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ST. PETER IN ROME.

Notable Discourse b
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Rev,
WM. A
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We have much pleasure in repro-
ducing from the Philadelphia Catholic
Standard and Times the following re
port of a remarkable discourse de liv

ered recently in liome, by the above

named distinguished pricst It was
the first lecture delivered on behalt of
the Catholic Truth Society

The lecturer began by saying that
he proposed to keep clea of all con
troversial questions. O course, as a
Catholic, he believed that St. Peter was
Bishop of and that he had a
primacy over the Church But it was
not the purpose of this lecture to dis
cuss these questions directly, and he
ghould confine himself to the one point
of St. Peter's coming to 11Hme and
the traces which we can find in Roman

Rome

to

traditions of his actions while he was
there yme perhaps migzht say that
aven this was controversial, for there
were some who denied that? Peter
ever came (o Rome at all , how
ever, denied that there a contro

th

wa

‘r'e once was
dead and
h it might
crdinary
hich

versy on this point

one, of course, but it
buried now, so that, althoug
be a long while the
tourist, with Urance w
springs from an y ignorance of
his subject 'rt that there
was no real evidence to be found o

before
the as
ahsolut

all

t, ceased to ass

f St
Poter's coming, he thought it might
fairly be said that we should never
agui.n gee a echolar or any one with
any regard for his scholarly reputation
committing himself to any such I
assertion ne Catholic view was
pu-«-ruqu and until the time of (
in undisreputed p sion, of th eld
Now, it wa ,-_',w', not on any posit
ive evidence at imply on the
ground that g of 5t. Peter i
not explicitly ymed in the bible
If that was to be taken as a sulflizient
eriterion, a large part of Christianit)

must go, toc Men would find it very

hard, if no regard is to be paid t 4
T ds ou i he b itseif, to show
why they kep mday in the place of
the Joawish sbath : why they b d
infants, or why Dishops exist to rule the
Courch

Heveo in

the seventesnth century

the more learned ol Ang n contro
versinlist AW ha Lht counid 1 1

tack the Cath belief in Pet¢

having been a |8 except uj

principles, the urging ol which wou

bo equaliy fatal to mu that the An
glican Church held sacred, and accord
ingly wo find su 1 Bishoy
Pearson (the author wel wn
book on the Apostie’s Creed) Cave,
Hammond and other learned writers
writing very strongly in favor of the
Catholic position, while one of their
number felt so keenly on the subject
that he bursts out indignantly, ** It is
a shame for a Protestant to have to ad
mit that a Protestant has ever been
found to deny it ! At the present day
all scholars were as one. The Catho
lic position was upheld by all non
Catholic writers of importance—in
Germany by Harnack, Thiersch, Ewald
and Hilgenfeld : in England by Light

foot, Westcott, Hort,

llicott and even
by Dean Farrar ; in France by Renan
and others It could, therefore, be
hardly necessary to discuss it, and to
save time he would simply state the

grounds on which Catholics baged their

belief without examining in detail the

arguments which had been urged on
the other side

That belief was attacked on one
oronnd only—the siloances of the Bible
but the Bible was uot silent on the sub
ject. It contained an explicit state
ment that St. eter was in Rome and
there wrote his first epistle It was
beyond controversy that Babylon in

that epistle meant Rom He did not
expect them to take his assertion for
this, but would refer them to the

Speaker's ( tandard

['hat Comn

Protestant authority ent
ary speaks as low **We have to
remark (1) that the city of Babylon
was cortainly not the seat of a Christian
commuuity ') that no ancient re
sord has the shightest trace ot St. Peter’s
pl'ua’n-n o or work in (‘naldea that
all ancient authorities are unanimous

in the assertion that his later years
weore passed in the We

Wao find an absolute consensus of an
cient interpreters that here Babylon
must be under d as ecquivalent to
Rome We adopt, there
fore, this interpretation of the word
without the l¢ misgivii We have
no alternative but to accept the
old unvarying testimony of the
fathers, whi must have  Known
the sense in wl tl 1
ment was  understood throu

