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the river’s bed ; luckily it was nearly dry
but his bones were almost broken, and the
bauk was so steep that he could find no way
to get out, Then the old fox came once

more, and scolded him for not following his

advice, otherwise no evil would have be
fallen him, Yet,” said he, “I cannot
leave you here, so lay hold of my tail and
hold fast.” Then he pulled him out of the
river and said to him as g
bank wur brothers have set watch 1
vou if they find you in the kingdom.”
he dressed hiwself as a poor man, and cue
veretly to the king’s court, and was scarcely

rot upon the

k

within doors when the horse began t
and the bird to sing, and the prix
off weeping.  Then he went to the king and
told him all his brothers’ roguery, and they
were seized and punis and he had the
princess given to him again ; and after the
king’ his kingdon

A long whil walk one
day in the wood, and the old fux met bin

and besought him with tears in his eyes tc

kill hit and cut off b And

at last he did so, and he fox
d into a man, and turned out

rof the princess who had hee

L many years

-

SUSIE REDMAYNE, OR THE BITTER

CRY.
Bu ( tabel )
Yet ver their short-lived happis
there  hunga cloud. They could not

Brown was a great power iu Piper's
Cour She ad known better days. M
f the women there knew that in compari
on with themeelves, she was a lady,  They
said it was b he had lived among f
1 t t differ hat
people \ flerence A

she was a true Christian, A Christian w
cannot be coarse or vulgar Some
d at her, and many were teful te
Still she kept on her
aceful, and kept her light
burning, alth he dwelt in a dark place

When Bessie had doue what she could for
the little Redmaynes she went back to her
room, which looked cozy and cheerful in
contrast with the desolate one she had left
She balf wished she had taken the children
with her, but then there was the father to
be considered

small ways

Ralph and Susie were weary and sleepy,
and fain to ereep to their comfort Is
But still they sat and waited, half ing
and half fearing their father wounld 1€

“Is that father ? Shali I hide in bed 1" said
Susie, as she laid her trembling hand on her
brother’s arm.,

“Yes, father’s coming,” said Ralph, a
sound of uncertain footsteps came nearer
“but never mind, perhaps he won't be cross

Cuarrer IL—THE WAY OF LIFE IN PIPER'S
COURT,

The door was pushed open and Richard
Redmayne walked or rather tottered into
his desolate home,

He had been a man of fine presence and
great respectability, but he had fallen
throughstrong drink.

There was still an indeseribable air of re
finement about him, though his coat hung
in tatters and his face was red and hloated
An ordinary acquaintance, who had known

him when his wife was living, would hardly |

have recogn’zed the wreck that he now was

In the early part of his married life he
was a prosperous coach-painter, and showed
signs of artistio talent,  He was then a happy
and hopeful man,

But things had gone hardly with him, he
had lost his wife, to whom he was fondly
attached, and he had lost part of his trade
without much fault of his own

It seemed an easy way to purchase forget.
fulness by taking spirits, At first a friend,
seeing him low-spirited, had prevailed upon
him to take just a little to do him good.

False friend, and a false step leading to|

an unknown abyss !

The transition frowa a lonely honse with a
grumbling housekeeper and a fretting, deli-
cate baby, to agin-palace appeared too pleas.
ant to be resisted, and he L-Il an easy prey
to the arch-fiend of strong drink.

The youngest son fell to the bottom of | “ He

* | chair, I
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, Ralph, what hast thou earned to- | He was quickly on the alert to make the
day 1" said Redmayne

he stumbled into a best of things ; and he could manage house
1d matters More economically than many
“ Nothing, father ; I couldn’t get anything  housekeepers, for necessity had sharpened

to do, his wita,
Ralph awaited what might follow with| The sight of the shilling was a real joy to
the calm courage tl good conscience hia n
gives, I in the narrow street ad
A heavy blow, then a crash followed [ urt were very accommo
little table with the few things|dating

