grace
Shone all about the child ;
Simeon looked on aud bowed his aged head—
Looked on the child and smiled.

Low ware the words of Joachim.
Io a trmulous way,
As if hs were afraid,
Or as if his heart were just about to break,
Aud knew not what 10 8ay ;
And low he bowed his head—
While Anna wept the while—he. sobbing, said;
** Priests of vhe holy w'u?pla will you take

He spake

Into your care our child?
And S.mcon, listening, prayed and strangely
smiled.

A silence for a moment fell on all;
They guzed 1n mu'e surprise,
Not knowing whatl to say,
Till muxl:un spake; ** Child, hast thou heaven’s
sall ¥’

cal
And the child's wondrous eyes
(ach look a lost sun’s ray)
Turned wward tne far mysweiious wall,
(Did the veil of the temple sway 1)
They lcok-d from the curtain o the liitle
chid—
Simeon seemed to pray, and strangely smiled.

* Yeg: heaven sent me here. Priests, let me
ini”
(And the voice was sweet and low).
*Was it a dream by nighu?
A voice did call ms from this world of ein—
A spirit-voice 1 kaow
An angel pure aud bright. ¥
‘ Loave father, mo.her,’ 8aid the voice, 'and
win'
(I see my angel now)
“I'ne crown of a viigin's vow.’

I am three summers old—a little child.”
And Simeon seemed 10 pray the while he
smiled.

*“*Yes holy pries's, our father’s God is greab,
And all His mercies sweet !
His angel bade ms come—
Come thro' the temple’s beautiful gate;
Ho led my hearu snd feet
To chis, my noly home.
e said 1o me; ' Tarve years your God will
woll
Your heart to greet and meeb.
I am three summers old—
I 8ee my angel now—
Brighier his wings than gold—
He knoweth of my vow.”
The priests, in awe cams closer to the child -
She wore an augel's look—and Simeon sniiled.

As if 8t o wore the very boly ark,
Bimcon plsced his hand
Un the fair, pure head.
The sun nad set, and it was growing dark ;
The robed prics:s did stana
Around the ¢ntld  He said
“Uato me prics 8, and all ye Lovites, hark |
I'his child is God's own gift—
Lsv us our voices lif
In hol, praise’ They gazod upon the child
In wondeinment — and Simcon prayed and
smiled.

And Joachim and Anna wont their way-
The little child she shed
The tenderest human toars,
I'ne prirsis and Levites lingered still to pray ;
And Simeon said ;
* Waeteach the latrer yoars
The night is passing 'fore the coming day
(laath had been read)

Of our redemp ion"”—and soma way the child
won a!l their hearts, =Simeon prayed and
smiled.
That night the temple's child knelt down to
pray
In the shadows of the aisle—
She prayed for you and me.
Why did he templo’s myatic ocurvain sway ?
Why did the shadows amile?
I'he child of Love's decree
Had come at last; and 'neath the night-stars
gleam
The ag d Simeon did see in dream
The mysiery of the child,
And in his.sleep he murmured prayer—and
smiled,
And twelve years after up the very aisle
Whire Simeon had smiled
Upon hor fair, pure faoce,
Sho came agein with & mother's smile,
And in her arms a Child,
T'ho very God of grace
And Simeon took he Inf nt from her breasb,
And in glad tones and 8irong,
Ho gang his glorious sorg

