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A great famine prevails among the fur- 
mers in the three prefecture* of Fu- 
kushima, Miyagi, and Iwate, in the cast- 
ern part of the main land of Japan. The 
agricultural population, numbering over 
one million, arc practically starving, and 
the weather is intensely cold. The gov
ernment is taking relief

NOTE AND COMMENT. Fhe schoolgirls of San Francisco have 
taken kindly to the bareheaded habit. 
The school and health authorities en
courage it. Dr. Regan, health officer. 
*«>•": "Hv going without hats the girls 
are les» liable to catarrhal troubles, sore 
throat, coryza and the other numerous 
ailments the child is exposed to. 
strongly in favor of sending 
school without hats. Let 
strengthened bv the nir and sunlight.” 
The bare-headed habit is rapidly coming 
into favor among the schoolgirl* of
Ottawa. ♦

Miss Annie R. Taylor, who has recently 
returned to London from Tibet, whither 
•he accompanied General Macdonald a*
a nurse on a recent expedition, is «aid to 
be a woman of rare initiative and execu
tive ability. Tn order to learn the langu
age and customs of the country, with a 
view of irtilizing her experience in prose 
euting Christian missionary work in Ti 
bet. she has spent the last eignr year* as 
a shopkeeper on the borders of the For- 
bidden Land. From her little store ; t 
Yatong she has dispensed not only hard 
ware, cloth, and medicine, but has 
ceeded in starting manv 
Oospels on their initial way. One of her 
Gospel*. is said to have reached the Dalai 
Lama himself. So far as she knows. „P 
to the present time her own servants n*-e 

lv Tibetans who have yet been con-

Crimes by absinthe drunkards are be
coming so alarmingly frequent in Switzer
land that the pres* is urging the authori
ties to check the sale of the liquor, which 
may lie bought at almost any village measures.

the girls to 
the hair beMr. Arthur Sherwell, in his “Drink 

Eminent Babylonian explorers sav that Peril in-Scotland.” has a chapter on the
the multinlieation table which the Rabv growth of alcoholic insanity in Scotland.
Ionian child lmd to commit to memory Having traced this growth of insanity to
extended to thlry times thirty, and that alcoholism, lie produces the terrific fig
he was easily conversant with two lan- urea that, while the population has in-
images beside his own. The schoolrooms creased since 1858 hut 49 per cent., :naun-
liave been discovered, and to-hiv it is ity has increased 180 per cent,
possible to exnmine the school book», the 
tablets With the arithmetic lessons still 
legible upon them.

According to the Congregational Year- 
Book there are in the British Isles 
Congregational churches, each having a 
membership of a thousand or upwards. 
The largest in England is Lvndhurst-mad, 
Hampstead. 1.234; in Scotland, Trinity, 
Aberdeen, with its Mission church. 1.140. 
The church having the largest membership 
in Wales is that at Cwnman. Glamorgan
shire, 633; in Ireland, that 
Bridge, Belfast. 450.

A feature of the union of the Baptists 
and Free Baptists of New Bruns'vjck is 
the eonsoVdntion of the Religious Intelli
gencer (Free Banti«t) and the Messenger 
and Visitor (Rantiet). nn.lcr the 
The Maritime B'ptist. Thp editors 
Rev. Dr. Black and Dr. McLeod, former 
editors of thp consolidated papers. The 
firr.n<Tpm(»nt is a good one and the read
ers are to be congratulated.
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copies of the

A Christian Science friend writes us
X (keek woman emnloyerf ,h. Am,,.. „,t" IfTmvMr' TjT"?

pirn TTmoitll in Ce,,rea. Turkey. ™ ^ Ï
«tirr-l hy a revival. She .traiehtwnv JZbU ’ *° deep without a
■~««l leave to vi.|t , woman whoo, .he °ÏÏ!,±" iTaT^." " fv™ » “7 
hn.l in Hired and tn whom .he had not in awh,> îl™ â ' » , *"? *,t,r «"d- 
HonWn foe ten rear.. When .he tanked np,d °ff. "'"P ”"d wne
through the snow three or four miles to “bon the use of opium
ask her “enemy’s” forgiveness, her rela- "flCrw*rd§. Me should not hesitate tn
fives were sure she had gone daft. But £p<'£Tnmen<1 the rending of that profound
the next day. when she eame hack to the »OoR as a cure for insomnia, even when
hospital she said. “We made neaee and coml'hened with the morphine habit. \n

* eoporifle it is invaluable.

verted to Christianity.

