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BRINGING'OUT THE BIG DRUMSTHE quadrennial beating of the big drumns is about to occur. '1

politicians are preparing to get the public excited. When, this much noise in the air, much rushing hither and thither, rntwhispering and secret meeting, mucli picnicking and speechi-maki
thie politicîan gets an addition to bis reputation. His hireiings
about teliing wliat a great man hie is, liow mucli he has do 'ne for tcountry and his constituency, and liow people should bow down. aworship bis magnificent brain and brilliant abilities. The enthusiaspartisan cornes around and offers his purse and his spare hours. T
excitement becomes intense. And why?

It is certainly proper and necessary thiat the people sliouid taan interest in the respective policies of Governmne nt and OppositioIt is profitable that there should be a discussion of records and.prposais and an exarnination into the parliarnentary situation. T]beating of the big drums does not, however, assist this judicial cosideration of public questions. The partisans on both sides g ettexcited to reason or discuss. Ail tliey can do is assert and shouMost of the calm, deliberate discussion whicli occurs is ,heid betweeilot dnring, generai elections. The big drums are beaten to prevei
thouglit rather than to encourage it.

Tlie voter wlio intends to cast an lionest, patriotic ballot at thiapproaching election woulçl do well to avoid political. meetings, bian~d littie. 'If le goes there, hie will corne away witli one-sided viewand a disturbed equanimity. He will hear appeais to his selfislines
and bis party spirit which will arouse within him feelings which ar
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If an in dependent civil, service commission is necessary at Ottawa, iis equally necessary at Toronto, Qu .ebec and other provincial centres.
The civil service in'eacli of the provinces is of equal .importancwith the civil service at Ottawa.. In sorte ways, it is even morimportant that provincial officiais should be entirely independent othe ruling political party. Provincial officers corne more 1closely int(contact witli the public. Sheriffs, bailiffs, registrars, and crown lan<officers are able to do more injury or more good, as the case rna3be, than an equal number of postrnasters or customs officiaIs. Th(lat'terý are mereiy administering a set of clearly defined regulationsthe former have mucli discretionary authority.- That the provinciaemployees are less nurnerous than the federal rnay rnake the need seeniiess important, but this is flot truly the case.

It'is the duty of every man who hias been talking and workingfor civil service reform at Ottawa to take up the subject in relationto his province. Public opinion in this matter needs -educating andstîrnulating. The reforrn will flot corne !rom within; it must corne
from without., Let the agitation begin.

t DOUBTFUL PATRIOTS

e OCCASIONALLy an English-speaking Canadian, whose fatherte and grandfather were borni in Canada, wiil le heard to castg doubt upon the patriotism and loyalty of an Jrisliman who lias notS yet forgotten the wrongs of Ireiand. Or it mnay be that lie lias similars doubts concerning the Frencli-speaking Canadians wlio love the Tri-e colour, liave consîdera ble reverence for France and cling tenaciouslyto their motlier-tongue. Sudh a doubter believes that to be loyal andpatriotic, a Canadian must speak only English words and revere onlyr the Union jack.
e The other day thie Canadian Club of New York lield its annual

banquet and. Dr. Macpliatter, the president, started bis address bye saying: "We Canadians, residing in the United States, are threee timnes loyal-we are loyal to the land tliat gave us birth (cheers),
t we are loyal to thie institutions and governmrent of this great Republic(cheers), we are loyal to the Anglo-Saxon race (clieers)." Tlie

pictures of tlie banquet show tliat a Britishi fiag was ing beside theStars and Stripes. Thie speakers of the evening were rnostIy Cana-dians-Hon. Charles Mardil, Deputy Speaker of the House of Corn-mons; Mr. Hugli Gutlirie, M.LP., of Guelpli; Hon. justice Longiey, ofHalifax; Hon. D. C. Fraser, Lieutenant-Governor of Nova Scotia;
Mr. R. G. McPlierson, M.P., of Vancouver; and the Riglit Hon.James Bryce, the Britishi ambassador at Washington. In addition
to the Canadians who introctuced the speakers, tliere were two United
States orators, Hon. J. Van Vechten Olcott, of New York, and Rev.
Dr. N. McGee Waters, of Brooklyn.

As a result of that banauet. diun qtnilpù a4~j, 1,


