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Crimes by absinthe drurkards are be-
coming so alarmingly frequent in .lelm:~
lind that the press is urging the authori.
ties to check the sale of the liquor, v‘vhi«-h
may be bought at almost any village
shop.

Fminent Babvlonian explorers say that
the multinlication table which the Rahe-
lonian child had to commit to memory
extended to thiry times thirty, and that
he was easily conversant with two lan-
muages beside his own, The echoolrooms
have heen discovered. and  todav it is
nossible to examine the school hooks, the
tahlets with the arithmetic lessons still
legible upon them.

A feature of the vnion of the Bantists
and Free Bantists of New Brunswick is
the consolidation of the Religions Tntelli-
eencer (Free Bantist) and the Messenger
and Visitor (Bantist). wnder  the name,
The Maritime Bantist, The editors are
Rev, Dr. Black and Dr. MeLeod. former
alitors of the eoncolidated papers. The
arransement is a good one and the read-
ers are to he congratulated.

A Greek woman emnloyed in the Ameri-
ean Hosvital in Cesarea. Turkev, was
stirred by a vevival. She straightway
sked leave to visit a woman whom she
had injured and to whom she had not
snoken for ten years. When she trndged
throngh the snow three or four miles to
ask her “enemy’s” forgivencss, her rela-
tives were sure she had gone daft. But
the next day. when she eame hack to the
hosnital she said. “We made peace. and
that stone in my heart is gone.” That
is practical living of the Christ life,

The Empr-ss Bugenie is still engace’ n

her memoira, to the somnletion of which
she devotes most of her leisnra moments
As s0on s n mace is written it is nlaced
mmder lock and kev and not even her mast
intimate friends are allowed ta see it. The
work is not to be published intil twenty-
five vears after her death. Wer Maiesty
uges in writing a penholder set with dia-
monds, which was used by the fourteen
renresentatives in signing the treaty of
Paris in 1856, and was given to her as
a memento.

A Basel Society Missionary in Kamernn,
West Afriea. writes to his society: “For
some time T have heen dreadine a request
for teachers from the Ndoesmakumak
tribe, composed of 28 smaller tribes. The
request has now heen made, and the peo-
vle are very much in earnest. They say
they have heen made to wait three vears,
The scholars are ready: the teachers.will
be received with joy; but we have no
money! What are yon goine to do ahout
it? Ts it not verv sad that Christian
people who enjoy Gosnel privileges them-
selves are so slow to give these privileges
to their less-favored brethren of mankind.

Were is a naragraph from a writer in
the Tondon Christian which furnishes food
for thonght: “On acconnt of its mass. its
wnity, its hich nossibilities of infellect,
its resources, its immensity, China iz per-
hans the vastest hurden, and the most
magnificent  onrorfunity, now laid upon
the shonlders of the Church of God. Tf
the Chinaman is not tamed by conversion
to the Christian faith—Sir Robert Hart
thus practieally sums up the matter—he
will beeame a terror to the whole civiliz-
ed world,” Sir Robert Hart's lona resid-
ence in China and the obportunities he
enjoved for ganging the character of the
neople, gives importance to his words.
The great work before the Christian na-
tions of the world is to Christianize China.
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mers in the three prefectures of Fu-
kushima, Miyagi, and Iwate, in the cast-
ern part of the main land of Japan. The
agricultural population, numbering over
one million, are practically starving, and
the weather is intensely cold. The gov
ernment is taking relief measures,

Mr. Arthur Sherwell, in his “Drink
Peril in-Scotland,” has a chapter on the
growth of aleoholic insanity in Secotland.
Having traced this growth of insanity to
alcoholism, he produces the terrific fig
ures that, while the population has in-
creased since 1858 but 49 per cent., ‘nsan-
ity has increased 180 per cent.

According to the Congregational Year-
Book there are in the British Isles seven
Congregational churches, each having a
membership of a thousand or upwards.
The largest in England is Lyndhurst-road,
Hampstead, 1.234; in Scotland, Trinity,
Aberdeen, with its Mission church, 1.140.
The church having the largest member ship
in Wales is that at Cwaman, Glamorgan-
shire, 933; in Treland, that at Algert
Bridge, Belfast, 450.

A Christian Science friend writes us
of a miracle that we are disposed to ad-
mit. He says that a man who for years
was not able to go to sleep without a
double dose of opium was a given a copy
of “Science and Henlth.” and after rend-
ing it awhile dropped off to sleep and was
never dependent unon the use of opium
afterwards. We ghould not hesitate to
recommend the reading of that profound
book as a cure for insomnia, even when
complicated with the morphine habit. As
a soporific it is invaluable,

The Ministerial Selection Committee at
Sefton Park church, Tiverpool, savs the
British Weekly. feel that it is high time
A pastor was chosen to take un the work
that Dr. Watson has so lately left, With
this end in view nreachers are being in-
vited to Sefton Park. On Sunday the
Rev. T. G. Train, of Hull, is to preach,
on the four following Sundays the Rev.
Dr. Armstrong Black, late of Toronto,
and on the last Sunday of December the
Rev. Professor Stalker, DD. Dr. Wat-
son is to preach on the first two Sun-
days of the new year.