Asia Minor that Pater designates
Rama h th f 1

"This, ther it m

Peter wa 1 Rt nd that he o
this epistle Irc th pla u t
may poerhaps be urged that we have
no pro that ho wa ruet I hen
On the contrary hat also i 1 ex
plicitly in the Bibl hn wri r
his Gospel records for us our lLord’s
promise t "ater that he, too, should
be crucitied Chou canst not follow
me now, but thou shalt follow me here
after * When thou shalt be old thou
shalt stretch out thine hands and
another shall gird thee And St
John, writing of course long after the
event, goes on to note how the pro
phecy had been oxactly fulfilled
*“This he said itying by what
death he should glority God John
xiii , X X | And again in the
Apocalypse we have a reference to
Royme as the place of this martyrdom
Hare Protestants find no diflizulty in

allowing that Babylon stands tor R
Yot in the judzment
against Babylon or heathen
find a statement that that
was in punishment for the

nme

Rome wo

pronounced |
|'in the fifth
Jjudgment |
dea'hs of |

the Apostles Peter and I’aul and other
martyrs: ‘‘Rejoice over her, thou
Heaven, and ye holy apostles and
prophets: for God hath judged your
judgment upon her.” (Apoc. xviii,
20,

The Protestant case from the gilence
of the Bible therefore breaks down al-
together ; but the Catholic side has
much more than this to bring forward
in favor of his belief. It has, as we

have already quoted, the Speakers’
Commentary as admitting ** the
uniform, unvarying testimony of all

early Christian writers.” This testi-
mony would be enough if it stood alone

and unsupported. DBut it does not.
We have, further, the testimony of all
the monumente of Rome, We have St