e had carefully placed in rea If y

ald her father requir f
supper, were strewn in fragments aron
wretched room t

ou could have

re them

g W
best breakfast out of the shillin
an important matter
1 a coin of such val

Susie erept in silence to bed and pressed for)
the coverlet int t

er mouth to preveut her
to her father

lmayne roused himself from the

He was too miserable | he torpor of his sleep he wag very thank
ppened to himself. Only |f ve a break fast on the table that would
for Susi ake lie boped his father would a little the uing thirst from whic
t strik m v f
Here, voung n, g k He k at he already felt like aged
bring some rum atu hard Rediayn an, although he was not forty ; and he
held out ash g, w e hoy promptly | kuew a that t
and | y snatching a jug 1 i1 k f
xeen I 1 I ra
' Al g1 w t ate | made » Litt
le haste He was an ohedient boy, and J ig
nxiety to satisfy his father he f er it
hie hf treet lina N oW v
il at every st ] f I y t hiu
Ral; anxiety | ! his "
alaces had closed, ar had to return wit { his boy ; tor he s A
| his shilling aud his em Ly j rited his motl n anud sta
1 | va now a y of cha v J i
n ld procur 1 pae
Ia " e 1 I \ ' b6 66 YOR ¢
Ralpt to hiwself many tin 1 U mother w Ving 7 but the tone
e sl d teps, “I would ra n it no sha I hope
ar an home, and [ would ru . REM EROwY 1 ! T
AwWay A 1 hilling. W ! hoping only t g
" 13 ] r and i Al ver tu | peagain
need They have for breakfast “A ' said Redmayne, as if he were
'hen there i the jng ew it away it} ving i IV‘ “if thy mother had A}
would be mear A Susie, wi we L have had a ha py and comforta
far mor t me than th ¢ things O home
Susie I never will be a coward and lea » When I a big boy,” said Ralph, cheer
1e with father, Perhaps mother | fully, and bis eyes were lit up with
s AN 1l y for i b \J itht w
A} t Jout
ked u 1 and I shal rn lot
v atm hit hall be a W
limly a few far T

He King e
fown tod e
o8 | wd Susie ed her eyes wide when she

| saw that there really was bread and butter
t0 ho cause ¢ , and the

and hot coffee for break fast

Children are acute observers,and although
went home for conscience sake, and the f her father she
hle £ of a mind at peace with itself was|kvew that she could trust him in his present

<hilling, and the broken jug
There was One above who knew that h

1sie was generally afraid

|given to him

Very quietly Ralph opened thedoor. H
hardly knew what he dreaded, but if a lion
had been there he could searcely have feared
it more. A presentiment haunted him that

She climbed upon his knee, and stroked
i s, aud put her arms round his
¢ had been the best of fathers to

he was treading on a erisis.  Quietly too he So readily does childhood accept the stray
crossed the fluor and laid the shilling on the |*unbeams that cross its path. Her father
mantel shelf returned her caresses, and enjoyed her love,
A piece of tallow candle was burning in |eud wis' 2d as sincerely as her elf that things
e socket of a shaky tin candlestick ; its |could be always like that.
ckering light was enough to show to Ralph Yet at that very moment, in the midst of
that the heavy sleep of a drunkard had laid | his remorse and shawe, and the love that

its merciful hold upon his father, and that |$till remained for his children, the craving
not vet had the dreaded crisis come for strong drink held him so powerfully in
tichard Redmayne had never struck its iron grip, that could have sold himself
helpless children quite unprovoked. into slavery that he might gratify the desire
this depth of brutality he bad not a little longer
seended Jut not the less certainly did| So full of contradictions is the character
Ralph know thatday by day he came nearer | of 8 good-natured drunkard,
toit. To a sensitive and imagioative child,| When the humble meal was finished Rulph
who is yet brave and true, the shadow of a|returned thanks reverently, and quickly
coming sorrow is a greater torment than the |got himself ready to go out to seek some
trial itzelf, work
The flickering candle died out, a+d Ralph| Inthe meantime Richard Redmayne slunk
groped his way to Susie’s bed that he might |away, saying that it was time he wasat work
kueel there and say the pravers his mother| Then Ralph went to Susie and kissed her
had taught him. It scemed a more holy |and tried to comfort h
and sacred place, and amore fitting place f
prayer, beside t

He was deeply
innocent child than near to leave her alone,
the degraded father been more tender

Then the iuvisible hand of sleep wrapped | “Now,
him up, and mercifully, for a few hours,
shut out from all eyes the horrors of a
darunkard’s home !

