
On the conquest of Cape Breton in 175S,
British subjects exclusively pursued the fisheries
on Brown's Bank, and the baiks Of Nova Scotia,
and on the banks of Newfoundland, in common
viti the subjects of every European nation.

Bly the Treaty signed i. 1>aris in 1703 betweCn Treaty of Paris, February 10, 1763.
Great Britain and France, the latter 1ower
obtained. the con firmation oF lier fishery righîts on
tbe Coast of Newfoundland, as provided by the,
XlIth Article of the Treaty of Utrecht. With
regard, however, to the otler lislierics, Great
Britain coaseunted to lcave to the subjects of the
Most Christian Xing, the liberty of lisling ii the
GulIf of St. Lawrence, on the condition tIhat tie
subjects of France did not 'exercise the said
fishery but at the distance of tirce leagnes from
al the coasts belonging to Grcat Britain, as well
those of fle Contincnt as those of the islanlds
situtatei ini the said Gut or St. Lawrence. And
as to what relate i o the lishery on the coasts or
the Islands of Cape Breton out or the said Gulf,
French subjects werc not to exercise the said
fishery but at the distance ot fflieen lcagues froi
the coasts of that island; and the fishery on the
coasts of Nova Scotia, or Areadia, andi everywhere
else out or lie said Gtulf, -as to remain on tho
footing" o[ former Treaties.

By'the XVth Article o the Trcaty of Utreclt Spaii.
between Great Britain and Spain certain rigits of
fisling at thc Island of Newfoundlind had been
reserved to the G uipusoans ad other subjects of

Spain ; but by the XVIIIth Article of the Treaty
of ieace betwcen Great Britain and Spain of
1703, .ilis Catholic Majcsty had desisted, " as wel
for himnself as for lis successors, fromn all preten-
sion wi cli ho miglit have formed iii fivour of ihe

Gipuseoanxs and other his subjects, to the right
of iishing hi the neighboLurhood of ftle Island of
iNewfoundland."

Tron the foregoinig it will bc observed that'at
the period of the negotiations of 1782-83, the
North American fisheries were prinîcialIly carried
on by fishermen from Great Britain, France, and
the Anerican Colonies. It was the0 subjoets
only, however, of the first of these Powers wiich
enjoyed unliniited rights of, fishing, not only on
the bank ilsheries, but also upon the Coasts of


