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Winning the Wilderness SS&Ü
(Continued from page 14.) and cerulean blue overall* Uke mine, blossoms dulled e trifle.

Thalne was standing beside her ond he’ll drudge along In » alow down on a slab of shale to a
now. gcrap wltil the soil till the soil geta effect of the shadow

"1 mean IL Has anybody asked •̂• Thalne added. "Are you still looking for a letter
do you specially—to be your very particu- -£dke It got your father," Leigh that will bring Prince Quippl back?" 

to sell and help iar escort?" . commented. Thalne Aydelot aaked as he climbed
alfa need a Ml " "Oh, yes. The very nicest of the ..Qh he* Just one sort of a man by Up from the rough etream bed to a seat

brought the first load crowd." Leigh's eyee were shining htmeeif," Thalne declared. “A pretty beelde her.
y Where'S ITncle now. "But I’ve reiused him, ahe good sort, of course, else Id never 'I'm watching tile effect of sunshine
trvine not to let added. have recommended him to be my fath- and Bhadow on the sunflowers," Leigh

heart s2w Useff in hie "Who was HT" sr. Good-by. HI see you across repU6d.
"Thalne Aydelot, and 1 reiuaed him the crowd tomorrow." "it will be shadow if you wait much

It waa good taste for me to He turned at once and left her. longer. The clouds are gathering now
If It’e hla laat day at home- -The Cottonwoods” was a picturesque and we muet atari home."

and—oh, 1 forgot what I was going yjttle grove grown In the last decade “Then I muet be 
to say.” about a rocky run down which In the a lovely, lazy

l In the -l wish you wouldn't make a Joke epringtlme a full etream swept There Some time I’m going to 
bile ahe of it. anyhow. TeU me why you are was on|y a liltie ripple over a atony those bluffa, away off

so unkind lo an old neighbor and life- bed naw wltll fallow pools lost In "Let’s go up now," Thalne eug-
to take that long pal," Thalne Insisted. the deeper basing here and there. The geeted.
ter than to But Leigh made no reply. greases lay flat and brown on the level "But

prairie about It Down the shaded 
valley a light, cool breeze poured

adily. Beyond the etream a gentle «i drive up. 1 know a trail
slope reached far away to the foot of throu the bruato. Let me drive you 

your buggy Why the three headlands—the purple up, Leigh. It won't take long. There 
ed to make all the notche6 of Thalne Aydelot’e childhood something worth seeing up there," 

y you?" Leigh had fancies. Thalne insisted.
beelde the rustic seat, Tiie day wae Ideal. Such deys come "Well, be quick, Thalne. We’ll get 

i*h back. sometimes in a Kansas August. The lnlo trouble If we are late," Leigh de-
•Becauae it la the laat t"me. Because young people of the Graae Itiver 

we’ve known each other since child- neighborhood had made merry half of 
been playmate*, chume, the morning In the grove, and as they 
ecauee 1 am going one gathered for the picnic lunc* someone 

you anott n at d our paths called out:
en more and more, and be- "j0 Bennington, where's Thalne 
oh. Leigh, because I want Aydelot? Great note for him to ^Mary windings.

appear when this Charitj Ball waa »What a shadowy road," Leigh said. 
&-> executed mainly for hlm. And Me ttat cllfl dropping down be-
her "Better ask Todd Stewart. ^ Hes yORd thet turn How CouM there be
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aay a word,"
"Thank 
beginning to 
though. How could 
•long without Uncle

because
going too. It'a 
e here, though, 

the top ofself downrew him 
e Leigh’,

It’s too late. 1 mustn't keep 
the crowd waiting," Ijelgh Insisted. 
"It's a stiff climb, too.”

ifth
he said to himself. "Leigh!’' 

the Lord, the worried look ia "Tell me why you insist when 
leave Uncle Jlm’e face, the rules you are due to an 

get prettiest girl In the crowo 
wagon and Into 

little seed to be worth so aren't you eatiefi 
much, but it's the beginning of con- other boys env 
quest," Leigh said as Thalne took the risen and stood 
bills from her hand. "And it’e a much her arm across ite hi

i?

£ ~

didl n
more hopeful business to reclaim from 
booms and weeds than from this lonely 
old prairie as it was when Uncle J 
and your father first came here.” comp

"It Is just the same okl pioneer way and 
spirit, though, and you are fighting a may wjd 
mortgage Just like they fought loneli- cfuwe 
ness, and besides, Asher Aydelot had y0„..
Virginia Thalne to help him to keep H# ,eaned agalnat the ba-.k of 
his courage up." eeat and gently put one hand on

A sudden flush deepened on hie rod- ann 
dy cheeks and he continued: Tbe yellow August eunahine lay oo

"Of course you are going to the . ^ pralrte8 beyond the rlv 
nlc? You'll have to start early. <ne ^ ^read 

oodish way to The Cotton- ,ne 
The Sunflower Ranch needs

hi'th noon. Ill drive over In the I 1 Advertising is worse than useless It the goods are not as strong

I'^ssrjss&sssisr^ w*preempted before you get there. | rity and Bee When writing, say

''""Mt.’S-ü. Ibat 1 hope won't bo." j1 '» *'*™ «"I

The trail up the steep 
ed Its way back and forth through the 
low timber that covered the sides of 
the bluffs, and the two In the buggy 
found themselves abut away In Its

slope twist- came upo 
• packag 
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m hood and have 
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nd ***"! tried to do It and failed," Todd my fairy land when I 
,” Thalne replied. "I came 

and explored it myself."
ketohing
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each made 
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her search, 
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waters wouft's a g 
w ood* '

sometime, 
meet overhe 
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In Ohio. I remember them yet, 
though 1 was eo little when I left 
there,” Leigh «aid, turning to Thalne.