Pater’s tomb and the place of his mar- | of Aquila, algo seems to d Wo have read Ifrid Ward’s
tvrdom : his chair and his altar and | St Peter’s r Rome D. | ‘Life of Cardinal Wiseman " with the
his chains. We have his prigon, also, | 19 all the ) ¢ rom | deepest interest. It is certainly an
at the Mamertine, to say nothicg of I l| me, on account s we read in | admirable specimen of Christian bio
the recollections of his lil.{'M'lh o which | tonius, of ric Lmn Chresto, | graphy It gi a graphic picture
connect themselves with S. Prisca, S. | ** which Christ in d So ended : not only of the personal character of
Pudensiana and the Coemeterium | probably this vi to Ilome, for the { the emineut Cardinal, but also of the
Ostrianpum,. We may fairly say that | next year we Pate Je | ring seen apd events through
there is no contemporary events .\\ ich| lein, at the first ge uncil of the | which he passed and in \\;:l‘uh‘ he was
is attested by such a wealth of monu | Apostolic Church | such au active and influential partiei
mental evidence as is this of the pres The ne peri { pant. The book coutains many im
ence of St. Peter in Rome and his l\‘lwl' qult one | portant lesgons, but we have been
martyrdom here, Lastly, there is a|Peter and of for | part cularly struck with the evidenc
fourth line of evidence which, De|we have no rec aps | woich i ruishes of the wonde
R says, would be enough to prove | be suggested tha [ vse | power  of tha Church in prese
the fact, if no other evidence existed, [ vears in which he was nt from | unity under the rmost adverse circum
and that is the existence here of his L yme that St. Peter resided at Antioch, | stances.
authentic likeness, The two Apostle h a solution would satisfy all tradi-| In order to appreciate the full force
Peter and I’aul, and they alone, have | tions. At Rome Linus, according to : of that powerful -u.!! lence it is neces
always distinet and recognizable types | local tradition, pre ided over the |sary to 1«‘\';:.2'. the coodition of the
of faces in the representations of the | Church, and his headqt rs would | Church of England at the time of the
carliest times., Ochers are idealized em to have bheen not at the Ostrian { commencement of Wi v“mr.hl 3 ;'.!lj.txin
these are portraits—the reason being, | um, butS. Pudensiana. Ol this, per il~'~1""1'!' Pius 1X , \‘7'?1 whom Wi
of course, that of these two Apostles | haps, we have a hint in II. Timothy | man was a great I\‘_‘ rite, had learned
nlone were the likenesges handed down | iv., 21, ° There thea Pu | to esteem him for his bri t success
in Rome And his could not have | and Linus and Claudi (Oa anv | a8 a scholar and a zealous and «i\-\u?n‘w‘,
heen in St. Poterx case if he had | hothesis that he was | priest. He 'I~'l|l¥!“- d with proj
never come her 1 their | the mention of | truth, ti iseman evideutly a
We pass on now to the second part between | and Clan | man raised up by Cod fort
of the lecture, in which we deal with re husbar wiie, wou'd : ent of a great work i1
the fact of St. Peter’s life in Rome, re one ee hundred years the
constructing it as far as possible from D St. Paul wrote to ¢ ‘.Il had l‘ :"w ruelly
the various traditions which have come "“ Wi .’ [le | ”' ] '!4‘ !
down to u In the fathers we find|® Ol r ina w I ]{ "" ¥V
traditing ahnrt Sidvin o1 12 18, w6 have als ( on had ceased,
srugalom for | At tha tle that the ] h » soning  pi
ension | was already organized d his Catl
t the b ""*" been ( by an af nnan 1 wed pered by
( alleg 3 his re n f  Alsabilitie L y t i ¢ d
he Church | come to | willingn , ,
nty " uild on another man'’s fou i ute
1 | R X We can I 1 l‘ 1
h at ) [ veal A { I I rn to Ror ¢ |8 nd
I'he fir three are perfectly compa |A. D ahout t} I { Pe i nes to i
ible and fit in exa with the re. | 8%ax nd st ng for Spa el not a
ceived dates for ti ucifixion and for | 1an w which U I nd 1 n
1 vrdoom of Peter, A. D ) an i rting of the ag i : n a statue of
¢, but the fourth is almost impossi p e that parting can-|the Blesced Vi n was to be seen in
to reconcile with the others ) not be referred to the day of t any church A spirit of comprom
1 ) el ‘1\,.;‘.,¢. be the record of the s o had grown up even among the 1
| Ryman  Christianity as dis <F8t Paulon this jonrney. St Poter ]! itholic aristocracy—a sposition t
tinguished from th Itsman Church would eestnrnot to-have “:m!’v. d to the | trim, to pare down promiuen

beging with Pentecost, when **

ers ol v

8ire
me " are rec

orded as being
present. Thess doubtiess returned to
Rome ard brought the first news of
the Gospel message. Bat a Church

m 18 organization and implies at this
time the visit of an Apostle or one dele

gated by an Apostle, and there is no
reason to suppose that this took place
much before A. D. 10 anywhere out-
ide Jerusalem During those first
twelve years the Church had not woke
to the fact of her catholicity and only
Jews were preached to The first
Gentile convert, Corneliug, was pai

haps a Roman, certainly a volunteer
from Italy. baptism had
fixed the catholicity of the Church
God's Providence began to work t«
wards fixing the centre of that Catho

y oon as his

licity at Rome And first, St, Pe
must leave Jerusalem. This was et
tected by the persecution of Herod
Ageippa, in A, D. 11, when, afte
Peter had been miraculously delivered
m prison, we read that he went
into another place I'he end ‘II\
this iourney was Rome, but he probab

ly did not godirectly there He may
have gone now to Antioch and founded
the Church there Probably he wen 1
on to Pontus and the southern shores |
of tha Black Sea, for there alone out

stde of Rome do we find local traditions

I'nere, perhaps, he

Aquila, **a

the spot ‘¢ ubi Petrus prius sedit.”

