12 March 19, 1970

Excalibur

English recording group Free get a B plus from Steve Geller for their newest album.

Soft contemporary blues

Free’'s 2nd album quite good

By STEVE GELLER

Free only came into existence
during the early months of 1968.
What brought this talented four-
some together was a common bond
of musical frustration plus the
guiding influence of master
bluesman Alexis Korner.

The actual starting point was at
the Fickle Pickle, a suburban
London club. Paul Rodgers was
singing one night when guitarist
Paul Kossoff asked if he could sit
in. After the performance, the two
Pauls decided to form their own
group.

Kosoff brought Simon Kirke, a
drummer he’d previously worked
with and the three of them set
about to find a bass player. Andy
Frazer, who had just left John
Mayall’s group, was found to be the
answer

From the beginning, Alexis
Kramer offered Free his advice as
he watched them rehearse. In
April, 1968, Kramer was booked to

play a jazz club in Chester.
However, instead of going in with
his own musicians, he went in with
Free, sat in with them for a few
numbers and then turned the stage
over to them.

On the strength of this rather
unique public debut, Free won over
a jazz audience — something that
few groups would like to attempt.

After the success of their first
LP, Tons of Sobs, they have come
out with their second, simply en-
titled, Free (Polydor 543.111).

As their name implies, Free's
music has no definite
classification. However, in their
second album, they display a soft
contemporary blues style. There
are the traditional steady in-
fluences but they remain a subtle
as can be expected.

Their music is steady and un-
believably light for a blues group.
The vocals display the range
required to capture the moods and
emotions of their various feelings.

Elvin Bishop is flop

Hailing from California, the
Elvin Bishop Group consists of
Elvin Bishop on guitar and vocals,
Steve Miller on organ, John
Chambers on drums, Art Stavro on
bass guitar, Albert Gianquinto on
piano and a fellow named Ap-
plejack on harp.

Their recently-released album,
the Elvin Bishop Group (Fillmore
F30001) is a weak attempt at
capturing the traditional swamps
blues of the black man.

The vocal work is poor while the
instrumental material lacks depth

and originality. The element of
humour which is uncouthly and
constantly injected adds nothing.

Lyrics such as Sweet Potato’s
just don’t seem to make it:

“The woman that I'm lovin’ folks,
has a shape like a frog.

But that ain’t so bad, she smells
like a hog.”

With an album like this, one
begins to wonder what the musical
requirements are before a group is
allowed to enter a recording studio.
Overall rating: E —S.G.

JAZZ AT THE SYMPHONY

presents

DAVE BRUBECK

AND HIS TRIO

featuring

GERRY MULLIGAN

with

THE TORONTO SYMPHONY

VICTOR FELDBRILL

Conductor
Saturday, March 28, 8:30

$2.50, s4, 35 $6

Tickets on sale NOW at SAM’S — Downtown
and MASSEY HALL box office

The instrumentals compliment
the vocal work while creating the
required atmosphere which varies
from that of a dreamlike euphoria
in Free Me to the retrospective
recollections of Songs of Yester-
day. Free are always in control of
their music as is evident from their
first cut, I'll be Creepin’.

All the songs were written by
Free themselves and the quality of
their material testifies that this
anti-commercial blues ensemble
will be around for a long while.
Overall rating: B plus.

GALS

NIGHTLY ENTERTAINMENT
WE DO OUR “THING” FRIDAYS4:00—7:00 P.M.

COME AND JOIN US
HALF PRICE
AFTERNOON TEA PARTIES
DAILY 12:00—7:00
ENJOY THE SOUNDS OF
JAZZ, DIXIELAND & POP
AND SING ALONG WITH DON STEELE

AND THE

Speak-Easy,

o JAZZ BAND

Sandwich Bar Open — 12:00 Daily

Just climb the dingy steps at
529 Bloor St. W. (upstairs)

532-4292

LICENSED — PROOF OF AGE REQUIRED

AFRAID
10 LIVE
AND LOVE?

See the first
Toronto showing
of films by

Karl Rogers &

Abraham Maslow

Karl Rogers’ ‘‘Journey in-
to Self'’-a live “En-

counter’” weekend session
...a man ‘“‘who doesn't
need friends' .. a girl/
woman who is treated as a
doll, not a woman...and
a woman whose only love
is a cat.

Abraham Maslow—two films
on love relationships — the
honesty to trust your own
feelings of love and anger,
and a new way to creat-
ivity and spontaneity.

Lawence Park Cellegiate
Auditorium

125 Chatsworth Dr.,

Sunday, March 22, at 8 p.m.
$2.00 ea,

Presented by Genesis I, The
Toronto Growth Centre Inc.
Box |1, Downsview Ont.

UNIONVILLE SWIMMING CLUB

requires:-

e MANAGER
o SWIMMING DIRECTOR

* INSTRUCTORS
o LEADERS

June 28 — August 22

Apply stating qualifications
& experience to: -

Mrs. Doris Hurst,
51 Fred Varley Drive,
Unionville — 297-2082.

WHAT DO YOU KNOW
ABOUT MONEY?

PROBABLY NOT AS MUCH AS YOU LIKE
TO THINK.

— TAKE LIKE
STANCE —

Chances are that you’ve never even considered it, let
alone taken the time to shop around and compare
what’s available.

INSURANCE FOR IN-

TOO BAD: You should know that the earlier you start
the more your money can do for you — for longer!

You should also know that Canada’s oldest insurance
company — STANDARD LIFE — continues to pay its
policy owners exceptionally large dividends year after
year!

WORTH INVESTIGATING? YOU BET!
York Graduate Harold Percy "welcomes the op-
portunity to discuss these matters with you more fully.

HAROLD PERCY - LIFE UNDERWRITER
STANDARD LIFE
Bus. 487-4591 Res. 261-3523

I sell dollars for pennies’’




