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' Talking of platefuls reminds me of sausage

and mash,' said Darkey.

* Don't interrupt. Well, five of these gay
little dolls wanted to go to Hong Kong, and
they arranged with the Chinese sailors to stow
away ; I believe their friends paid those cold-

blooded fiends something to pass them down
food on the voyage, and give them an airing

at nights. We had a particularly lively trip,

battened everything down tight, and scarcely

uncovered till we got into port. Then I and
another man found those five girls among the
coal.'

'Dead.

*They'c ^anply torn themselves to pieces.

Their bits of frock things were in strips, and
they were scratched deep from top to toe.

The Chinese had never troubled their heads
about them at all, although they must have
known it meant death. You may bet there
was a row. The Japanese authorities make
you search ship before sailing, now.'

' Well ?'

' Well, I shan't die like that. That's all.'


