PRESU\?LD CH \\IGES I\‘ THE COW\‘IERCIAL POI ICX

that Her ’\lmeatv has leamed the existence, in quch a q\mrter of 'mncxpatxons
“of such a character.

Y have it in command from Her Majesty to addness to your Lordslnp the
following observations in regard to the matter of the address, which have been
submitted by Her Majesty’ sadvisers for Her gracious approval, and to whxch She
has been pleased to give Her sanction.

Her Majesty’s Government conceive that the protective principle cannot
with justice be described as the universal basis, either of the general con-
nexion between the United Kingdom and its. O‘OH\Qb, or even of their com-
mercial connexion. There is a hwe and important group of the colonies of
this county, having o very extended commerce, and one of a peculiarly British
character, in relation to which the- protective system hus at no time exercised
a powerful influence, and in relation to which at present it has little more
than a nominal existence. I speak of the Australian cofonies: and it canuot
~ fail to be remarked, that while these are the most distant, and therefore,

- accordiv; to- the suppositions of ‘mauy, the most in need of commercial
- preference, they have also made the most rapid: progress, and have thus most
~cffectually belied that necessity. 1t is true, indeed, that ‘a part of their

material prosperity may be . ascribable to the supply of penal labour; but

~this ‘is far from- aﬂ'ordmtr an explanation of the case, since perhaps the most
vemarkable instances of vigorous and rapid growth among the Australian posses-
- sions of Her Majesty have been instances in which penal labour has been alto--
* gether unknown.” The energy of the colonists bas, without doubt, under Divine

‘Providence, been the main cause of their smwular advancement ; stlmulated but

not overborne by distance, and aided, not repressed by the enjoyment of commer-
cial freedom. ‘The same energies, with less disadvantage of distance to contend
against, will, it may be confidently predicted, have a similar effect in developing
the resonrces of British North America, and not with less, but rather with the
mare signal success, when capital, -industry and skil shall be left to take their-
own spontaneous direction, and to turn to account, as individual pradence shalt
suggest, the ‘abundant materials and instruments of wealth \\hxch the bounty of
Heaven has bestowed,

Her Majesty’s Govemment have been ghd to find that the Assembly has vxewed
with an unmingled satisfaction the prosperity of Canada under the moderate sys-’
tem of protecuon which has hitherto prevailed ; but the Assembly cannot fail to-
recollect, that all the progressive refaxations of that system, which for a series of

years past have been’ mtroduced into the law, have been mct and resisted by pre-

dictions of the ruin that it was honestly but erroneously conceived would follow
them, and that those predictions have, with a remarkable umformxty, been disap-
~pointed. ' Bxperience cannot but suggest that a similar msecunty attaches to.the .
renewal of the same expectations founded on the same arguments. =

1t is not for the sake of controversial or purely amumentatwe advantaﬂe that
Her Majesty's Government refer to former dppu.hensmm and to the manner in
which they have been dissipated by the event. A retrospect of this kind is cal<’
cutated to throw clear and abundant light upon the real menits of the question.
Thefears which are now entertained have reference to the circumstance that it is
proposed to remove all differential duty between Canadian and foreign corn.
Is it then to be shown that the Canadian corn trade has prospeled heretofore
_in proportion 1o the amount of such differential duty? Iar otherwise. The
law of 1828 diminished the difference in’ favour of Canada ; the law of 1542
" further and greatly diminished the difference in favour of Cwnada the Law of

1843, which reduced the duty on Canudian® wheat to one: shxiimw per quarter,

~ still left 2 much smaller difference in‘its favour, as against ioremn wheat, than
‘existed under either of the former Corn Laws. And yet the corn trade of Canada.

“has grown and prospered, and its  exteasion has,” doubtless, contributed in no

small degree to the happmess and properity of the people of the colony, which *
the Assembly, sharing ‘in the unmingled satisfaction of Her Majesty and the

| British Parliament, . has seen advancmo' in steady and. successful progression.

~ But this’ extension has. taken place, not under protection secured from change, -

nor under prolection fortified by successivé increments, but comemporaneously

with a series of changes involving its great diminution. = =

T {4 appears to be’ the 1mpresszon of the Assembly that =0me great. tevolutlon

~ of"prices'is likely to occur, as the consequente of ‘the “pending changes in’ the’
law whlch will’ deprwe the Canadian farimer of all hope ‘of remuneratxon
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