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September is always a very crowded month,
and this year it appears to have been unusuaily
50. larvest in many places was completed early
An unusual event is recorded from not a few
farms—the whole crop threshed right out of the
stook, and the grain and straw despatched right
away, without trouble or delay. In other places
the harvest has been alimost unduly  prolonged
The weather has broken down ; heavy, soaking
rains have fallen, and even where there has been
no rain, the atmosphere has been moist, and there
have been thick fogs. It was bad weather for the
potatoes ; being so close and warm and moist,
disease was almost inevitable, but so far no dead

iy complaints have reached us. I'he truth is the
~rop was so abundant that growers are not at all
sorry to see the bulk reduced. It payvs better to
have a moderate crop and high prices, than to
have a bumper crop and low prices [.ast year's

prices ruled so low that even the bhumper crop,
with little or no disease, failed to yield an ade-
quate profit. Brother Jonathan charitable pol
icy of preventing his own  people from getting
plenty of food at a low rate hit our potato
growers badly They had plenty to spare,  but
Jonathan said, * You won't send them here.”” A
good many were sent, and both the American an:l
the Briton were pleased jut the American would
have been better pleased had he purchased his po
tatoes less the duty, and the Briton could have
sold more F'ree trade in foodstulls helps  every
body and harms nobody It is foolishness  to
hurt oneself in order to maintain a fiscal pelicy
Many would no doubt be tarifi reformers here
if they could see how they are to hit the foreign
and the colonial preferonce holder, and at the

same time not hit themselves in the meantime,
we are having political discussion ad nauseam
I'he bie battle 1s about the Finance Bill,  land

tax, road improvement, agricultural development,
and all the rest of it As an outsider in political
aflairs, what impresses me is the apparent absence
of any definite ideas in the minds of the Govern
ment as to how their policy is to be carried out
What thev mean to do is excellent, but how 1t is
to be done is a thing upon which they have no
sort of fixed notions. The Finance Bill to-day
bears little resemblance to the hill  which  the
Chancellor introduced, and somchow one gets the
impression that the Government is riding  for «a
fall
THE ROAD PROBILICM

RRoads in this old country were never made for
motor traflic The rapid development ol that
kind of traflic has wrought havoc upon our high
ways, and now we are face Lo lace with a pro
posal on the part ol the Treasury to set aside
£50,000 per annum for road maintenance and 1m
provemnent Strange to sa), those in authority
are determined that the making of new roads will
have priority in the matter, and the Parliaunentary
proposal so far is that these new roads will  be

for motor traflic only This is a novel proposi
tion Such a  suggestion has never before been
made in the interests of one scction of the com
munity, and that section a minority \ railway

compary has power to acquire land compulsorily,
but such land is to be used for a purpose in which
the whole community shares Under the road
policy of the Governments, public money is to be
expended and land compulsorily  acquired under
legal sanction, for the accommodation and benefit
of a small portion of the communidy I'his s
unfair to agriculture, and to the vast bhody of the
public who do not use motors and probably
would not care to use them if they could What
is really wanted here is the straightening  and
levelling of existing roads; their treatiment in some
way which will obviate the dust and the mud

nuisance the making of new road sections so as
to avoid carrying motor traflic through congested
areas, and the abolition of dangerous hridges and

corners at bridges, with the fencing and emhank

ing of dangerous roads along hillsides At pres
ent, motorists ruin roads, and do nothing for
their maintenance. What is wanted is a system

whereby thev will be compelled to maintain  and
repair the highways which they so greatly  abuse
Unfortunately, so many of our legislators  are
thenselves motorists that the interests of the gen
eral public are in this rather likely to be  sacri
ficed

The Government, among other things. has in
troduced a bhill for the creation of a Department
of Agriculture for Sootland So the thing s
termed. But, as a matter of fact, what is pro
posed is not a Department of \ericulture at  all
but the transference of certain duaties relating 1o
Scotland, resting on the Doard of Agriculture at

present, to a cub-section of the Scoteh oflice, und

the control of the Secretary for Scotland \ndd
we are expected to  become enthusiastic abhout
this ' Nobody is so, and it is hardlv likely an

bhody will ever become SO To transfer the e

of Scottish agriculture from a hoard whose primg
ary duty it is to look aflter acriculture, to o o
nartiment of State which is already overburdened
and does veryv hadly what <hould bhe its chief cor
is the sort of proposal one expects {o bear  froan

men who are craduating for Bedlnn There i

1o more overburdened department than the Scots
ofMce, and the existing  Secretary of State for
Scotland is conmmonplace to a degree But  tor

the accident of his position, he is the sort of
see occuping a

per-

son whor men might expect to
sccondary position amongz the subordinates anoa
mercantile oflice, It is truly deplorable

acriculture trifled with in Parliaanent
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DREADNOUGITS AND WASTE FHAL DS
I'here is something nelancholy inoawitnessing the

resemblance between ancient Kome  and modern

Britain She  was  husy  damporting  covn o
\frica while the Goths were thundering al hiet
rates We are husy building Dreadnoughts while
our wheat arcas are Ivine waste, and land is go
ine out of cultivation all round One could  see

the folly ol driving people ol the land, but i
micvht be oreater folly to attempt now to rosettle

people on thal same land I'he great question

Would it pay to do so? In man cases 1t wounld
not. but in likely circumnstances something practl
cal could bhe done, and bhoth imdividuals Jdothn
naiian, in its corporate capactl wonthed Brenvedit