Mr. Wm. R. Moody, the executive head
of the varions Northfield institutions,
has just returned from a trin to the Tab.
rador coast with Dr, Genfell, the physi-
cian and friend of the Newfonndland and
Labrador fishermen, He more than cor-
rohorates the accounts given hy Norman
Dunean, the author. of the heroie work
being accomplished by Dr. Grenfell. Mr,
Moody had séveral weeks' sail on the
“Strathcona.” and had an onportunity of
secing,/ somethine of the suffering that is
heing relieved hy the doetor's skill and
heroism, as well as something of the
tragedies that he is unable to avert,

The victory won hy Japan over Russia
in the recent bloody war, is having far
reaching results. One of these is the re-
storation to  Finland of the national
rights which she enioyed for many years
and of which she was rathlessly deprived
by the Russian antocracy two years ago.
The Czar's decree restores Finland to its
old position of a Grand Dutchy, with the
Czar as Grand Duke, and makes it an au-
tonomons province as hefore the seizure of
power by the Rusgian Government. Tf
the plan is earried out, the Government
will be as democratic as that of Great
Britain. A parliament elected by univer-
sal suffrage. with a ministry responsible
to the parliament and the people, is as
liberal a government as it is possible to
have with order and safety. All then de-
pends on the people themselves,

The schoolgirls of San Francisco have

taken kindly to the bareheaded habit.
The school and  health  authorities en
courage it. Dr. Regan, health officer,
sy “By going without hats the girls
are less liable to catarrhal troubles, sore
throat, coryza and the other numerous
ailments the child is exposed to. 1 am

strongly in favor of sending the girls to
school without hats. Let the hair be
strengthened by the air  and sunlight.”
The bare-headed habit is rapidly coming
into favor among the school-girls  of
Ottawa, s Y

Miss Annie R. Taylor, who has recently
returned to London from Tibet, whither
she accompanied General Macdonall a1
A nurze on a recent expedition, is said to
be a woman of rare initiative and exeen-
tive ability. Tn order to learn the laneu-
age and customs of the conntry, with a
view of utilizing her experience in prose
cuting Christian missionary work in Ti
bet, she has spent the last eight vears as
a shonkeeper on the borders of {he For-
bidden Tand. From her little store :¢
Yatong she has dispensed not only hard
ware, cloth, and medicine, but has sne
ceeded in starting many copies  of the
Gospels on their initial way. One of her
Gospels. is said to have reached the Dalai
Lama himself. So far as she knows, up
to the present time her own servants are
the only Tihetans who have vet hee n con
verted to Christianity. .

Tn urging the sacredness of the Tord’s
Pay a preacher used this story: “Tt eame
to pass that a man went to market havine
on his shoulder a string of several large
conner coins (Chinese eoins are strune on
strings and carried on the shonlder), Spe
ing a begear crving for alms. he save the
neor creature six of his seven coins, Then
the heeaar, instead of heing grateful, erent

up behind the kind man and stole the
seventh coin also. What an ahominable
wretch! Yes: hnt in  saying this von

condemn yourself. You receive from the
hand of the gracions God six davs, vet
you are not content. The sevenih also
vou steal!” This is just what the wor
shippers of Mammon are doine in their
effort to seenlarise the Sabbath They
want to deprive men and women of the
rest and worshin vrovided for them by
the Creator throngh the Sabbath, and they
want to rob God of the honor and elory
which belong to Him as Tord of the Sah
bath. Before they are throngh with their
unholv contact they will find that snch
work does not pay,

Chinese students continue to go in laree
numbers to Janan for such study as will
better fit them for particination in the
more promiging life of the near foture in
their native countrv. The North China
Herald of October the 20th, savs: “Tt has
long been foreseen that whenever a new
order of thines sheuld bhe established in
China, Christians wonld bhe to the fors,
This is inevitahle. There are so many
ideals of life and duiy connected with or
evolved from Christianity that Christians
cannot bhut take a vwrominent parf in  all
vrogress and be the leaders of all deve-
lonment.™  Tn connection with these
words the Herald chronicles the devartnre
from Canton of auite a number of Chinesn
on the next steamer for Janan. all of
whom are Christians, and  whose awns
range from niete to fortv. These Chinese
have gone to Janan to studv  for fonr
vears in Christian schools at their own ex-
nense or the expense of relatives, The
Christian peonle of Canada have a gond
annortunity to help on the nromising life
that seems to he coming to  China hy
treating well the Chinese who have come
to this conntrv—giving them the Gosnel
and affordine_them an onnortiity to get
an edueation and learn the Fnglich lan-
guage.




