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~éc§ted :. The Requeft was made on Account of his bad Condu

 as 2 Magiftrate~~And being afked, What Intercourfe is darried

on béetween Fortune Bay and the French Iflands? he {aid, Some
illicit Pratices are carried on between them and the French and
Americans ; the French there are very often in the. Spring of the -
Year fupplied-by- them with Bait, to the Prejudice of the Fithery;

_ they are alfo indulged with cutting Wood, which gives theman.
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Opening for carrying on a_contraband Trade in'Pitch, Tar, Rum,
Melafles, &c. in Return for which they take Furs and Bills of Ex-

change ; and the Englifh-Inhabitants refort to the French Iflands <

for the fame Purpofes* No Scizures have béen: made within-thefe

‘Twenty Years, when Captain Saxton -of the Navy made fome.

The illicit Trade is fo- inﬁgniﬁcant, that the. Men' of War could -

not be hinidered .on that Account.—And being afked, Whether it

" has decreafed fince the A& of 17867 he faid, Nb; it has been
| increafing.—And being  afked,” Whether it~ does not' require the

" \Infpeétion of Officers to prevent it? he faid, He does not know
.. they could prevent it; it is fo infignificant, that it ‘would .not pay :
,*hcm, becaufe; - that -although the Smuggling Trade is confidera- |

~ble, it is brought in in very fmall Quantities.—And: being .afked,
“To_what did he attribute the Increafe of the contraband Trade,
ﬁi;;'ce the A&.of 17867 he faid, From -the A& not being put into -
Execution.—And being afked, Would the. Amount 'of the Du-
ties in- this illicit Trade he bas~been {peaking of in For-
tune Bay, amount to above [.z0-a Year? he faid, No.—
And’ being -atked, Whether the illicit Trade had: increafed
fince the Bufinefs had been taken from the Naval Officers, -

and! put under the Cuftoms? he faid, Yes—And being atked, If .

the. [French were denied the Indulgence of cutting Wood, could:
this contraband Trade be carried on with the Ilands? he faid, No. -
~—And being atked, Whether the Cuftom Houfe had more Op--
portuigitics ‘or Means of preventing Smuggling than’ the Naval
_Officers had formerly ? he faid, No, juft the fame.~~And being

. afked, \Whether the Fithery in Fortune Bay has increafed, or de-

creafed? he faid, It has increaf>d fince 1786, but great Fortunes
have been loft there; it is now nearly the fame as it was before
the American War; the Inhabitants have greatly. increafed, as
well as the Adventurers from this Country ; the Quantity . of Fith
taken and exported has increaled; the Number of Men employed
upon the whole has increafed ; the Fithery is a Bank and Shore
Fithery; itis carried on from Poole and Dartmouth.—And being
afked, What is the ufual Price of a Paffage Home {rom Fortune
Bay? he faid, £. 3.; that the Merchants always bring Home their
own Men for nothing ; there are no Paflengers with them; the
' Witnels



