
with ihv roprofii ntrttivi'h (»f romnii rciiil iiiU'ristH nmonRtlio ppopU', be fnablid todiHcom

hctinu s opiiiitiL'siuid (ippoitiinitirs forprninntinK tliosc interests, and to prL-ss them with

autliority iukI elTeet on tlic nttenlion of llie enlir<' Caliinet.

77/' Mnrrnxiil in lln fnifnl Shifts.

The (luestioii of estiiMisliiiif,' .i Depiirtmcnt of (.'omnieree in tlie Oovornment of the

United StnteR bns enptKed more or less of the alt-ntion of commercial men. A move-

ment in tlmt (iireetion «ii> eoniiiienced in IHCTi, \iy Hie ftdo|ition of the foHowing

resolution at Ihe Detroit Comnieiciiil Convention:

—

" iif-iniiru,—Tlmt in oidei to relieve some of tiie Departments of the General Govern-
" ment, and esp'cially tliat of the Treasnry, from many of tin^ details with which they

"are now I lowded,—and in order to secure for the various indnstriiil interests of the
" conntry the heiielits of a systrniatis( d, experiiiieefl, and permanent Hoard, it in the
" jiid^'nirnt of this ('oiiv< ntion that a (iovernnient Board of Trade slinnld he formed, for

'• the es|ieeial oversight anil (are of all questions relating to our agri( idtiiral, mannfac-
" tnring, and romnnreial interests, for the compilation of statist ics, for ini|iiiring into
'• casnalties, and for such other subjects as may properly be included in Huch a Depart-
" ment."

The subject was afterwards taken up by the National Board of Trade of the United

Btatcs, at several of its meetings, the idea of that body seeming to U' that the Depart-

ment of Commerce should be an ixfciilire bram h of the Federal Government, the model

being apparently the Hritish Hoard of Trade. Congr(>ss was memorialised in favor of a

Department of Commerce in the winter of 1869 ; and the views of the National Board

on tlie subject were snbsi (piently embodiid in a proposed Bill, of which the following

were the main features :

—

1. The Department to be charged with the supervision and care of the agricultural,

commercial, niannfactin'ing and mining interests of the United States.

2. With the execution of laws relating to trade and commerce, both foreign and
<lomestie,—to rivers and harbors,—to light houses, piort charges, quarantine, emigration,

pi'.otage, tonnage, and the measurement, registry, enrolment and licensing of vessels;

and generally of all matters included in the navigation laws.

3. With th. execution of the laws imposing duties on imports, and taxes and cxcisca

pertaining to internal revenue.

4 With the ( oUe'ting, collating and tabulating of statistics relating to the agricul-

ture, comment-, manufactures and mining.

There is at present before the Senate a Hill, proposing to establish u Department of

( .Mnmeree in the United States Government, prepared by Hon. Wm. Windom, Chairman

of the Senatorial (^)mnuttee on Transportation, which will be discussed, if not more

definitely ai ted upon, during the present Congress. But Mr. Windom is looking much

firthi r forward ; for, besides a ' Bureau of Commerce," he suggests another, to be

designated the " Bureau of Industry," to include agriculture, manufactures, mines, &o.

l)(p:irliHi lit 11/ (^>i>iiiiiT''<' ni Fiiiucr.

The Department of Commerce, in France, \, :•. siablishcdin 1830, and the Minister

is a member of the Cabinet. Conjointly with the Minister of Foreign Affairs, he make*

toninic*|-eial treaties, ajter eonvi/talioti tnihihe C/iainhers of ('ommrrc.

The Departmeni includes two general divisions,—Home and Fcneign. The division

for Home Tratle is subdivided into four bureaux, each of which is charged with nunerons

details; and the division for F'oreign Trade is subdivided into three bureaux, to one of

them b(!ing entrusted the subject of commercial treaties.

The Minister of Commerce, in France, is also AHnister of Agriculture,—the latter

Department embracing three bureaux, (1) relating to agricultural education; (2) re-

lating to thi- encouragement of and giving assistance to agriculture
;
and (3) relating to

the trad(> in drain and Cattle, cattb -markets, slaughtering houses. Corn Exchanges, &c.


