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,cxty, ete., but he soon qua.shed the « tempest ina teapot " eﬂ‘ectually, and in & manner tha.t some
of his contemporaries very hkely still remember, :

~ The subject of this memoir, commenced his pohtlcal life as a Baldwin Reformer, which
he continued to be untnl that party was broken up, and its leader, the late Hon. Robert Bald-

win, driven from pubhc life by the crisis which converted what was left of that party into what

is now known as the Grits. When that oecurred many, and among them the late Hon. Robert.
Spence and the subject of this memoir, It that party and became and ever after-remained sup--

‘porters of Sir John Macdonald. While Mr. Spence remained in pubhc life, the subject of this

sketch was continued by Sir John’s administration as one of its crown prosecntors and as such
was engaged in the conviction and dispersion of the not.onpus Townsend gang, the first aggre-
gation of dangerous tramps known in Canada. = Some of that gva.ng‘ were shot while resisting or
“evading arrest, two were hanged at Cayuga, and one imprisoned for life in the pemtentxary for

~ the robbery and murder of Mr. Nelles. In those d&ys the stream of justice was not 1mmded or
- -diverted by the influence of party partizans, nor by the mawkish skim ‘milk- and water senti-

mentallty from which we at a later date have suﬂ'ered so much, and the consequence was that
for several years after those executions that specles of crime was unknown in Upper Canada.
When Hon Mr. Mowat's a.dmlmstra.t\on came into _power, although politically opposed to that
- ministry, Mr. Ma.rtms name appea.red at the head of the long hst of Queen s Counsel for Onta-
no then published. . : . .
' Mr. Martin was married in 1858 to Miss Cunmnfrham of Donefra.l Ireland, by. whom he
- has a family of four sons and four dauahters

 GEORGE B. SMITH, -

| . ‘romoNTO.
MONG the younger wholesale hou%es in Toronto whlch are yca.rly growing in unportance
and which, judging by their constantly increasing tmde, are nvallmg the old established -
firms in pushing business with energy, foresight and suceess, the lmportxng dry goods house of
" Messrs. G. B. Smith and Henderson is deservmfr of mention in a work which treats of self-ma.de
men. George Byron Smith, the senior membu*, very justly ranks in this class of citizens, He
is a native of Ontario, and was born in. the \1Ilage of New tonv llle county of Durham on the
7th of March, 1839, His pa.temal gra.ndfa.ther came from the State of New York many years
ago and settkd near Cobourg, Ont., where_was born the father of our subject, N.C. Smlth

- The latter was for some time engaged in txllmw the soil, but after his removal to Ncwtonvxlle

- his business was that of genera.l merchandising. ‘The mandeu name of the mother of G.B.

-_pg'-ud;n[ :




