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rnDmyou ever go toNew York,
Jo.?" 1. aaked,, not out of
eurisity, but te start the bal
of jjeaant converse rolling.

doe vas s uatting indolent-
y ppSite, the lire te un, anxd

its liglit glowodl redly en bis tunibled
mat of black bafr and swarthy features.
A short etraight pipe stuck out of the
cerner cf bis mout.. H was going
through the imaneuvers of filling it wheu
1 interrupted witii my bannie«s.ques-
tion. The. left hand firmly grasping the
L gof "blatkjack" becamo fixed. The
knifein the riglit hand* stopped immov--

able, above it. 1 glanced bighxex-and
fuud Joe .taring as if 1 had accused
hlm of murder in the firat degree. I
returned the gaze with as much show
of innocence as I bad at iny commnand,
and it seemed to satisfy hlm for, he
Ilnally drawled, "Yaas," and coutinued
bis prooeedings.

<¶ow did you liko Iit, Joe? Pretty
fine Place, ch ?"

"Heli! that'. what 1 calsa it-plain
undiiuted heUV" The words came out
vibrant vith feeliipg. I rdfrained from
asking wby, and presently ho interpret-
ed. =y silence as a sign ef offense. Hli.
voico wus calm, and rather apologetie.

"I reckoft it's ail riglit fer those that'a
box-n and bred lu it, thongh. Now jest
so you won't think I'm onreasonable and
e0 sat inimy vuys. that I cau't love
enythhi' but fbis,' and he waved bis
pipe vaguely about bis heady "'TU go

itrperticulars."1
He sprawlcd over on bis elbow so that

bis bond and scarlet kerchief about bis
neck showed on one aide of the fireand
his gray wool socks and cowhide shoe-
pacsastuck out on the ether.

gweil, air)" lie began, "fail 'fore last
1 bad a sport named Wilets up Jere-
James Jackson Willetsi o snted &
bcad au' lu tiine he got lt--a regular
whopper. Ho vent back ter- the city,
an' pretty soon after conb a letter which
went onethin like this, on]y 1 mis-
remember the exact words:

"Dear Joe:-! take my peu iu hand te
wish you the compliments of the season.
I kmn neyer fergit the gloxious tirne I

/spent lu the great 'wild wilderness. The
proof of my akill decorates my room
hereat the club, and is the enlvy of ailj
my pals. *But I anm in trouble because
of the sa.me and look;ter you tex- 41,p
me out. The boys tàik maybe 1did't
shoot it myseif, but might bave bouglit
it or had you shoot it fer me. Now that
aiu't faix-, 's it? So I thought mnaybe

Syou'd jeet cash the inclosed check fer a
century and corne down lier. at the
earliest date an let 'em sce my story's
straight l'Il pay yer good fer yex- tijue
an' trouble, an' give yer a good time
besides. V'Il ho debted te yer fer life
(or w ords ter- that effect) if yer'Il corne.

TeMgraph 'yes,' &W w'hen yer leavie'
a&W 111 meet yer at thestation. Hopia'
thls'1l flud yer strong an' hearty, tee,,
me, 1 amn yen ever rospeetib13 , r k

"Well, sir as> I ad'long been, kind er.
cw'ious erbout the place anl the sp»t
corne from enywny, I bought a ticket
and stairted neit day. Wilets met mg
et Grarnd Station, dressed Up inu9. bika
shirt ad' dancin' clothes, and took mie
round to hi. club fer dixmer. Alter
'twaa ove-nd a.blamed godod ns It
was too, with ail kinds of drinks that 1-
never heard teil'n before-he P'oo~a littie paddle on a pond in tehe park,
s0 that hie could git onter the trick ot
canoeej' an' tex- remind him of hie woods
experience. I agreed, ony it didn't excite
me none, beçvin' set my mind on a play
er'somethin' real good.

"W., seated ourselves behind au old
hor-se that looked as if it had jest corne
out fromn the lumber camps ad' waan't
figurin' on etickiu' tex- life much longer,
an' alter a time got tex- the park. W.
curved round among the trees til we
corne ter a littie house on the shore ol
a lake. A regular sailor met us an' give
us a copeo addlcs an' tried ter- hçlp
me gi ntrte canoe without wettin'mysi. Alright, Jack,' saya t, '
reàkoo 1 kim md this sort of craft; 'but
if I need help l'Il holler. Thankee jest
the sarne.'

"We shot out inter the lake, whieh
weren't more'n a pond, with Willets
usin' the paddle as if it were a plËe pois.
It feit that good beid' iu a canoe ag'in
that I jest bent to it an' churmned that
bee.n-soup sort of water as I reckon it
were nover churned afore. Théii my ad-
die, exbout as hefty as a shigle, but
off short, au' 1 calmed down.

S 'Now Mr. Willets,' I gays, 'if yer'l
jest turu round an face me so that end'l
be the starn,' FU~ try an' learn yer tihe
trick.? He got round moat paiiiful lk.

a'so,'most upsettin' the canoé, ad'
then cause I wouldn't let it go over,
tryWu ter fin out himself. The nin'
moon shone ou hies'white shirt front,
like 'twere a snowdrift, an' lie *were
the blarncdst lookin' thing TI e-r seed
in a conoe afore or aince. Funny top,
how an ie s tuck-up airs an' Iordl!y ways
vanished soon's he left*shore. He wer,
as5 timid as a baby an' erbout s help-
iess.

Il Jest cilp that left paw over the
top of the handle, suid. the other on
dowu a bit, an' turn the blatde flat ter
the water. That's the idee.' W. begun
ter crawl round iu a circle, 'stead of
golu' straiglit; but4t didn't much mat-
tex- seein' how we vere the only folk
on the pond.,

«HRa]f an houx latex-, lhe gt it inter
his head that lie vere really paddliu',
mainly 'cause my voice give out ex-
plainin' the saie things over aW' 'VOx
an' I'd lost heart. It were real coxfort-
able, thoughl, driftin' round in cork-
screws slow and solenu, with my bead
on a cuskion a'afat *igr atween iny
teeth. 1 most imaginied Ieebaki
the wilderness. The inoon had riz up
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