The Jews in Rome at this time were
a large and powerful body. Reference
to them are constant in all the litera
ture of the time, and it 18 curious to
see how exactly the national character
istics as we kuow them to day existed
then. There were some rich and pow
erful friends of Cicsar, as the Herods
and Agrippa, but mogt were poor and
degpised. They were turbulent and
disorderly, and Cicero on one oceasion,

speaking in the Forum, dropped his
voice 80 that none but the Judges
might hear, while he spoke of hem,
admitting that he did so because he
feared their vengeance (pro Piacco
xxvii This turbulence, as it had
been the cause of his leaving 1

03 !n\nm;:, but to have followed Linus

y making his headquarters at the house
of Pudens I'ais is the tradition, and it
is confitmed by two monuments—
chair of Peter, which was traditionally
supposed to be the natorial chair of
Pudens, given by himn to the apostles,
an idea which ;I'lluuw arose from its
having stood in ['unden’s hous and the
wooden altar of the apostle, which now
forms the high a'tar at the Lateran,
Rome's third cathedral, although a
plank of it remains at S. Padensiana,
in memory of its having stood there so
long

The principal memory connected
with St, Peter in this period in his con
test with Simon Magus. This has been
with legend that it is difli
truth from fiction

t

g0 overlaid

cult to separate but

thera can be very little doubt that
th certain basis of solid history
underlying all the x In A D
ti4 came the gr 1.4m( and the
igequent p el n of the Chris
ti s deseribed by citus, and it will
lend a new intere the 'irst Epistle
of St, Peter if it be read in connection
ith this event, which was the cause
of itg being w He seems to have
t e firesof the Vatican gardens and the
torturers of the Christi vividly
fore his eyes, he writes to encours

Minor to be

the converts in A firm

ution

met Jew born in Pontus when the perse reached ther
Acts xviii., and it may well have The martyrdom of St. Peter himself
been the resolution of this convert t was in A. D. 67 There is no reason
oo to llome with his wife which was | to doubt the truth of e tradition that
the determining cause which induced | he was confine d in the Mamertine, and
Peter to go there al If s0, they | the story of the conve m of his jailers
probably took ship together and came | gives us the reason "v.\}\' the l'nulrvr
to Rome \ was able to possess herself of his chains
Arrived there, Aquila, who wasa|One specially b autiful story of his
tent maker, would seem to have set aj = last days is trequently "“’*”"“:'. ood
his home on the Aventine, where l\\ hen our lLord appeared to 'eter as
Santa Prisca nov marks the b i .h' fled from Rome it was not to re
there probably St. Peter at fir ,,,1“.‘1‘ proach him The idea of the answer
with him v Priscea itself now )“\1 given to the question, ‘' Domine quo
little to to remind us of this| was not 1 to Rome to be
period of olic residence, but last {ru‘wlw lin thy place, butin thy per-
century an oratory was discover .g..\-\ Christ, wh in all His
by with paintings, judged to belong “,E members, was to gpecially in
the fourth centur which mayv well | Peter, his altereg So Peter under
have been th ieginal Church in the | stood it as he turned back rejoicing
houge o v and {scilla, so often | 1t i8 possible that we may have an
m i he P he dig | &llusion to this story in Peter i., 14
covary attracted little attention, v| which as written ju before 1 nax
the pla W wain covered up ar (1\".”” I'he Apostle th v he
l¢ he only record of it being an MS. | knows his doath 18 loss at hand
not y published in the ‘\.mm..\i" according our [L.ord .V‘-»n\ Christ
anta Prisca. how. | also hath signified to me

long ep St. Peter I'he place of the martyrdom was not

@ of the hostility of the | S Pietro in Montorio, but the Circus ot
moved very soon to a little | Nero, close to the present sacristy of

Agnes
the

cnalr,

bayond S

Church, to the place
Ostrian  cemetery
and here he
the essence of a
in magnificent build
the possession of the
Bishop's seat, we may
that here was the first cathe
Weo may still see these,
probably the actual chair
on which St. Pater sat, but the chair,
carved in the solid rock, which was
orected in the second century to com
memorate the fact that he had
had his throne at that spot, and which
and sixth centuries was a
favorite obhjact of veneration to pil-
grims to Rome, who went there to visit

where
Hera he had his
baptized. And
cathedral is not
ings, but in

‘“ecathedra " or
fairly
dral of
not indeed

Nnow I8

since

SRy

ome

once

St. Peter's at the foot of the obelisk
which now stands in the centre of the
piazza. The place where the obelisk
used to be is marked by an inscribed
glab in the pavement. There are some

difliculties in the way of accepting the

tradition that he ws
wards |

crucified feet up
y the truth may
that he begged for it, but was refused.
In that the privilege of
represent our lLord
exactly, first in life