ST I s AES

Stock matters haye bheeno very b e hiive
had the autumn ram sales, the aatunin \herdeen
\neus sales, the sales ol several herds ol Short
horns, and one or two public al ol varipus
hinds of horses (Clydesdales are an greatl de

since the bhezinning

mand for export purposes, and
1. 000 head throuch

of the vear we have had about

our hands for export pedigree purposes Ship
ments have been made alimost weekly by hoth the
Donaldson and the Allan line to Montreal (an
ada has been by far the bigoest custoiner Rams
have been selling remavhabiyv o well, cons idering the

low prices ruling for mutton and wool I'he Tat
ter is hardening all the tune and not much com
plaint can be made recarding its price al [resenit
Wit <o far as mutton is concerned, one 1s alimost
driven to the conclusion that people have ceased
to eat it Still, rams of all breeds met a prot
itable trade. and the extraordinary figure of L2450
was reached at Lanark for a Dlackface shearling
ram le was hred in the north of Ireland by H
. M darton, The Bush, Antrim, and his pu
chaser is Charles Howatson, of Glenbuck, who was
the first man in Scotland to pay CIoo Tor a

1
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Dlackface ram I'he \f‘.w“.r on that occasion Wis
Leformer, bred by the late John Fleming [.ow
"loughland, Darvel, Lanarsshire Ihis time Ire
tand  provides  the animal but the ancestry |
wholly Scots The sheep’s sire was hred on Cro

flatt. the next farm to Glenbuck, and ap to a Tew
veans ageo, in Mr. Howatson's hands, also I'he
dam of the ram was bred by Mro Barton, and was
vot by a high-priced ram bred by Messrs. Cad
ZOW, dorland, Digear [Five shearlings bhred by

this firin, at Lanark sale this year, made an ayer
ace of £330 each. Aunother lot from M. 0 Than

iMton's farm of Woolfords, made £19 Sso;o and five
from Glenbuck made £10 X apiece I'he  other
mountain hreed of Scotland, the Chyviots ha e
their headquarters at Hawick, at the foot ol the
Cheviots The Cheviot is not <o hardy  as  the
Hackface, but is a splendid sheep, with the clas:
of wool which makes up into the vel hest ort ol

tweed for centlemen’s weat I'he hichest  price
made by rams of this breed this season was L6
at which firure hoth the ereat Tour year old chiamn
pion sheep TTunhle and his son, I'he White Isnieht
were sold out ol the Tlindhope Tot Curioush
enouch, while Rlackfaces Tor hreedineg puarposes find
a market o lammbs (at Lanark thi vear fally 1
many lambs were sold as shearlings), Cheviots arve

not popular when sold a dimmont that 1 O1e
vear olds I'he reason of this mav be found in
{he necessity for acelimatizing  Dlackfaces atid

therefore the youneer theyv are when put upon
strance grazines, the bhetter

The oreat crossine breed ol Scotland  is the

Border-T.eicoster This yvear, fancy prices W
not in evidence at Ixelso The hichest price
were 110 and €100 and the hivhest averare wias
25 16™ made by a comparatively voung flock

IPF'orsyvtih, at New Smailholhm, Kelso

s, made hy Mr.o Mark
Sunnyveide and i made by Alex . (Croses O f
Knockdon, a West - of Scotland breeder, and also
erant bhreeder of Avreshive cattle In davs  past

the Shroochire seemed Tikelyvy to contest the posi

that of M

Other averaees were 31

tion of the Rorder Teicester as a crossing heep
hut now that phase has passed awayv, and were jt
not for the seal and pertinacity of Tom 1 Buttar
("oraton Coupar- \noue [NARYS Shronshirg would
nese )
cold 35 chearlines at an avernee of CHr 10 9
el whieh iv profte cood. althoueh short of what
Vo Vv Fire heen ohtained in the nast I'h
Oy Tord Tiawn g the ot herner thieey
ol TTe haw nohod Tor north and i et