He shifted the reins, and throwing 
his hat in the buggy before him, he 
pushed back the hair from his fore-

Sï-ÆT, K th. UM^ UPd.r . ££•<. -W»'. -J-*■“ he*,d,». will y«

ilnute. It wa, 1er pltt to make play „! lisht and «h«do»_ The clover j, „„„ home! 1 didn't n«k
t about her while eb' followed sod at their feet was soft and ere ■. don,t went him to go, do wouldn't wait long

will unflinching. The The big golden sunflowers hung on f°u do that M , knew well enoug
hreexe had blown the golden edges of their stalks along ®f îï! "Ôh I don’t care especially. I'm wouldn’t Don’t be mad at
her hair Into fluffy ripples about her lawn, and overhead the Kolng away myeelf, but not to the Please dont, he pleaded,
forehead and the deep bhie of August emnmer breezes In the cottonwoods 6”»S J going tlU papa’s "Why. I'm glad If you really want
IkÏÏwaT reflected 1n her eyes, made a music like pattering rain- Unlvejlty but Imjot gorngt pap ^ ^ ^ wHh ^ ^ you n.t
shaded by thetr Long brown lasbee. drops Under their ewK bough . ,fl def<^lMl we stay have stayed away this morning.
Thalne f*t watching her every mo ixdgh Shirley stood, » fair, eweeit girl. ehî- Todd question- "1 did It on purpose. I knew Todd
tion as he always did when he was And nothing in the languorous beauty hem wouldn’t 1M the chance
with her. »f the midsummer afternooc could depends." Jo replied. neither If I let him have It.”

■Well?" Leigh looked up with the have been quite eo pleasing without <xnirse it does Wlhat Is It, and "You let him have It merely because
Ami what’s to hinder your her preeence there. wh depands UT Jo, I'll help you you didn’t want the chance today,

getting the pretty girl you want if She looked down ** ThalneS big defend youreelf " Your kindness will be your undoing
ahe understands and you are ewlft brown h»n<j resting handaîme Thalne Aydelot bounced down from some day," Leigh said, with a smile
enough to cut off the enemy from a ûrm, and then up to Ms nanoeome ^ i,*o the midst that took off the edge of sarcasm,
flank movement?" face. for of the conur.ny and became at once Thalne said nothing In response and

• The girl herself," Thalne replied -jt wouM ool y make “5 ?o’s eswtlby common consent. they climbed slowly to the top of the
"Serious! Tregioal! Won't pou tor everrbodT tjo.TmeK*n{.f^, "No., !«•'« worth Uvlok, Thtine'» blur. »n<l stood ot l.rt on the cre,t ot

give me that clwome-yellow tube by bmtan to pull Ute Herr- Lef« hare dinner," the boye lhc. „,td<llp heedlenr ____
your elbow there!" Lellth reached lor lifted tÎÎ? ^o w“ that lay ureed. . , Below them lay "The Cottonwoode*
the paint and thetr hands met. petals from a tmy mmllo ra a^ nol Sblriey, lault that and ,he winding stream .bone

"Say, little Sketohor ol Thine», will ™ •e*‘.T?%,«re no an«er Thalne should be placed between »« course, marked by the dark green Une
you be missing me when 1 go to school Th-no you remoniber and Jo at the spread of good things of ^robber
next month? Or will your art «ad “ ^we^ind to send to to e*t; nor Jo’s planning that she R|ver far ^ southeast. To the 
your ranch take all your thoughts?* the tog should be between Thalne and Todd weetwerd a wonderful vista of level

"I wish they would, but they wont. Prince Quippl, one* Stewart. But nobody could be unbap- pralrlr ^read endlessly, wherein no
Leigh aaid. Th„.will help to fill up ,””1. mna tome. Ilhe re.llJ py today. _ flneol ahnOber, marked a water-
the time, though." straight froot ked in the late afternoon the crowd coura, nor tree rose up to break the

"Leigh, may I bring you home tm * WM lo ^ him strolled to couples and quartettes and drcle of th#1 horlxon. Over all this
morrow night? I’m going away the iov«*1 him and you knew It groups up and down the plctureeque vaKt p]ain the three headlands stood
next day. and I won’t see you any that you loved nmi «m you ^ ^ M aentlnei,. m the west the sun-
more for a long time." would ®riEg Thalne had been wkh Jo from the llghf had pi,rc<Ki a heavy cloudbank

•Mo. you may not." L*lgh replied, never cun . prlnoea have of moment of Me coming and Lelgh was and WM pouring through the rift In
looking up. and her sunny >c* fra™ed 'l„ said with a little tough glad coat she had not yielded to Me one broa<1 ah*rt of gold rnlet from
hy her golden brown hair wa» win dotog. Mgn rta0|d requeet of the afternoon before She ek tQ ejtrth pUIvl, and silver and
Bomaly pleaelng. . . eunflower I’d know you had become a Utile separated from the bufnt umber, with green and grey and

"Why ne*. Leigh? Am I too late? aetto me a ««flower i o company as she followed a trail of ° 'r * blended all In the
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