Obhsl
case

and then in death,

would ba more strongly marked. | ington removed, This brought the
There would have been nodifficulty in | Whole case before the supreme tri
obtaining his bodyv, for the law pro- | bunal, to whose final decision all h:]lh

od for this, When it was taken | mitted : peace was restored, reconcilia

from the cross it would be wrapped in
linen and spices and laid in the tomb,

be

Pater to
and to follow Him

perhaps to be the first in Rome to have

the privilege afterwards shared by all

the martyre of having the holy mys-
| teries offered above it, Certainly this
was & custom within the first century,
for we find an allusion to it in Apoc.
vi, 9, 1 saw under the altar the |
souls of them that were slain for the |
word of God.” 'There, then, we may
leave him in his altar-tomb, the centre
for all ages of so much of Chrictian de-
votion, resting, as DPrudentius, a
writer of the fourth century, so beauti-
fully expresses it, ‘* under the feet of
God.”
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M

——
LIFE OF CARDINAL WISE
AN A LESSON IN UNITY,

features ot
were

the Catholic system that
obpoxious Protestants and to
avoid everything that was calculated
to excite I'rotestant hostility. Som:
even leading went go far as
to entertain the guestion of encourag
ing a system that should ignore the
authority of the Pope.

Wigeman came to England to revive
('atholic doctrine and practice after
the true, Roman ancient pattern :

'
Catholics,

to

rouse sleeping and stimulate
and encourage timid Catholics, and

rt their
religion

induce them to a
to practice their
abovejboard, and with all the ceremon
ies and accessories of devotion which
rightfully belonged to them.
['hink cf the opposition which such
a mode of proceeding would natarally
produce. The ‘‘Oid Catholics’
suspicious of this intruder, as he

rights,
openly and

were
WAaS

onsi 1 th h hy B ith
all the 1equisite faculties for the ac
complishment of his work, They
oked upon m a8 a radical and a

1

calculated to

1

dangerous ma increase
Protestent hostility They did not
like his sympathy with and encoura
ment ot the Oxford movement, T
were suspicious of that movement, and
had no faith in the Oxford men.

All tt at trial to the sens
itive nature of Wiseman,but the climax
was reached when his own coadjutor,
Errington, who had at Wiceman's own
request been appointed Ar

3 Wasa &

bishop

with right of  succession, and
who sympathized with the old
party, turned against him Hi¢
was a mau of great ability, and the

biographer gives him credit for being

conscientious and disinterested in his
opposition to the ( ardival's plans, He
was also distinguished for his inde

pendence and great tenacity of pur
pose

Wiseman found that he could
not look for sympathy or co-operation
on the part of Errington, and his con

500M

viction that he was not the man for
the place was confirmed by I igton’s
open and avowed hostility to rh' (

dinal’s new order, t Oblates of St.
Ci : if this order Mauuniong had
been made head, with considerable
power, and he was in entire sympathy
with the Cardinal In this opposition

Car
cretary
his devoted
a majority of the

[oerington carried with him the
ainal’s Viear-General and his
both of whom had
friends, and, in fact,
Council

been

Here, then, they had all the elements
of a successful schism. What saved
the Church from such a dire cal
amity ? Appeal to Rome — the
supreme tribunal and final court
of appeal, with the Ioly Father,
successor of St. Peter, as the supreme

judge. Among Protestants with such
elements—such a combination of talent
and influence on both sides, it would
seem that a schism would have been
inevitable. But in this case the Car
dinal appealed to Romeo to have Err

tions took place, the cause of the Car-
dinal triumphed, and after his death
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