d that he was obliged
No mother could have

isie, be a little w
Ralpk, “and I won’t stay a minu
an | can help. Just think that
the mistress and 'm the master,
The morning dawned chill and cheerless [to earn the money, and you k «
in Piper’s Court; and much misery and|tidy, and have the kettle boili iz
poverty were awakened from unrefreshing | when I come in. [ feel as thovgh I <h
t'umbers t lots of things to do to-day, aad we’ll have
There were cracked windows and rickety |such a jolly little dinner to surselves ; for
doors that let in not only the keen wind but | likely enough father will not come near us
| also the snow it carried along with it, Aud |any more till bedtime,”
what was worse it blew its icy breath u\w-r‘l talph thought he would try the station
scant breakfast talles, and penetrated thin |to-day ; and just as he ran up out of breath
{garments that were only fit for mild|an old gentleman emerged from the crowded
‘uvallu r. doorway, carrying in his hand a small port
Ralph was the first to awake in the cold | manteau
[rooms which the Redmaynes called home.| “Ple

sir, can I carry it for you?” and

)
elth
(

3

the tones of the boy were so eager that the
gentleman couldn’t help looking at him.
He preferred carrying his own bag, but he
had a kind heart and he couldn’t disappoint
the hoy

Un arriving at the door of his home t
Id gentleman, being a little curious to kuow

a fa boy this was, said

“ Well, what do you expect me to

give

g you like,” e
boy. There was

p though he pre.
ended to loo

“Thank y

said the boy, and wasabout

run off
7 ntin
- -
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FHE SABBATH SCHOOL LESSON,
I
HE NER INVITATION —1saiah lv, i.ii
Thi bject matter of these verses
vell be ealled a gracious invitation
1ore ¥ wWe exan the text the
the invi nappear.

in view the faet
Creator, Preserver, and
uiverse and is adres-ed to

a t this Divine authority

t th free, full and

Ho every o1

y without money and

» one is excluded no
or many | s o1
0 he may hav cked hims
{ be too poor to buy the best
reasures in God’s storehouse, see also Rev,
i,17
1 is not given
g y, bu ed in the most
: words of heaven and
scends to argue with

rebellious creatures ; * Wherfore do

pend mooey for that which is not
read” God does not invite us to come
back to Him hesitatingly, with fear and
rembling, but He promises usin advance an
\ ant pardon such as the father gave
to the Prodigal Son,

Third,—The offer of pardon isbuta small
part of this gracious invitation, It is only
ary preliminary to the ratification of

y

A nece
AN EVERLASTING COVENANT
etween God and the sinner.  Thiscovenant
ichis called in the third verse of our lesson
The sure mercies of David” is eternal in
its very nature because it is unconditional
and does not therefore depend upon man’s
nature, which i autially changeable, In
the previous covenant with Israel in the
wilderness God promised to bless the people

» leng and only so long as they
remained  faithful” to  Him, but in
this covenant with David this condition
is expressly excluded (see Ps. Ixxxix,
3,4, and 27-37.) David is here identifii d
with Christ the Son of David in whom Gd
has an everlasting covenant with all
believers, indeed the covenant made wih
David inclu’'ed and foreshadow the
covenant with Christ, as David was a type of
Christ, and it was in Christ that the covenant
with David was to be fulfilled, In this
eternal covenant God charges Himself not
only with the duty of providing an atone-
ment for sin but also with the work of
deliveriug the sinner from the chains of sin,
He promises to be the finisher (or perfecter)
as well as the author of our faith “ Working
in us that which is well pleasing in s
ight through Jesus Christ”, Heb, xii. 2 and
xiit 21 This promise God will perform hy
writing His laws on our hearts (Jer xxi. 31
) by changing our hearts by the
power of His Holy Spirit so that we will
love God’s law iustead of loving sinful
pleaures, It is this gift of the Holy Spirit,
which our Saviour declared to be more
valuable to his disciples than even Hiz own
personal presence, that is offered so freely in
1e first verse of our lesson. The water which
offers is living water, and wearetold in
39 that this water of life is the

A Sabbath School class could scarcely
spend an hour better than in looking up and
comparing the different forms in which
God’s invitation to sinners isgiven and the
promises by which that invitation is backed,
The lesson might well conclude with the
question at the beginning of the second verse
“ Wherefore 7 8te.
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