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Her wise and temperate- attitude in re-ard tu religious matters
ma.v be said ,n n,. fanciful sense to l,a>v j^iven a new meaninK to
her „filc,al title of Defender of the Faith ; aiul to ha^e furnishe,!
not the least striking illustration ..f the qualities, which, in a nurelv
political sphere, have rendered her a model Oueen, and a pattern foV
all future constitutional monarchs. h is assuredlv a notable
achievement to have succeede,! so admirablv in combininj; an
atlequate fulfilment of the obligations indden't to her position as
head of two state churches, with the toleration which is incumbent
upon the ruler of an Kmpire embracing so manv hundreds of
diversified sects, that not a single jarring note has troubled the
symphony of praise which the representatives of every form of
ueiiel has been sounding over her bier.

It needs not, however, that we should repeat the praises .so univer-
sal throughout her vast Empire and which have been echoed across
the oceans from the continents to the islands of th>- sea The best
testimony to her virtues and her wisdom is not so much the voice
of the eivilued world joining in the same note of praise, but rather
what she has helix-d to accomplish during her long and eventful
reign. Of no one of even her rank an.l station can it Ik; m<,re truK-
said, .V moimmeul,,,,, g„a;ns. an:;ms^ice. The progress and pros-
perit.v of hundreds of millions who called her Ouecn and of the
inany lands over w hich her sway extended is the best tribute to
the beneficent influence of her life. .So splendid an embodiment
was she of the greatness of her age and so powerful her quiet
influence for good, that no matter how long the world lasts X'ictoria
will .s^tand m the van of the rulers of men, and the X'ictorian a.^e
wil be an abiding stimulus to all nations in their efforts to attain
to the highest plane of living compassed b,- the social state

Not the least important advancement during the reion that has
just closed has been the growth of law and order and the increased
security of life and property throughout the empire. Perhaps the
greatest blessing and the one most essential to the welfare of any
nation is the strong, sleepless and impartial administration of
justice. Since the Chartist riots in ,8,59 there has been no serious
popular outbreak, and there now exists amongst her people to a
degree unknown in almost any other nation, that sense of safety
and security so neces,sary to human happiness, and so indicative
of a high order of civilisation. The criminal and dangerous
classes have learned to realise that the arm of the law is stronger


