
A Romance of the Yukon River
By IL A. CODY.

T HE Yukon River i-~ A nanie failiar tht world over,uwing to the part it played as the great highway
during the Kiordyke rush of 'q9, and '98. This

was flot always so, for onîy a few years before that
trnie the river was little known, except to Indians, and
a few hardy prospectors and explorera.

The origin of thtv niane is Oiroifded in myvstery. The
North l'acific Coaist lindians have a legendc that a
nook, a iinysteriouis niant, possessed a spring of living

,waiter, whlichi was stoleni by his enemnv, the great Raven.
This latter at once mnade toward tht north with his
stolen treasuire, and dropping suint o! the water upon
the grounid saidl, "Ilecorne a mnighty streain." Thtus the
Yuikon, or "Ayn"was fommied, which signifies "'Tht
puwerful ot."

it is generally believed that tht Russians were the
first to explo e h lwer part of this noble river, abouit
the year i835:, to whichl they gave the, naine "Qtnick,-
pak," and though this portioni b.ecanie well known, tht
hecad waters re riained tinexplortd [or somte tinte after.

Tht Midsoni's Bav Company was early un tht scene,
and in 18,16, ai trader, Johnl Bell, cros'sed the Rocky
Montainis front the Mackenzie River, descelnded tht
P'orcupiner, and wvas the first of British explorers tu set
cyts on tht Lower Yukon. Five years before, thait
prince of rovers, Rzobert Canipbell, ascended the Liard
River fron Fort inpnreatched tht P'elly Banks, and
descending this streani to its juliction with the Lewis
River, was forcedl to turn back owinig to the hostility
of tht Indians, in that region. lit 1849 hie rtturned, ond
establishied a trading post ajt tht confluence of these
rî\vers, and namied it Fort Selkirk, whichi was destroyed
two yv.ars later by the Chilkat lindians front tht Coast.

Severa;l ytars inter hiardy prospecturs, explorers, and
G"o\,Crninent suvyrforced their way,ý over frowning9
mouintaini passes, 'and- floated fron the extreme head
waters downi streaini. But these visits wvere at. rare in-
tervals, and huirriedly made, atnd tht noble river was
thus lef t for sonte tinti undisturbed.

THE AWAKENING 0F 1897.

Suddenily> tht great water-way awakened ta new lite.
It thrilled withi animation. Strange sounds re-celhoedl
fron batik ta banik, and tiuvel sighits appeared on every
hand. Tht transfornmationi was mnagical. A gleamlng
treu.sure hiad wruughit tht change, and thrubghiout the
world ptulsed tht inmportant news that "thte gold o! that

land was good." Kiondyke became a household word in
every land under heaven, and a xnad rush ensued. The l'a-
cifie Coast steamers from Seattle and elsewhere, were
crowded with, people drawn froin every p 'osition in life,
who struggled over the rugged White Pass, Chilcoot and
Teslin trails, and reached the head waters of the Yukon
River.

Then the navigation of t 'his grreat streain really be-
gan. Bennett, a city of froin ten to twenty thousaxd
people, sulddenly sprang into existence. Here, boats,
rafts and scows of every conceivable shape were buît,
and Lauinched withi feverishi haste to brave the rough,
uncertain Lake Bennett, W'indy Arta, thxe dreadfnll White-
horse Rapids, and miany iinknown dangers beyond.

-Froint one point on Lake Bennett," wrote Colonel
Steele, Superintendent of the North West Mounted Po-
lice, "I coiuntedi on an eight-mile streteli of water over
eight hunldred boats under full sail ; and for forty-five
muiles, at no point were the boats more than two Land-
red yards aipart."

Thi was in 1897, ,and al of that season the living
streain moved by, and dotted the way with their dead.
I4onie posts along the river, rtudely inseribed with sornt
naine marked the places where cornrades parted fron
one another on the cruel traîl of fortune.

'rHE ARRIVAI, 0F T1HE, STEAMIER.

During this year not one steamer ploui,,hedl the head
waters of the Výukon, but in 1898 a great change took
place, and ere the closing of navigation no less than
twelve steaniers were plying on the waters between
Dawson and Whitehiorse.

The manner in which these boats were built, d
rushed to the scene of action 'hy enterprisng people, is
fill of interest, and serves to show what pluck and de-
teriiiination will acconxplishi. l'he case of the steamer
"Anglian," a eraft of one litndred and fiteen tonnage,
is truly representative.

In 1897 the Canadian Developuient Conmpany, coin-
inonly knco*n as the "C. D. Company," broughit uip the
Stickine River, the complete machinery and futrnisingis
for a steamier, together with a portable saw mnill. These2
were landed at Telegaph Creek during the fali of the
saie year. One huindred and fifty miles awav was
Teslin Lake,, he headwater of the Teslin or Hootalinqua
River, which fiows into the VYukon. There was only a
tioose trail of the roughest kind between the two
waters, yet over this the rnachinery and supplies had ta
be carried. Tht task was admost Hercuilean, enough to
appal tht stotitest hearts.

At first mules were used as transports, and hay ctt
and pressed at Glk-noraL, was broinht along as food.
Week after week steady progress was mnade, cutting ont
the trail, bridging streama, and crossing deep) gulchts.
But, aa, food for the mules gave out, which had to be
killed to supply food for tht troined doga which took
their p lace. After difficulties inidescribable, tht short of
Lake Teslin was reached in niidwinter.

Then begani the work of building. The portable mill
was trecte>d, hiumber sawn and prepared. And there on
the shore of thaLt inlaud lake, the steamer "Anglian" took
shape, and ini July, with IEdward MacDonald as Captain,
and Harr Chapt-nan as engineer, shie started on lier
long run down streain, and reached Dawson ini A1ugust.

~This is but typical of fihe efforts-which wert made to
place steamers on tht Yukon as quickly as possible ta
commanid tht vast traflic which had sprung into exist-
ence. Expense was littie thought of, and the "Anglian"
cost tht C. D. Company the great sum -o! one. humdred
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