Of faith and hope, and everlasting rest.
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TBE L.iE IMPORTED.
TYPICAL INSTANCE sHWWING HOW BLAN-
DERS OF EUROPFAN PRIKST GET INTO
AMERICAN NEWSPAPERS,
In & recent issue of The Catholic
Standard and Times considerable space
was devoted to a statement of the
conditions responsible for the anti
Catholic tone of much of the foreign
correspondenge published in American
newspapers. It was explained that
much of the correspondence that
reaches this country comes via London,
having been first seut to the news
papers of that city by representatives
in the various Kuropean capitals.
These representatives it was shown are
often avowed enemies of the Catholic
Chureh, who eagerly snatch up every
slander, published by the anti clerical
papers in their respective locilities
and transmit them to the London
datlies which in turn disseminate them
thronghout the English speaking
world.
A typical instsnce of the working of
this system is at hand In last week’s
Catholic Standard and Times was pub
lished a letter from Rev. D J. Stafford,
D. D., rector of St. Patrick’s, Washing
ton, to the Washington Post rebuking
that paper for publishing under the
glaring headline, ‘'Priest Flees With
Girl,"’ a vile ,story concerning Padre
Carones,a zealous Roman Pastor. Rev
Dr. Stafford was personally acquainted
with the priest in question and having
had previous knowledge of his intended
visit to this country was in a position
to brand as false the intimation that
Padre Carones' departure from the
Eternal City was **a sudden disappear-
ance’’ or that it afforded any ground
for the salacious details of the des-
pateh.
And now for the true story of Padra
Carones’ journey and an explanation of
how the slander built around it reached
this conntry. It is all given, very suc-
cinetly, in the following paragraph
irom the Rome correspondent of the
London Catholic Times :
Padre Carones, of the ministers of
the Sick Cammillini, parish priest of
Santa Maria Maddalena, Rome, hav-
ing left the ecity quietly in order to
avoid the painful leavetakings which
his popularity would have made inevit-
ableand set out for New York, in the
hope first of being of service to Italian
immigrants and eventually of being the
means of introducing the Order of
St. Cammillus de Lellis into the Uaited
States where it has never taken root,
a sensation was made in the columns of
a little newspaper which is most y a
“‘chronique scandaleuse.’’ The story
was siezed npon by the London press
but the legal action of l'adre Ferrini,
procurator general of the Cammillini,
proved an uafortunate circumstance for
the providers of sensations in England.

JOY, NOT MISERY

RELIGION DOES NOT MEAN HARSHNESS.
By Rev. C, G, Wright.

Preaching from a pulpit, I heard a
well-kno »n divine say: ** Religion that
brings misery is not born of God. . .
Make the people happier and you will
make them better.’’ And one of the
conservative religious papers recently
said : *‘ Let us never be afraid in in-
pocent joy. . . . Ask for the spirit
of joy and that genuvine and religious
optimism which sees in God a Father
and asks no pardon for His benefits."”’

We need heartening up, invigorating,
diverting—we need more of God's out
doors and a retarn to our childhood for
a season—to unloose the pent stroke
from our arms, the caper from our heels,
the call from our lungs and the sung
from our hearts,

How unfortunate that the abuse of
good gifts from on high should have
been allowed to give them a bad name
and place them upon the social and
ecclesiastical blacklist. Bat most un-
fortunate is the selfish intolerance that
80 multiplies ‘* forbidden thiugs '’ as to
make it next to impossible to enjoy
life in good conscience.

Why should satan be allowed to
carry off every joyful and useful diver
sion, as the Philistines did the ark of
God ? It is for the good people to re
capture them —to retake the high places
and pleasant strongholds—to wmake a
crusade to reconquer and cleanse and
occupy these God-given gardens of the
lite that now is.

Misuse has created much of the pre-
judice against the ex purgated pleasures.
They have an acquired reputation.
‘“Vice is perverted virtue,”’ and the
evil use of good things brings many
virtnous things into disfavor.

As to the moral character of sports
and pastimes, it is well to remember
that thoy have no charac'er of any kind
except that which the individual gives
them. It is for every man to decide
whether his amusements shall be
innocent or otherwise, as he does with
his tougue and hand.

The young and vigorous want recrea
tion, the old and heavy laden want
relaxation. God gave this relief to
both, and his people should rejoice to
allow it to them. Nor will they neces
sari'ly abuse the indulgence. The
feolish, who also abuse food and ra-
ment, will oft times persist in the wri ng
use of pleasures, and in pursuing pas-
times that waste mind and body ; but
the reasonable can be guided and
trusted in all the healthful outdoor and
indoor diversions.
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