Tn urging the sacredness of the Lord's 
Day a preacher used this story: “It 
to pass that a man went to market having 
on his shoulder 
copper coins i 
strings and carried on 
ing a beggar erring fo 

r creature six

1er a string of several large 
(Chinese coins are strung on 

the shoulder). See- 
r alms, he gave thethat stone in 

is practical
heart is gone." That 

of the Christ life.living of his sex-en coins. Then
the beggar, instead of being grateful, 
up behind the kind man and 
seventh coin also. What

The Ministerial Selection Committee at

n pastor was chosen to take up the work 
that Dr. Watson has so lately left. With 
t i-s endm Vl>w pre v hers are being in- 
DfPd „Sefion. Pi,rk 0n Sunday the
a eV«tT" P' 17n,ln‘ nf TTu1*1 ** to Preach, 
nn the four following Sundays the Rev 
Dr Armstrong Black, late of Toronto, 
nnd on the last Sunday of December the 
Rev. Professor Stalker. D.D. Dr. Wat- 
"on is to preach on the first two Sun 
dnys of the

stole theThe Empr sa Eugenie is still engnve ’ - n
her memoirs, to the completion of which 
she devotes most nf her leisure moments 

is written it is placed 
and not ex-en her most 

iptimate friends are allowed to see it. The 
work is npt to he published until twentv- 
five years after her 
uses in writing 
monds, which

-exen n com also. What an abominable 
wretch. Acs; but in saving this von 
condemn yourself. You receive from the 
hand of the gracious God six davs. vet
you are not content. The seventh’ also 
you steal!” This is just what the wor
shipper* of Mammon are doing in their 
effort to secularise the Sabbath. They 
want tn deprive men and women of the 
rest and worship provided for them hv 
the Creator through the Sabbath, and they 
want to rob God of the honor and glory 
which belong to Him ns Lord of the Sab 
bath. Before they are through with their 
nnholv contact they will find that such 
work does not pay,

Chinese students continue to
hers to Janan for such study as will 

better fit them for participation in the 
more promising life of the near future in 
their native country. The North China 
Herald of October the 20th. savs; “It Ins 
long been foreseen that whenever 
order of things 
China. Christians would be to the fore. 
This is inevitable. There 
ideals of life and duty connected xrith or 
ox-olved from Christianity that Christian* 
cannot but take a Prominent part in all 

of aH deve- 
Tn connection with these 

words the Herald chronicles the departure 
from Canton of nuite a number of C'iineen 
on the next steamer for Janan. all of 
whom are Christian 
range from niete to 
have go*'" to Janan to s*udv for four 
years in Christian schools at. their own ex
pense nr the expense of relatix-es. The 
Christian people of Canada have a gœd 
opportunity to help on the nrnm:*ing life 
that seems to he coming to China hv 
treating well the Chinese who have come 
to this eonntrx-—giving them the Gospel 
and affording them an onoortunitv to get 
an education and learn the English lan
guage.

As soon as s nage 
under lock and kev

death. Her Malestv 
a penholder set with dia- 

was used by the fourteen
representatives in signing the treaty nf 
Paris in 1858. and was gix-en to her as
a memento. new year.

A IWI Koeletv MMon.ry in Kamernn. nf 
w.-t Afriea. write, to hi, .orietv: "For |,a« I„,l üh?™. 1 t *fip!d. {“Wit""»,
•nroi" timn T have been drenh’nrT a remte«t rnilr.r mn«t with ni-mn tn,vthe J'ak
for teacher, from the Ndtwnmakitmalt elan anTfricnrf àÆ v ‘ S1””11:
tribe, composed of 58 .mailer tribe,. The nLlr fl.tZnl ll,e„N<'"f'"m'H»nd and 
renneet hn« nn, been made, and the pen- theTaeL,. n xr
pie are verv mttrh in earnest. They ,av Dimenn the anther l'V N,,rmil,n
they hare been made tn wait three rear.. he!™ aeromnh h Î i °Uh’ h'™'f, "J*

«eke. are ,o ,lnw to ,lv, the., privile,,, ,rJ,™dT,. ÎLt h. ^ J* ,he
to their 1„, favored brethren of mankind. rWd'™ th"1 he '» ”"al'le to avert.

The victory won by Japan over Russia 
in the recent bloody war. is haxnng far 
reaching results. One of these is the re
storation to Finland of the national

go in large
more than cor-

should he established in

are so manv

Here is a Paragraph from a xvriter in 
the London Christian which furnishes food 
for thought: “On account of its mas*, its 
unity, its high possibilities of intellect, 
its resources, its immensity. China is per
haps the vastest burden, and 
magnificent onoortunitv. now laid upon 
the shoulders of the Church of God. If 
the Chinaman is not tamed hv conversion 
to the Christian faith—Sir Robert Hart 

y sums up tl 
terror to the

progress and bo the leaders 
lonment.”

rights which she enioyed for manv years 
and of which she was ruthlessly deprived 
hv the Russian autocracy two x’ears ago. 
The Czar's decree restores Finland to its 
old position of a Grand Dutehy, with the 
Czar ns Grand Duke, and makes it an au
tonomous province as before the seizure of 
power by the Russian Government. If 
the plan is carried out, the Government 
will be ns democratic ns that, of Great 
Britain. A parliament elected by univer
sal suffrage, with a ministry responsible 
to the parliament and the people, is an 
liberal a government as it is possible to 
have with order and safety. All then "de
pends on the people themselves.

the most s. and whose n"-«s 
fortx\ These Chinese

thus pmetienll 
will became a 
ed world.” Sir Robert Hart’s long re*id- 

opportunities he 
character of the 

to his words. 
Christian na

tions of the world is to Christianize China.

the matter—he 
_ whole civiliz-

enee in China and the 
enioyed for ganging the 
people, gives importance 
The great work before the
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