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By DONALD B. STINCLAIR

T H E Quinquennial Congress was
just a great hig school - an
advanced ladies' college, if you

will. The literary section was one of
its classes. Very few lectures were
'sloped" there. Day after day, the

saine eager faces gathered in room-
No. 8 of University College to hea.r
what the speakers had to say about
folk-lore, or the public library que-
tion, or the tendencies of modemn lit-
erature and journalism. The instruc-
tors, who discussed fon them these
subjects, were flot dry-as-dust peda-
gogues with niusty acadetnic offer-

ins ieod the keni of the ordinary
wife and mother; but practical men
and women, the life-blood of the
pen's activity to-day - fromi the
humblest of thern, pounding a type-
writcr for a living- in the offices of
the big dailies, to writers whose
namnes grace a dozen volumes.

The vigour and idealism of the
Canadian spirit in letters was im-

big salary; the editor was fast be-
coming the "Janitor of the luse of
intelligence." Mr. Stringer traced
the reactive magazine policy of re-
cent years fromn "the paper roses of
optirnism, the bourgeois timidity that
tabooed aIl the profundities and most
of the sincerities of existence" to,
that critical institution, the "rnmuck-
rake." The muck-raker wasý worthy
ai condemination; hie was flot a con-
structor, but a destroyer.

"For several years now, we have
heard the trusts execrated and ,we
have seen nlany corporations expos-
ed, and many black sheep pilloried;
but we havé seen no adequate
and reasonable programme of 'purifi-
cation, no synthetic philosophy of re-
generation. In fact, 1 know of no
earthly calling or profession more in
need of what the editor has been as-'
suming to give others, more in need
of spiritual emancipation than is the
mani who sits in the editorial chair
of almost any of our magazines. The
commercial chain bas hunz too close
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SHOI POLIS!!
j. a leather food as weUl
Ms the blackest and quick-

est poliah madle. Honest
dea.lers give it

Ahw when asked for.

e you can regulate the
nust regulate the heart.
can broaden and dignify
him, you mnust broaden
the audience of which
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CHY ia N
r9


