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~ & mighty sweet girl,” was a Southern girl’s rejoinder.
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HE problem of domestic
l ‘service which is multiply-
ing wrinkles on the house- |
wife’s brow and driving whole |
families to the restaurant or the
hotel is an ever-present tribu-
lation. But sometimes one finds
a household of the old-fashion- |
ed sort, served by a maid who
has been years in “the family”
and whose loyalty is a good
thing to behold. It was my for-
tune to see such a rare modern |
instance, not long ago, in a|
prosperous Ontario town where |
a servant of the fine old Irish |
name of “Honor” has been a|
valued member of the household |
for more than ten years and is
as devoted to the six happy, |
healthy children as if they were |
her own kindred. To see her |
faithful, dignified performance |
of her duties and the loving re- ‘1
gard in which she is held by |
Afternoon Tea. those half-a-dozen well-bred |
! young Canadians was a refresh- |
ing change from the frequent cry: “Really, I don’t know what we're comingi
to! It’s simply impossible to keep a servant.” Just where the trouble lies it |
would be hard to say. But one of the pleasantest pictures I have seen in many }
a day was respectful and respected “Honor.” }
g * * * |
THE silly season regarding Christmas usually sets in about the twenty-first |
of November, when wiseacres, both male and female, begin to talk of |
how children should not be taught to believe in Santa Claus. Of all modern |
freaks and fads, this is surely the dreariest. Santa Claus is one of the adorable
memories of childhood and the educators who would fain remove him are
Bluebeards to be avoided. They are the Gradgrinds whose vices Dickens |
portrayed in “Hard Times.” FEven Canada is not free from these tiresome, |
unimaginative creatures. One of them recently broke out in Essex, Ontario, |
and warned teachers against referring to Santa Claus in the course of the |
day’s work. Poor little Essexites! The road to learning is hard enough
without being deprived of Santa Claus beguilements at Christmas time. By
all means let the kiddies believe in good old Santa Claus and his rosy cheeks.
I suppose the Essex educator will drive away the festive reindeer and leave |
us only the dull and useful donkey instead. And what about the flight down |
the chimney and the midnight scampering about with presents? Really, it is |
hard for a grown-up not to believe in Santa Claus when the shop-windows |
begin to fill with rocking-horses, dolls, gorgeous tin horns and glittering tinsel |
balls. It is time to read about Marley and Scrooge, about Tiny Tim and all |
the other blessed Dickens people whose ghosts come back in the white month
of December. By the way, if any lonesome creature wishes a Christmas Eve ;
book of delicious flavour, let him absorb Jerome K. Jerome’s “Told After |
Supper,” and make friends with the “spooks” in that chronicle of strange
visitants. Long live Santa and his northern steeds! |
* * *

CANADA has recently enjoyed visits from two actresses to whom _the |
over-used adjective, ‘‘charming,” may be justly applied. Miss Ethel |
Barrymore, in “Her Sister,” played the part of unselfish devotion which natur-
ally falls to her lot. The critics find in Miss Barrymore’s personality a
handicap to her creative work. There are certain men who retain an eternal |
boyhood, who are always looking for new sticks to whittle, new kites to fly, |
new worlds to conquer. There are a few women w_hq keep to the last the |
freshness and buoyancy of girlhood’s spirit——although it is sadly true that most |
women make haste to grow old. Ethel Barrymore is one whom the gods love.
She will die young even if ‘her years should lengthen out to fourscore. Then ;
we have seen FEleanor Robson again—not so enchanting as when she was |
“Merely Mary Ann,” but a winsome and thrilling “Salomy Jane” as she dared |
and defied the law to save “the Man.” What a voice to echo t}lrough days of |
dreariness has this dainty Eleanor, who was born in Lancashire, brought up |
in a New York convent, and is now an actress with fame attending her in two |
continents! - “She’s a charming comedienne” was a man’s comment. “She’s |
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YOUTH AND AGE.

By Ethelwyn Wetherald.
Bent over some heroic book, ;
In nights gone by, his boyish head
So filled with eager dreams he took
Them with him to his bed.
The splendid strife, the rush of life,
The trump of fame, inspiring, strong,
His heart so stirred he scarcely heard
His mother’s slumber song. "

But now the glowing book of life )

Is falling from his nerveless hand;
Gone are the splendours of the s'trife

. The conquering hopes—a daring band;

No plaudits pierce those aged ears,

No trump of fame, though loud and strong,
He only hears across the years

His mother’s slumber song.

Rex Hockey Sticks

for expert players—for forward and defence work.

Serrations on handle prevent stick from
slipping.

Double grooved blade—the lower one serrated
to insure accurate shooting and also strengthen
the stick.

Cut from straight grain, second growth

yellow birch.

The word ‘‘Rex’’ as trade mark, and the design of the Rex
as an industrial design, are, copyrighted at Ottawa. Infringers will
be prosecuted. i

The Starr Manufacturing Co., Limited

DARTMOUTH, N. 8. CANADA. 18
BRANCH OFFICE e . - s TORONTO. ONT.

Do You Shave Yourself?

If not you want to get in line right away. Start and save money
by having your own outfit. ;

A Relial?le, Fully Guaranteed Razor, First Class Strop and
Brush will cost you $3.00.

A Gilleqte Safety Razor with 12 Blades —one year’s shaving with-
out having to strop once. No danger of cutting. Complete in
Leather Case. Price $5.00.

‘We carry a full line of Razors, Razor Strops, Brushes, etc.

SEE OUR DISPLAY. OPEN SATURDAY AFTERNOON.

AiKenhead Hardware Limited
17, 19 and 21 Temperance Street, TORONTO

Michie @ Co. Ltd.

Established 73 Years

(1[ Michie’s valuable old European
connection secures for their

customers Wines as fine as are

obtainable at the great continental
centres. |

g PORT WINE for instance comes to us direct
from Oporto, Portugal, whence it derives its name;
and we offer an excellent selection, including a
Sound Dinner Wine for $1.00 bottle ; a superior
Dessert Wine for $1.50_ bottle; a magnificent
vintage for $2.00 bottle, and a good pure Cooking
Wine for 65c¢. a bottle. ;

List
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 For out-of-town buying, our Wine
quotes our full selection of Liquors,
prices are the same to all.

Michic ® Co. Ltd.

Wine Merchants
7 Ring St. West, Toronto
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