Gy ely mecd for o amaeatine with haldi-hped oo 10

CONncpierT e

\ 1 Yiva W IR RS R G N 1 e et e |

L vid Fuelamd i 1 he avont h

terent, and the ot

heo seen north  of the Thawend I'hi vear he

FOUNDED 1866

very old breeder, sold five heilers at an average
of L1t Lis. cach; Careston Castle herd, in the
came district, had an average of £12 15s. 1d. for
32 head Mr. DBainbridge, in the North of Tng-
tand, had an averaze ol ¢332 16s. Hd. for 29 head:
in Duckingham, Mr. Bolden,
Dreston, Bissett,  got  £30 15, 6d for 33 head
(e Auchnaguie herd, up in the Derthshire  hills,

re 55 head made L£31 1Ry

and away down

was dispersed, and the
ol an average

We have also had a vreat sale of  Shetland
ponics at Itarlshall, in DPerthshive, where SO of
(hese small ereatures made the splendid  average

wff gy 9 1d. each

A Packer’'s View of the Pork Tariff.

Interyviewed by 0 The Fainnd Vdvoeate "
cardinmg the points discussed e the cditorial, In
clivetive rotection for the Hog-raise w lewd

g pork-packer, whose position on the pork-tarin
guestion differs Trom tnat ol ome other pachers
\}u.mm expressed  the opanton thiat, while an in
crease of duty on ]-ur‘»\ product cominge into Can

ada micht be of some advantage to the Canadian

packer, the present duty of two cents a pound

mich as should e levied, having regcard  for
(he veneral interest;  and that il the production
of hoes in Canada cannot he maintaied  on oo

profitable basis with a duty of two cents a pound
it ig not a sutticiently natural product ol the coun
tryv to he maintained

It is diflicult,
terview I R e l"lll}’l“[!' and  authoritative

remarhed the author of  our

inforination recarding comparalbice wholesale and
retail prices ol hogs and pork in the different
countries. hut the conditions under which  the
trade is carrvied on in these countries are so  dif
conanonly used vary SO
reatlyv, that even ol these prices were hknown, and
could be definitely stated, 1t would not  assist ma
tevially an arriving .at o sound judament

Delieving  tirmly in the policy ol moderate
protection to Canadian radustries, I Tayored the
aeitation which led Lo the tartl on lard and
mieats bong placed on the basis onowhich 1t now
SEISITEE | he solbisn interests ol the packers would
Lhikely bhe turthered by oan added duty,  as  that
wonld presersye to us a greater share of the Cana
tian market Lut, to bhe Ladr to all concerned
two cents per pound  dut is as muach as should
b leviea,  a importing  disteict particularly
those ol the Tar West e ht el they were heing
harshily treated if o hizher rate were established
[0 the production of  hogs  cannot be  profitably
padntamed under the present nmport duty,  then
it is not o sulhcently natural proauct  of o the
country to deserve to be maintained

I'he underly ine principle assoctinted with
sound bhusiness have not received sutlicient atten
tion 1n the discussions ol the question in recent
Vears [ nder unrestricted competitive conditions,
trade in arny article sooner or later finds 1ts na
tural level I'he nportant question is not as to

relative prices in another countrey, but, Is  the
husiness, in the country concerned, being operated
under artiticial or natural conditions ? What is

agreement,

to be Teared s that, by combimation o
or by some form ol understanding, or  through
acitation founded upon an untrue conception ol
the facte, artibicial relation may be estanlished
which not only destroy inttiative and effort, bhut
ire the cause of tair play beinz denied to all
vlentitied with the andustrs IT no such untoward
conditions exist, bhut business is being carried on
under free and open competition, it ma) he taken
tor granted that, in any lengthened period, every
one connected with the industry will receive a fair
share ol the profits that accerue
“IPor years the packing industry has  been
under fierce criticisim, and men have honestly be
Heved that some improper relations ol an unna
tural character were heing established by packers,
which denied to the producer of hogs his fair pro

portion of protit I have believed that all  sud h
suspieions and represontations are untrue I have
believed that they have heen responsible for unnd
tural and unwise avitation, and that because ol

them, men have turned from the consideration ol

how to produce hovs profitably, and have spent

mch energey quiring how they could bhe relieved
rorm nnaginary  evils
Remedy should not e soucht inoan inerease
of duty, nor hy avitation that the producer Ol
hoes 185 not securing hi fair share, but hy an
honest examination into the cost of the produd
tion of hoos I'he price at which hogs will he
old, il determined as it has been in the  past,
Vil hae on the whaol on the  =coundest basis,
iamel I apen, unrestrictod competition 11
e business of raisine hog will not hear examl
pation and show protitable resolt inder such con
dition Homeans that it not a natural or
Bealthy basiness for fhe Canadian farmer, and he
Bould he neithoe coliled, consed or cocveed anto
ttteraptine 1o raise ho wvieh 16 awilll nal e
(S tor prodie 1T on the other hand, the pro-
Mietion ol how el ach eonditions is a proft
L R T R N LT 1 period ol vem 1t SEeTs
MECTSTR 1yt doabile trade Tot Canada
| Tt ey I i ] il o] e ot tesation
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