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iisfleHH, vveiv \v(jn over tu the " loyal

.side, from time to time, by appoint-
ments or promises of preferment : and
Papincau sometimes foiuul his stroiifj-

est antagonists among tleserters from
his own camp.

It is a curious fact, however, that
when the insurrection took place its

real leaders were VVolfred Nelson, an
Knglishman: Thomas Storrow Brown,
a Scotchman, and E. B. O'Uallaghan,
an Irishman.

In IS22, Papineau and -lohn Neilson
went to Kngland and succeeded in in-

ducing tiie liritish Parliament to throw
out a hill having for its object the
union of the two Canadas. The griev-

ances of the Lower Canadians continu-
ed to accunudate. The clergy preach-
ed submission, and the (lovernor's

party spoke of Papineau and his fol-

lowers as " reliels." Mr. Papineau was
re-elected Speaker when pnrliaimmt
met in 1827, but the Earl of Dalhousie,
still Governor, refused to approve the
choice of the a.ssembly, which would
elect nobody else and the result was
that the Governor was recalled by the
FJritiah Government, and his successor.

Sir .lames Kempt, was sent out to ap-

prove, in a speech prepared for him in

London, the choice of the as.sembly. A
special committee of the British House
of Commons made a report admitting
the justice of Mr Papineau's interpre-

tation of the right conferred upon the
( 'anadian Legislature by the Constitu-
tion of 17.41, but Her Majesty's Min-
isters never awoke from their lethargy
until the news of the insurrection and
the battles at St. Denis and St. Charles
reached them. Then they came to the
conclusion that the only way to retain

Canada in possession of the British
Crown was to grant to the people the
legislative powers which thej' de-

manded
Pa])ineau was the great pojiular

leader of his day. While Dalhousie
and CJosford were the upholders of

misrule, he was the champion of col-

onial self-government. For years he
refused the salary of one thousand

1)ounils otlered him, contiary to law,

)y the executive, although hi- had
abandoned his legal ])ractice, and his

Seigniory yielded no reveinie. In the
early years of his Speakership he ac-
cepted the salaiy H.xed by law as pro-
vision for his su])port. " With one-
half," .sajs Brown," he maintained and
educateil his family : the other half,

with little thought for prospective
private re(|uirt!ments, was expended
in aid of an ill-sui)ported liberal press,

and in those numerous calls of which
j)ublic men who have not their hands
in the ])ublic treasury know the cost."

The givat ma.ssof his countrymen sup-
ported him nobly with their votes, and
his will, proclaimed in parliament and
from a hundred platforms, was law
with the French-Canadian masses.

Spurning all etl'orts at compromise,
and otters of othcial preferment, he
struggled with voice and pen for pol-

itical liberty for his compatriots, and
his power and earnestness carried
down all opj)osition. Adajiting Dean
Swift's advice to the Irish, to burn
everything that came from England,
exce{)t coals, Papineau exhorted the
Canadians to abstain from the use of

all duty-paying articles, in order to

diminish the revenue, which he .said

was only collected tol)e stolen. Peace-
ful ])opular demonstrations greeted
him v.iierever he appeared, but he
never advocated violent measures, and
discountenanced the preparations for

an armed insurrection. He only asked
what in the end was cheerfully con-
ceded b\' Great Britain to all her col-

onies. When the younger men of his

part}' lost patience and pi'epared to

defend themselves and their leader

against ai'i'est, they formed an organ-
ization Cfdled the " Sons of Lilierty."

Thomas Storrow Brown was made
general of the military branch of the

organization. A meeting held in

Montrenl on the (ith November, 1837,

led to riots, arrests for sedition and a
])roclamation of martial law, and Paj)-

ineau went to the Richelieu district,

where Hrown and Nel.son already had
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